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(b) Pmmolm,, Sustainable Land Use Planmn,, : .

tis increasingly recogmzed that susta1nable hous1ng and human settlements must

be treated as comprehenslve systems with many components. That understandlng is .
changing land use processes. New models of communlty deslgn have been developed
that encourage more environmentally responslble plannlng ThlS includes a variety of
housing types and forms that reduce land requirements and encourage pubhc trans1t
~walking and cycling as alternatives to automoblle use.

In recognltlon of the shortcomlngs of prevalllng residential development patterns

. flexibility and innovation in the planning and des1gn process are being promoted
through ° Affordablllty and Chonce Today a national program des1gned to encourage
regulatory 1nnovatlon '

Government pollcles are beglnnlng to stress greater land use 1ntens1flcatlon in
communities and a mix of dwellmg types Well- desngned infill housing and apartments
in existing homes can double a community’s density and create more efficient use of

- community resources. Given limited resources, efforts are bemg undertaken to lntegrate

housing and commumty support services, such as infrastructure and transportation

systems, more effectively. For example, the Government of Ontario’s Land Use Planning -
~ for Housing policy statement encourages municipalities to provide opportunities for
residential intensification and requires that 25 percent of new development be

affordable. It is also developing a number of other initiatives to encourage more
compact communities. In Montreal, a \vorking group is examining sustainable urban

Jdevelopment and the more efficient delivery of municipal services in the region.

Improved land use also applles to rural areas. The recent New Brunswick Commission
. on Land Use and the Rural Environment recommended pollcles to encourage compatible

" rural development, envnronmental protection and the preservatlon of valuable agricultural

land. The Rural and Small Town Program of Mount A_lllson University is completing a _

- pilot profect with several communities to create practical tools and documents around

the themes of strategic planning, self-help, communlty leadershlp and sustalnable
development

Although some indicators have already been developed such as those for communlty
quality of life, there is a still a great need for more instruments to measure progress
toward a sustainable quality of life. This means clearly deflmng objectlves and putting
into place the appropriate indicators to track this progress.




