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Article iv

Technical Specificatnons

1 - Technical specifications laying down the characteristics of the productsto be purchased such as quality, performan~ce, safety and dimensions, test-ing and test methods, symbols, terminology, packaging, marking and la'bel-ling, and conformity certification requirements prescribed by procuremententities, shall not be prepared, adopted or applied with a view to creatingobstacles to international trade nor have the effect of creating unnecessaryobstacles to international trade.
2. Any technical specification prescribeci by procurement entities shall,
where appropriate:

(a) be in terms of performance rather than design; and
(b) be based on international standards, national technical regulations,

or recognized national standards.

3. There shall be no requîrement or reference to a particular trade markor name, patent, design or type, specific origin or producer unless thereis no sufficiently precise or intelligible way of describing: the procurementrequirements and provided that words such as " or equivalent "*are includedin the tenders.

Article V

Tendering Procedures

l. The Parties shall ensure that the tendering procedures of their entitiesare consistent with the provisions below. Open tendering procedures, forthe purposes of this Agreement, are those procedures under which aIl inter-ested suppliers mnay submit a tender. Selective tendering procedures, for thepurposes of this Agreement, are those procedures under which, consistentwith paragraph 7 and other relevant provisions of this Article, those sup-pliers invited to do so by the entity may subrnit a tender. Single tenderingproceciures, for the purposes of this Agreement, are those proced.ures wherethe entity contacts suppliers individually, only under the conditions specifiedin paragraph 15 below.


