
21 MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED.

The Red Cross in Japan.
SaOîE forty governments in ail are bound ta-

gether by the compact ]<nowvn as the Rued Cross,
or the International Convention of Geneva ot
1864.

The one word neutral signifies the whole
essence af this treaty; Lt delines the condition
af ail sick and wounded soldiers, ail surgeons,
nurses, and attendants. ail bospital, ainbu-
lances, and otber appliances while tbey display
the Red Cross arm-badge air flag duly authorîz-
ed and inscribed by the military power of the
army ta 'which they are attached; and furtber-
mare, ail inhabitants af a country in the vici-
nity of wbere a battie is raging, as well as
their buildings, are sacredly regarded as nen-
tral while they are admiuisteaing ta the wants
ai the wounded and disabled, or being emplayed
for bospital purposes.

Woundçed soldiers falling into the enemy's
hands are neutral, and must lie sent ta the
fnontier for delivery ta their awn army as soon
as possible. provided, of course, that the coun-
try ta wbicb they belong is an adherent ta the
Red Cross treaty.

Byapplying the foregaing principles one wil
readily grasp the reason why Japan is doing
.ucb effective and comnnendable work as a bun-
nianitarian nation. Sho is carrying out ta the
letter the spirit and the obligations af the Go-
neya Red Cros-, Treaty, ta which she gave ber-
adhesion in 1886, while bier lEmperor stands at
the head, of her civil RIed Cross Societ .lin six great wars the, Red Cross lias been
conspicuous. Written bistory records tho bene-
ficent wonk it lias done, but only unwnitten
bistony eau relate the, prevention af untold

* sery and suffering on every field.
in the present war Japan as a Red Cross

nation, meets difficulties and dangers unknawn
in anay former war where the RIed Cross bas
worked, frorn the fact that bier enmy China,
is nat a nation signatony ta the Treaty ai Ge-
neya, bence bumanity is shown on one side in
the treatment af sick and wounded, while ini-
bumanity runs riot on the the otlier.

Great injustice bas been done ta the Red
Cross Lnternationally and ta Japan by the sen-
sational announcement in recent newspaper
reports ta the effect that Japan had refused the
RIed Cross-had turnpil it back at Port Arthur.

The facts are as follows: A number ai bu-
mane and wortliy gentlemen - Aineir'cau,,s,
English'men, Germans, and citizens of ote
nations clergymen, pl-ysicians, and governi-
ment o1ýlcials residing in China-formed a Red
Cross Society and obtained the sanction of Li
Hlung Chang ta go ta the relief of the Chinese
wounded. Tbey procured the steamship Too-
flan, entened Port Arthur, annouriced thein-
selves as belonâiu ta a private RIed Cross Sa-
ciety, and ase ie Japanese commandant for
the Chinese wounded, for the purpose of taking
them back ta Tien-Tsin, froin whience the stea-
mer bad came, The duty of the Japanese comn-
mandant was plain. China is not a party to
the Red Cross treaty, consequently t he tien-
Tsin Red Cross Society, however praisewarthy
its abject bad no governinental identity or
authanized existence. Wbile its intentions
were noble and laudable, Lt was un fortunately
irresponsible, from the faet that it hiad no ov-
erniment ta become responsible for and autor
ize its action.

The society was cam'teously receiveci, and its
good intentions acknowledged and appneciated,
u is request was properly declined, and it

was requested taleave the barbon. The Chinese
wounded ini the bauds af the Japanese wýere
prisoners af war, and. while they were receiv-
ing menciful treatînent in the Japanese RIed
Cr hos pias then was no authorîty for de-
ivrin8g the ta aý piat saciety, even tbough

it bad with the counitenance and sanction af
caunsuls af neutral nations. The national re-
sponsibility that attaches ta a member of the
treaty wus entirely absent.

Rad China's civilization reacbed the point
where she could appreciate and recagnize the
humanity af the RIed Cross, an~dhad she jined

the treaty, her wounded, as soon as they were
in a condition ta lie remnoved, would have been
dolivered ta bei' by the Japanese.

Tlue above incident is thus sfpecificaily deait
with in order ta explain the difficulties in the
way of correct judgment on the action of the
R~ed Cross. The public and press genierally re-
fer to it as an ordinary charitable society for
goad works, free ta, make its own conditions,
and so follow the judgment of its own private
officiais, like societies in general, forgetting, or
rather neyer knowing, the fact that it is a
treaty, bound b stringent and delicate laws,
the disregard aK1whice woula impair its validity
as materially as, any otiier treaty, and conse-
quentty it is not the will or dlesire of individuals
that must control or become responsible for its
actions, the law of nations, framed and confirîn-
ed by the highest au thorities of the countries of
the -Norld.

When this fact shial be better known or more
fully realized the reports of aur well intended
press wiil be less misleading, more reliable, ini-
str'uctive, and satisfactory, than to-day.

