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Here is '' Thoe lMouriîg- Bridle' iu leather
brown,

With Ovid's verses on the titie page
You bougit; it yesterclay for hiaif a crown,

The stail-na grinned behiud you l'Il en-
gage.

A century unopenlec on the shoif,
Almeria's role is nolod, who shall say
Btthat Briicegirdie conned these liriLs lier-

gelf,
Spilling lier ovine upoii the paper gray.

Methinks 1 catch the odour of civs4t
Out of the smirclied and eâten pages steal

I see methinks that lovely wornan yet,
Poring above thein iu her dishabille.

4,No rn6re a princess bitt iot statu qino,''
Tears stain tlic rouge upoi hier check, you

ýSie whose sweet, sinile met ours an hour aguo
In secret lives lier real tragedy.

Who throughi these leaves will soniewhat subtly
look

Sees much beside the mnan of letters' care
A pale-facedl actress stares bick fromi the

book-
The author's getting (lrossedi to sec Voltaire.
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OUR ORIGINALS. III.

(Fromn the French of B. Suite, F.R.S.(,)
I repeat it, he is ignorant of the history

of Canada completely ; he speaks likea
blind man of colours; bis lively prose
is truthful enough when he de8cribes what
he bas seen; upon cther matters hie simply
taiks nonsense.

The young women sent to the Antilles
and to the Mississippi suffered greatly.
Those for the Antilles found theinselves re-
jected and reviled by the plantera ; those
for the Mississippi had the lot of the un-
fortunate Cavelier de ]a Salle, the leader of
the enterprise ; they perisbed of misery.
Some few of these latter reached France
eventually.

The emigrations te Canada were other-
wise organized, Ged be praised ! It is notb-
ing wonderful that the result should be dif-

hferent.
Is, however, the letter of La Hontan

the only writing of its kind ? Yes. Writers
came later who repeated the statements in
question. Reppated, let us well understand,
repeated like parrots, adding rfthing to
their importance, particularly wben accout
is taken of the constantly increasirig num-
ber of documents lut the first hand that, are
being discovered, and which completely up-
set the invention of La Hont an, for it
ls an invention, a jebt of a buffoon.

In the course cf this article I shall
epeak of the authors of letters and paperp,
who, after La Hontan, have called in ques-
tion the purity of Canadian origin ; it isjpreper te forewarn the reader that these
new-comers belong, net to the period of
1663-72, wbiob ils that of the girls, but to
that included between 16i97 and 1730, that
is to say, tbe period of the despatching cf men
to Canada. La Hontan, then, is the only
person who sought ta tbrow aspersions upon

the haraterof those persons cbosen by the
Caadian cemmittee in concert with the

French committee, for the peopling of Can-
ada (1 6 fi3 -72 )-committees whicb, it isj known, were formed under the best auspices,

oained a complete success, -and did net
cawi oprtim: thehkrtgothoght r epyer te
a epertimen horkntoght o er es

stop the emigration, saying that Canada
S ought by bhttmet ave become able te

look after herself. Colbert would have
î>referred to continue that which was s0
well begun, but the king refused.

Only the other day, in reading Sen-
tences et Jugements cf the Supreme Council
cf Quebec, which are printed by order cf
the Provincial Governiment, I came upon
the resolutions and nieasures taken by the
Exceutive cf Canada on the subject cf the
selketion and treatment cf the girls and
wcmen brought from Franoe, and accused
later by La Hontan. There is also among
the manuscript correspondence cf the Gev-
ernors cf thia pericd (preserved in Paris,
and copies thereof at Ottawa) a crowd cf
explanations relating te it. Nothing could
be more paternal, more Christian, more
wcrthy cf respect than the precautions cf
cur administrators throughout the whole
business. When one bas folwed the bis-
tory of the tinie, and read the documents
before menticned, one is completely stun-
ned on ccming te the letter cf La ilontan.

Twenty- five or thirty years af ter the de-
l)arture cf this officer, there was played in
Paris a little piece by Le Sage (the aathor
cf Cil Blas) entitled Les Mariages au Can-
ada. (The Canadian Marriages.) As it
always happons, the seccucl workman added
te the faults cf the first. This tume, net
Eatisfied with repeating, the absurdities cf
La ilontan, the author inserted soine cf bis
ewn. Hie set people conversing who neyer
saw each other, for tbe reason that certain
cf theni were dead before the others were
born.

In this silly production a newly-married
pair left Queb-c for the eEtate or holding
that had been assigned thcm, but these brave
levers are made te cross the Mississippi be-
fore reaching their lot, a short journey cf a
Ïew Miles. And tbey are clotbed in silk
and covered with lace te underàake the
promenade ; they have neither axe nor
shovel, nor anytbing necEssary for people
cpening up new land ; tbey aise talk ser-
iously cf living a poin, cf renewing au
eartbly paradise, etc.

