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137. Similarly attention is required to jntergovernmental and
intersecretariat cooperation and coordination are needed at the regional
level, where a number of bodies already exist both within and outgide the
United Nations system.

138. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea contains a
comprehensive global framework and lays downo basic rights and duties relating
to environment and development activities with respect oceans. Acceptance of
these rights and duties and other relevant jnternational agreements forms an
important basis for international coordination and cooperation. Within this
framework, wider acceptance of related conventicns could also enhance
international cooperation and ensure their coherent and harmonized
development. (55)
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140. Governments participating in various international fora often represent
the interests of differemt national sectors. In ocean-related fields, where

all issues are closely jnterrelated it is essential that each Government
integrate sectoral interest.(56)
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