New Railroad Traekage In 1894.
THE Chticago Railway Âge bas compiled a

table which conveys the surprising information
that in spite of the business depression follow-
ing the panic of 1893, intensified by the tariff
legisiation and culmination in the iDebs insur-
rection, nearly 2,000 miles of new railway track
have beexi laid in the United States during the
year 1894. This is a total which, as the Âgfe
remarks, is considerably larger than seemed
likely ta be reached whien the end of the first
six months, in the midst of the anarchy of the
great strike, showed only 525 miles laid, The
work of the last six months is nearly treble that
of the first six. Oan it lie doubted, in the face
of this fact, that the prompt and courageous
action of the government in putting down the
violent manifestations of that strike, had a re-
assuring eff ect upon capital invested in railway
enterprises, as well as ail other enterprise?
]?ol]owing is the table:

S tate ' Liiies.
AI.aar ...............................
At-izonia..............................
Arizliq ............................... 5
C.dlifolnI'Lt. .. . .. .. .... . .. .. 2
Colorado ................ .............. 3
Floriffi ............................... (
Geoi*iaIt...... . .............. .......
Iliffiols...............................
Ikid1iin................... ...... ...... i
K(ansas.................. ........... -Louisaîiah ............................
M~aille............................... *

Massa.............................1
?dich!xl.............................(
hMinesotal.............................(
NM!qgkssippi.............................
iNf .ti l1.......................... . ...

Nc~v Hunî........................i
New.Jc'~c.. ............ ..........

Newv Mexico ........................... 1
New Yoirk ............................. 5
Nnr-tl Caroliua.........................
Ohijo.......................... ....... 12
Oî-egoil..............................J

Pcus~vaia..... ............. ._
Soutl..C.r...................... .

Teiniessueû............. .............. 2

V'is ... ............................. 7
~ViiCM tl ................................
Wc Vîsovil-îî ....... ..................
\\'yoniii .............................. I

Total iii 31 states aud territories ... 153

Miles.
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46.13
20.80

lIn addition 322 miles of new track were laid
in Canada and 75 La Mexico.

The new trazkage built La the UTnited States
is unexpectedly large considering ail the de-
p ressing circumstances, yet Lt is tbe smallest
for twenty years. The outlook for new con-
struction for 1895 is as yet uucertain, but it may
lie confidently pnedce that Lt will exceed that
af 189-1

When the finger nails are dry and break
easily vaseline rubbed on aiter the bands are
washed wi]l do good.

Bicycle Riding.
TuE bicycle is the fastest vehicle propelled by

animial çawer. As for the distance thatmay be
gone over in a given time, the bicycler and bis
machine have f ar outstripped bath Lrotters and
runners. -3icycling, moreover,hlas great cliarms
for those whio have neither the capabity nor de-
sire ta attain great bursts of speed. The exer-
cise is as pleasant as horseback-riding, and very
xnuch cheaper. But no matter how general the
use of the bicycle may becorno, walking is not
likely talose its devotees. Daily walks mustble
taken within. a limited horizon, however, while
the regular bicycle-rider's area is extcnded
ai-nazingly. lit has been asserted witb some
authority that thec same effort that is required
ta walk one mile wiil propel a bicycle six miles.
IBicycle-riders, at least, will flot dispute this as-
suinption. Now let us see what are the conse-
quences of this increased capacity. A man who
lives ini a suburban district, Lu his walks around
his homne, if hie be an average. walker, wilIl go
two and a hiaîf miles out and the saine distance
back, making bis.walk five miles, lIn bis vari-
ous excursions lie is likely to explore the district
about bis home for two anîda half miles in every
accessible direction, and if roads be plenty he
rnay become acquainted with the general fea-
tures af the landscape within an area af about
twenty square miles. The samne man on a
bicycle will extend bis radius ta six times two
and a bal[ miles, and wi]l theref are mnake fifteen
miles out and filteen miles back. Hle wîvll thus
biave so broadened the domain of lis observa-
tion that bie may explore the country embraced
with 707 square miles. Vigorous walkers whio
go five miles out and back enjoy a territory of
seventy-eight miles; but this vigoraus an'd amn-
bitiaus man, if the six ta onie assumption bold
good, would on the bicycle extend his excursions
ta thirty miles out and thirty back, so that lie
in time would have for bis owit ail there is af
beau ty and instruction ini 2827.4 iles.

The cheapness of bicycling as cornpared with
borseback-ridiig isworthy aI consideration. A
bicycle costs fram $100 ta 1o a harse costs
from,$200 tavery much larger sums. Thelkeep
af a harse is at least $30 a inontlh, încluding the
charges af the farnier and veterinary ; the cost
af a bicycle for repairs ouglit not ta be 83 a
montb; indeed, many af the inakers guarantea
theni for a certain time, and make repairs with-
out charge. Sa first cost and maintenance are
bath Ln layon af the mnachinie.

Witb good roads in this country the rule, in-
stead af, as now, the oxceptîcn-and wo shaîl
surely have good roads before the new century
isvery old-the bicycle will enable its riders ta
learn their land mare intimiately and extensive-
ly than they dreami af liowiug it now.

'-a per'à lreekly.


