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as to pass us by with onily a shiver. MNr. Froude is a great tian, but is flot

supposeti to bp a mian of much tact-at least se the friends of Thomnas
Carlyle .seemn to think-and it is probable we slîould have been told the

truth about ourselves in bis agreecable book, IlOceana."
The opinions quoted iii this paper probably refleet the impressions of

ninety-nine-hunidredths, of tbe people of G(it Britain. Our only uise,

appareîîtly, is to serve as a dumtiping g-round( for pauper emnigraiits and to

buy Englislt goods,-mnanufactured specially for the Colonial trade, that is,
as we ail know, goods of comiparatively inferior mnaterial and workmnanslip.
It is true that the votaries of Imiperial Federation profess to hold views

not quite so mercenary. he journal whichi is publislied by the I.eague
overflowvs with affection and good vili. A book of travels is revieIwed in

its first nunîber, and the reviewer takes pains to point out that the aîtiîor
was most favourably iiîupressed with Caniada. I t inay be reineîîîhered that
Sir Lepel Gritlin anti a certain Mr. Capper also expressed appreciation of

Canada ami Canadians; but this xvas înerely to heighten the effect of their
intelligent condeinnation of the United States. . It is îlot supposed, however,
that the appreciation of either a Gritlin or a Capper, even thougli it xvere
genuine, would be miuch dcsired.

It has been rernarked by ourselves, as well as outsiders, that Canadians
are witlîout national lifo and feeling. It is quite true. A colony is net
the place to look for national life and feeling., Besides, the economnico-
political position of Canadla is miost abnormnal. Thiere is littie, if any, coin-
rnunity of feeling between the several Provinces coniprising the 1)ominion.
Botter Ternis and Provincial Righîts forni endless subjects for unsenîtly
bickerings. C~ommuerce l>tenthe ditlet-etît provinîces is lîniiited, an<l is
forced by legisiation into unnatural chiannels. Moreover, one of tiiese
provinces is given up to ant alien people, and to a religion which stiflos
patriotisin and iiîtellectual aspirations. These obstacles to harmontous
unity, together with the uncertainty which is felt as regards our future

political relations, do iîot tend to promnote the growth of national life and

feeling. As intellectual life is largely dependent upon national life, the

absence of the latter ini Canada niay perhaps accouint for tic ineagreness of
our literary p)rodluctions. T[le inspiration whiclt coînes front patriotisrn
anI national pnbd is lackiig. The writer lias seen it apologetically

reînarked iii('ain îotwspapers that the country i4 tc, ycung, and too busy

to spart' iiîuch tinte for the cultivation of letters. It scouns true, then, tîtat
life with us is, iii the words of Mr. Maîttalini, "ono demmied horrid grind."
XVe aie flot only too busy " grinding af ter incney " to Ildiscern the odour
of a passing joke," but also too lîuîy to spare turne for enrichîng our mental
li fe. In education, the practît'al, the techulical, the' iioitey.producing,
receives the tirst corisiderationt. Anytltîng to win our coin itien dation înust
have " mnoney in it.' Our staxîdard of success in life is mnoasuired in

dollars :0 semany dollars, so iilcl success. itow eati titis stanidard 1w

compatible with Itigît aspirations, cîteerfulness4, saniguiiienfss, a bel jef not

in the inaterial but tho sipiritual future ?
Trhe future--What is to hi' the future of tîte D)omîinion of Canadai

That our present political sîtat us is tsatisifactorv anîd îîîfeli ng is ce tain ly

the general inmpression. As a (lependent ami protecteti people we are

de1îrived of the graver and mtore cnnobling responsibilities of national
existence. The glittering scheiiiO of Imiperial Federation ineots with smnall

favour in Canada. The IlSoîîîethiîîg Else," whiclî Mr. Froude believes will
grow if liuperiai Federation does tiot grow, nîay perliaps meet withi a

better reception. Meanwhile, it is not incomupatible' with al deep and iasting
affection for the Mother Country that Canada should desire to be endowed
with a niationi's highest attributes and responsibilities. T.

.JUTTINGS ALONG T1HE (,. P. R.

WHiEN 1 got Up at half-past seven, a.rn., on Friday, July 2, 1 found we were
passing over an arid, rolling country, utterly devoid of tree or shrub. The

presence of alkali in large quantities was niarked by the white, salty appear-
ance of the ground, wherc various ponds hiad dried up, leaving the earth
exposed like patches of dniven snow. Tue OldW\ives' Lakes soon cain)e into
view. According to Mr. Flemning, "lthese are three salt-water lakes;
together they extend fifty miles iii length and froin ten to six miles in

breadth ; they abounid in wild duck." 1 saw non@, but several large gray

cranes, roused by the train, flapped solemnly over the white sandy beach,
and flew away across the dark green water. We camne upon occasional

skulls and boues of the buffalo bleaching in the suri, while their trails are

visible crossing and recrossing the plain in ail directions and marking it8

surface with deep indented lines, where the grass which bas now overgrown

the well-worn tracks is sunk far below the natural level of the ground and

shows what countiess millions of feet must have trodden these deep-cut

paths a the animaIs travelled acrose the prairie from one watering-place to
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aitotîter. At sex eral stations 1 noticed ghastly trophies cf piles of bontes
evrlfeet Itigli awaitin.g trantsport to distant cities for fertilizing and

cherîtical purposes, and heard it was al lucrative but now nearly-exhausted
trathec.