But te return t,3 my point cf departure
showing that, for the justification cf seven
or eight repeaters cf phrases who have
spoken incid-entally a disrcsprelful word cf
the girls and wemen sent te Canada under
the administration of Colbert, there
is but one source, La Hontan.

Sncb as accept the dictum cf this cf-
ficer, bave ertainly neyer unravelled the
tales or inaccuracies whicb se often spcil
bis account; and 1l may add that te he-
lieve the assertions cf La Hontan upon the
point we are bere discusting, one must
neyer bave read the manuacripts nor print-
ed works wbich deal with the bistory cf
Canada. The text cf La Hontan retailed
in the United States and in France among
people who do net kncw the first word cf
our past, bas been taken seriously and held
as autboritative.

Those wbo bave net seen the large lit-
erature upen the bistcry cf Canada imagine
tirait we are but a set cf barbarians wbo
permit every sort cf assertion toucbing aur
past. They have read, bere and there, a
few sheets cf the bistory cf certain colonies
in the Indies or the Antillep, which recali
the sad stcry cf the blunders and abuses cf
the earlier administrations, and think they
are j ustified in applying the 'saine te Can-
ada. It is an example cf the grogs ignor-
ance wbich mars the work cf even the most
famions. Michelet belengs te this class.
H1e bas written without knowledge and with
a 'confidence that is at least aurprising.
See Volume XV of bis history, chapter 8,

where he bits the truth in saying that no-
terious wcmen bave had a bad influen, 00
celonization. In fact, wherever they bave
net taken wcmen used te field labour te g0
te the colonies te cultivate tbe fields§ there
bas been ne success, ail has gone wyrongo
misery and debauch have spoiled alI.

But let it, net corne to our ears that tbey
place such doings in Canada, for they Will
have te reekon with those they tu ilg
We who know te the last dthus ~~ig"WOu
country was peopled, have the right., the
duty, and the authority te characteriz. Oc'
cording as tbey deserve, those injudiCîous
writers whe dispiay an ignorance at once go
complete and se unpleasaut. Their greatb
reputation will net save tbem ;on Ibis
issue even Michelet is but a poor authortY

It would be well if they wculd send 'ver
a man from France te consuit rnerelY the
five hundred volumes upon tbe histOrY O
Canaea tbat I have in my own libriary!
Afterwards we would visit my friends Who
possess twice as many bocks upon the saine
subjeet as 1 do. Then we would go and
see two hundred thouaand pages of ma"tu.
script, perhaps threa bundred tbcusand, aIl
cf wbich are living witnesses cf what t0 Ok
place forrnerly among us. Beycud thât
the Abbe CyprienTanguay, with bis Dioei0n
flaire genealogique de toutes /amilles Ca»l
adiennes, bas given us tbree hundred tho%'
sand notes. There is a long list cf bocks
on the hiistory cf the old parishes giling the
enigin cf the meanest families and the bi'
torical records cf the smallest bit cf land.
Yeu shall not be able te find even the
breadth cf a finger-nail on wbicb te Place
conjecture ; the -round 18 entirely covered
by incontestable facts.

It is by means cf the original documnents
that, we eau explain each point, thatw a
speak cf eacb individual. This 15 unique
in tbe world. Our peets neyer cease amak'
ing allusion te it ; aeur historians canlhOt
cenceive that auyone doubts it; ouolr'
nalists only, and writ ers at a distance, in
it a book wbereupou te bang a doUbtfo1

word ; a proof that they have neyer atudied
the subject.uo h

We must now say a few wordsupfte
prej udice against us in the United Statee'

It seems te be accepted aong0"
ueighbors that the Canadian voyageurs, anf
particulariy the coureurs de bois were not o
the Cross cf St. Louis. The terni used tO
designate them says more than a long epic;
it'is outlaws, that la te say, escaped convict"
There is only anether step te take in Ordet
te affirmithat Canada shelter-d a ena wdcf evil
wretcbes escaped from the galleys, or oOe
thing like it, dniven from France, tolerat 3d
in Canada, and threading, their way WS
ward at every possible chance. 1 bave rire'
this belief in Arnerican bocks, and aulig
circies cf readers wbo are ctherwise ver>'
well affeeted towards us. New la the tifi6

te attack it.
The Company cf the Hundred A88so'

ates bad the administration cf Canad0hl
affaira fer tbirty-seven years, wheti theY
made aven their rights te the West ni
Cernpany in 1664. "Up te that tume the oe
emplayed as fur-traders wene recru' tly
partly froni anbong our habitants, partcf
frorn France, wbitber a certain nuniber or
these latter always neturued after tbree O
four years' service.

This commerce had been almos atl
ably confined te the borders cf Upper Cafi*
ada by the wars cf the Iroquais;. the r11
was that few or none cf the Canradial Or
Frenebrnen teck up their abode save inth
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