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Oxford are carrying on the miovcmient for -reforrn. They abject to reform

prcssed upon tbem "with astonishinig exuherance from without." They desire
reformn efïected noiselessiy f romi within.

Thcj preseice of the Rhodes Scho]ars at Oxford it is saici serves to eml-

pliasize the necessity for cquipment by meanis of whichi they inay be given ade-
qua1te scientific training. If this is so it mlUst be explaineci by the fact that
representatives f romi the tuniversities of United States are pursuing the modemn
and more practical courses of study. But fromi native sources too cornes a
(lemand for greater attention ta those branches of knowledge that relate to, the
initerests of the miass of the people. Whatever the necessities of the present
situation there are not wanting evi(lences that they will be satisfied by the coýn-
tcnhl)latc(l reforms.

Of interest to Canadian students is the contention that the English uni-
vcfrsities are the playgrounds of the sons of weaithy men and tbat the purses of
the under-graduates are not considered. Regarding the merits of this conîplaint
we are flot in a position to speak, thougli it can not be doubted that the simpler
and cheaper life at the universities is inade the better xviii they be able to, per-
forni their function of Nideiy diffusing truc knowledge.

PRISION LABORZ.

T1 initervals the disl'ike that fret laborers feel towards the competition of theA inmates of our penal institutions takes, concrete forni and expresses 'it-
self iii a deinand for a change inprison industries. The Contract System in
vogue in the ('entrai Prison bias been, vigorousiy attacked: and with soýme
justice. More recently too labor organizations threw cold water an the pro-
posai ta grant prison-cnt stone to, the authorities of the Medicai Coilege.

The xvhole question of the competition of convicts with free labor hias been
(liscusseci for years. There bias heen an uinreasoning fear on the part of labor
unions and they bave shown a tendency to exaggerate the importance of prison-
mnale goocis in the general market. On the other hand those wlio wouid mainî-
tain prison indutstries regardless of thc interest of the free laborer have shown
somie lack of consideratiali for the sincerity of bis protests against the coin-
petition of mîen wvlo are kept at the expense of the State. In the pracess of
discussion, however, certain facts bave become estabiished beyond dispute. It
is now recognizcd that to confine men in a prison without work is a grass and
unithinkahie forai of cruelty. Tlie convict is toa prone ta brood over his trouble
and the injustice that lie fancies lias been done him. Brooding makes him
sullen and recalcitrant. Ili timie toc) bis bealth becomes imýpaired and lie is n-
able ta responld to anly refornmative processes to Nvhich lie is subject. Idleness
xvithin pyrison walls xvoulcl xitiate the usefulniess of the Parole Systemn, the li-
cleternunate Sentence cr any other systemi intended to invite the ýconvicts Co-
operatioli in efforts toward rehiabulitation. lt is wark and steady industry that
keeps up the mental and physical condition of the convict and mnakes hini
am-enabie ta reform-ative treatment. At ail casts theni the inrnates of our jails,

prisons and penitentiaries must be kept at somne useful forni of work. Ànd s0


