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TIMES

The counter movement that is being made to thesé
revolutionary strike movements are growing in intensity 8
the general public appreciate the peril is business co-oper#
tion and union. In Winnipeg the committee of ‘‘one tho¥
sand’’ are in more or less control of the situation and 8¢
determined that law and order shall be preserved and thd
the ordinary operations of the city shall be as little interfer¢
with as possible. Great credit is due the active participatio?
of the prominent citizens of Winnipeg in this movemen®
The business interests of Vancouver have started a mov%
ment of a similar nature to cope with the problem if it shoul
become as serious as it is in Winnipeg. Those in charge @
the subversion of the present order are well organize‘.l'
Some of these leaders are skilful in playing on the pub!
imagination and in eajoling and intimidating the worker
The business interests of every city must perfect as com
plete an organization as this revolutionary one. It is only
by stern opposition, tactful handling and intelligent and sy*
pathetic co-operation with the labor man that the prese!
industrial unrest can bé held in check until world W
changes arising from the return to the new conditions b b
will come about when immediate war problems have beé
settled has arrived.

Along with the industrial unrest and: which seriO‘}Sly
affects the entire public is the present high cost of living:
High cost of living is a prime factor in industrial unres”
Although not the ostensible cause as put forth by labo
Prices of commodities are high, as we have shown in pI'eVlOus
articles and editorials, not because of local conditions o
even national conditions, but because of world wide cond”
tions and international trade. Prices are high because the
world is short of goods and to a smaller extent because 0._

inflated currency conditions in Europe, which control ¢0*
modity prices in certain limited ways. While this is fund®
mentally the faet it cannot be doubted that there eX1®
profiteering, by which we men to say inordinate profit beitt
made either through production or distribution. Profiteer™
does exist but the average housewife, clerk and laboring
has the opinion firmly fixed in his mind that high prices #*°
due only to profiteering and not due to legitimate trade ¢° g
ditions. It is one of the most pressing questions of the tlmed
to reduce this profiteering to a minimum. We had hoper
that the economic action and reaction would be sufﬁcient“f“;
the adjustment and the relief that is so much needed.
cannot, however, see any relief until the shortages in com d
dities had been made up and adequate reserves restor®”
Until this is done no relief from the present price level ©
be permanently expected and this cannot happen for a per* g
of two years and perhaps longer. The reaction in Prlcer
may set in sooner, but that it will permanently be on a 10W;e
level cannot be hoped for shorter than this period with, 1
exception of some important foodstuffs, The immed’ﬂ-s
responsibility for the high prices of food products on thld
continent at this moment is the tremendous shipment of f"ge
from the United States to Austria and Germany with . g
food relief being extended to the more unfortunate _Alhgo
such as Poland, Servia, Roumania and Greece, in additio®,
the large food products being exported to Great Bﬂt?wé
France and Italy. On the break of the Bolshevik I‘egl;ﬁs
in Russia, which is confidently hoped will take place 1d
year, another drain upon the food resources of the wol
will oceur in feeding starving and prostrate Russid-
view of this imperative demand that must be filled in O 8
for people to exist, Canada must expect high prices 1 155
food lines. In other necessities the same is true on @ wse
urgent basis. If, however, the situation becomes much woro'
and industrial unrest begins to assume more menacing pr}’
portions than it does even at present, then it will be nec,essaof
for government action to recommence on the fixatiol pe
price and restriction or stoppage of food exports. We Oee ,
that this will not be necessary and that the public may zef
some cause for existence of the present price scale © lti
than on the basis of profiteering. We think that the ™
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