
AUSTRALTA IN BRIEF

Australia is almost 7.7 million square kilometres in size, making it the sixth
largest country in the world. It has a relatively modest population of 17
million. Seventy five percent of Australians reside along the eastern
seaboard; the major cities of Sydney and Melbourne account for 40 percent of
the total population. There are six states, one territory and a national
capital region whose respective populations and surface area are as follows:

TABLE 1.

SaePopUlation Surface Area (kçm square)
& Major Cit (millions) (thousand km.sq)

New South Wales (Sydney) 58 3.6:1282
Victoria (Melbourne) 4.4 3.03 228
Queensland (Brisbane) 2.9 1.27 1727

Western Australia (Perth) 1.6 1.15 2526
South Australia (Adelaide) 1.4 1.03 984
Northern Territo7y (Darwin) 0.1 (.071 1346

Territory (Canberra) 0.3 (0.3) 2


