
that the signatories "will contribute toward the further development
of peaceful and friendly international relations by streng eiug their
free institutions, by bringing about a better undersadn of thei principles upon 'which these institutions are founded, and hy pro-
moting conditions of stability and well-being". "They wlll seek," the
article goes on, "to eliminate conflict in their interniationalecno
policies and ivili encourage ecouomic collaboration betwçpu any or
ail of them." It is this article that provides the framework for the
increasingly important "non-military" aspects of the Alliance's
activities.

Article 9 of the Treaty provides for the establishment of the
Organization's governing body, the North Atlanic Council. There
are generally two meetings of the Council each year attended by
foreign uiinisters - an autuiun meeting ini Bussel and a sprig
meeting that rotates arnon& the capitals of NATO countries. Betwe
these ministeia1 gathei1ngs, the Council meets at least onice a ee
at NATO headquarters in Brussels at the level of peraetep-
sentatives. These repesenatatives, who have the rank< of masdr
head the nainldelegations acrdted to NATO. The Cucli
assisted in it ciities byasries of comite uad agencies cvrn
a wide range of interests.

When Frane wtde f rom the integrated defence systema of
the Alliance in 1966, the t)ec lnigCmmtemd po
represeutatives from the 14 rmingAlliance mmes sue

collective defence atvie.Like the Covinçil, the DPC ettwc
yealy at the defence-mnse leve and, inthle nevlath


