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WOMÀN AND HER INTERESTS
I Woman's Movement and Progrs

HE

tii
il

ti~

peu of essaylsts anti
than weman, bier spi
bier abilities anti di
position anti future
tbe "fair sex" has alw
therne in literature,
pa-et wrote lines en
niow the college prof
bier brain capacity; v
claimet iber fer bis oi
value ta bis pagea, n
miet anti tbe sociolag:
about which cirele t

de Just closeti
tietb. century

eady progres
.s been calleti
'as rnovenient,
tst wonderful
wbich la its
reach. To-day
'tily any topic
les more the
ch of orators
Lal and ideal,

and tiressamaker of clothes for the famlly, to
knit ail the stockings, to malté the soap with
wich sbe diti the wasbing, and the cantiles
by wbese light sbe mentiet anti darned
tili bed-tinie, the bouse mother bat ber bands
full anti found plenty~ of occup)ation for ber
taugbters until tbey left for bornes of their
own. The life seems to us now narrow anti
bard, but tbey titi their duty, as it iay be-
fore theni, bravely, and on the wbole, co)n-
tentetily. Then sprang up tbe hundretis of
factorles witb their acres of machine filled
space, anti the worl< oncec done by wornan's
bauds ln tbe bouse was taken into the fac-
tories ta bie tone by macbinery. Naturally,
the girls wbo otherwise had worked in the
borne, went into -the outslde worlt after tbelr
occupation.

With the removal of the pressure of mauy
tinie-devouring occupations, wornen, gener-
aliy, fount tbemselves with sanie leisure to
look about tbem, Anti wben they bad looketi
about a little tbey saw a good many tbings
tbat neetied tilg. And wîtb the saine
niatural déevotion te duty wbicb tbey sbowed
wben their whole attention was needeti ta
look well te the ways of their beusehoiti,
tbey bave undertaken the new duties of
social service anti reform. Net that they
bave abaoned the borne duties by any
meana. Perbaps neyer was there a Urne
moere than now, when the thinking wornan
realized that the borne la the first anti

tbe value of their services ln many positions
of public trust One proof la that more sucb
positions are eutrusted te them. Iu England.
for instance, tbree towns, One of theni wltb
a population cf over 200,000, bave electeti a
wornan for niayor. In Onicage, the second
largest clty ln tne United States, the super-
Intendent of schools Is a woman, at a salary
oif $10,000 a year. (The salary ta mentioneti
as an Indication of the Importance of the
position.) A woman, wbo had succeedeti ln
rnakIng tbe tewn in wbicb sbe livet a naine
for dlean and well-kept streets bas been ln-
viteti te Institute clvic house-cleaning ln sev-
eral large and Important centres. Se far
froni belng now regartiet as "in-terfering
witb rnen's werk," lie help of the women
la often asked by their men feliow-citizens,
when same measure cf civie advancement
or reformi 15 te be passed. One notable case
In peint Io the election lat spring ln Mon-
treal, for better municipal goverrnent. At
tbe request of tbe Citizens' Association, the
leatiing wornen's erganizationa canvasseti the
vetera of ýtheir own sex wit tbe resuit that
out ef sonie 8,00 wemen whose naines were
en the register for tbe municipal franchise,
fromn sixty te eigbty per cent. votet, telling
very- fercibly on the returns in favor of reform.

New she la clalrning the privileges of a
citizen, te sbare in tbe governrnent, as an
Intelligent, reaponsible part oif tbe governed
-te put it brIefly, tbe right to vote. This
is net a new thlng, of course. For forty or
flfty years, warn in England bave been
petitionlng Parliarnent for legislation ln thia
regard. It is many years since a mnaîll band
of able wornen anti men sowet tbe seetis of
the suffrage Iiea In the United States. But
It was long befere thei plant put forth vig-
orous shoots.

Witbln tbe lst tiecade er se, along wltb
womian's succesa lu many new uniertakings,
in bier ewn career anti ln public work, bas
cerne a great Increase of interest lu the
suffrage. The criais ln England, breught
about by tIte "suffragette" action, bas had

effect en ether countries, rnaking the question
more living anti Insistent than ever before.
In sorne ceuntries the franchisé bas been
attaineti by wernen without rnuc dlfficulty,
ln otliera, after a struggle; seme are now
ln the tbroea cf the struggie, otbers are
moving, albeit slewly, tewarts the goal cf
enfranchisement. New Zealand, bas bad
wornan'a suffrage for nearly twenty years.
Ail the states of the Australian Cemmon-
wealth hati granteti the Parliamentary suf-
frage te wemen since abo>ut 1904. In Finianti,
women not only vo>te, but are eligilile to seats
in -Parlifanpnt. Norwav mranted the suffraze
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