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I ncreased Taxes
Since the war started municipal councils throughi-

out Canada have been liard put to it to, "carry
on." Wliat with the difficulties of collecting their
taxes on the one liand and the increased cost of ad-
ministration on the other municipal financing lias
Iproduced many grey hairs on the local ministers of
finance. Iu the West in particular the difficulty
lias been increased by the gencral adoption of single
tax some years back. Tlie City of Vancouver, whieh
adoptcd the systemn in 1909 lias been compelled to
restore its improvement tax to the extent of twenty-
five per cent. As a inatter of fact single tax, or
land tax, lias not worked ont successfully in ýCan-
ada at all. Hienry George 's theory reads well in
prmnt, but Canadla's exp erience is strong evidence
that it is not practicable. The difficulty to-day is
hiow can the councils revert to tlie older systems
of taxation whule stili ini the midst of tlie
war? A numiber of them, being scemingly quite
nervous to take sucli a stcp, even thougli they find
it almost impossible to mneet their fixed charges,
ai-d administrative expenses. There Îs only one
thing for it and that is to increase the ineome eitlier
by increasing tlie rates on tlie present system or
find other mieans of raising the taxes. The muni-
cipal couneils have every riglt-in fact is tlieir
bounden duty-to see that the local public income is
adequate to tucet aIl charges, for the C3anadian citi-
zen in spite of tlie war, was neyer so well off as lie

is to-day, and consequcntly should pay lis share for
the many public privileges and conveniences lie en-
joys every day.

It may not be generýally known, but the average
citizen in Canada only 'pays 'one hlf of tlie local
taxes tliat tlie citizen of the Old Country does
thougli lie enjoys equal privileges and equally as
good conveniences in public utilities. -A number of
municipalities haveý actually defaulted in tlieir in-
terest charges, not tlirough bad fin ancing, -but be-
cause the councils have not had suffici ent -pluck
and real public spirit to, increase the local taxes.
We kno-W, that to increase th~e taxes is neyer a popu-
lar mové and that it affects a certain numnber of
votes, but no man is worthy the' namne of citizen
who is not prcpared to take up lis proper share of
financial rcsponsibilîty and no0 mansliould seek the
suffrages of the people wlio is afraid to take the re-
sponsibiiîty of 'seeing that the municipality pays
its dcbt and administrative charges even when it
necessitates the impositio n of, more taxes.

Municipal Canada,' whicli means any citizen, lias
a duty to pcrform in seeîng that its credlit is kcpt
up and thonugl it is going tlirougli a severe test we
have every confidence'that with common sense and
public spirit prevailing, it will actually corne ont
stronger than ever; but there m-ust be real de-
termiination on the part of the councils to tax if
uecessary.

The Responsibility of the Councils in Preventable Diseases
lways read the aunual report of the Cana- save to the nation one million 'hqbi,, Ivl
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