At nine o'clock we reacliel Swvift ('urrent, net far frot the bend of the
South Saskatchewant. The town consists of a few low wooden btouses on a
grts.4y plateau facing thte railway station. There are two or tlîreo [ndian
encaipînents iii the neighihourhood, iiîatrkeýd by thteir smnoke-browned tepees.
Titis is iy finit gliiipse of the îîborigiites. At Swift Current the train
iakes quite a long hlt to take iii wood and water, and the attention of

ail the passengers is aroused by ait lInlian boy about sixteen years4 cf age,
who is, xve learu, al sort cf Big Ilear's, ami rides oit the platforîîî attireti in
foul dress, weariîîg a black feit wide(-atvakeý, carryiîtl il lasso over the
liorn cf bis saddle, and iîîotinted oit a t'ieaiti poity, ablout twelvî' hands high,

witlt a gorgeous einbroidered saddle-cloth. MNost of the gentlemten and
several ladies get out cf the traint tc exaine hit and lus steed miore
closely, 1111( at iast oite passviiger mocre venturesoie titan the rest
persuades the boy to disiinouiît, junips upon the poîtys lîack ami canters

the littie lîeast up and down the platforîtî close to the car windows, arnid
shootts of laughter fronî witlîiî ait(l N'ithtout.

Aftet a delay cf tweîiity minutes wv' iove slowly cuit cf tho station and

paqs ia nuitîber cf îiex plouglis aiid hivy waggcits standing coi the grass
itear the uine, wviiclî would qelî tc itidicate farîiiing propeilsities ii te

iieigltbourliood. Thle day is brighit and clean, witlî a dvlicious fresh

p)rairie wiîîd lowing ; ail the wiîtdoxvs are openl, aiid wo feel wî' lave lu'ft
the dust anti boat cf cities far hîehiitd us as we steain away over anl uiitu-

lating, treelessH prairie, ('nve i'<i iiiisort bu ffalo grass. 'Ne sec nuinlucrs

cf gopitens scaiperniug abocut iii ail directions aitî mittiîîg up on their
hiaunciies like rabbits outsido tîtein htoles, exauiiing tite train as it reois by.
'1'iese animais arc a species of ground squirrel ; tliey burrow iii thte earth

anti look liko largo tawuiy rats; thtoir tails are stiff'aîid liard, not furîuishcd
witiî the soft foitthery brusht of the troiI squirrel, wltieh, htowovor, tlioy

resenîblo about the ltead antd body.

'No soort couic upon Guil Lake, so called front the nuiniers of tiiese

birds whiclî are Iiovering over its placid waters, Il Ve are," said Mr.

Flemîing, Il ive liuîdred and fifty-four umiles front Winiupeg, north cf the

CypresB His. Tîto lofty ground to tîto south of us is perfectly haro ; the
counttry is dry, the herbage scanty." We slacken speod and approach
Cypress Station: at one o'clock Maple Creek is roacited. Aftor ieaving
there we utovo off again over the endless prairie; but the character of

herbage changes aîîd the plainîs are covered witli low sage bnîmsh aîîd great
Iuîcîtes of a silvory-looking plant liko lavoîider, iîîterspersied with quantities

cf short yeliow grass and foxtail, whiclt resenîbles dwarf barley.

At two o'clock wo arrive at I)unîinore, aîîd bore I part with the frioiîds
wlto have luî'cî sucl pleasant cotîipaiiions aîid able1 protectors froin Toronto

to the Far WVest, aîîd wlîo îîîust bramici oh' heme on the Grlt Railway to,

Letibrîgenear Fort Mcefotl, tîteir ranchle lying in tduit noiglibourhood.

Wci arte soct cil' agaiii, rolliîîg over a vast plaini broken beo and there,
Itcwever, lîy grassy bluffs, with iîcattered ]tords iurowHiîîg upon thon and

occasioîîal ltoiiiesteads iii the distance. Now we follow for sonte miles the

half-dried bcd cf a tnibutary of thte Southî Saskatchewvan ; the batiks of the

streani are itîarked b)y refreslîing M~age iii the shape of a few low, stulited

trocs. Evideiîtly tîtero lias been ito nain iii this part of tho country for

nîany weeks, anid preseîîtly ail sigris of water disappear, leaving a dry,
sandy bottont exposod te view. A fow minutes more and we steani into

Medicinte H-at, which is situateti oit a uîandy area anti consists of a row of

wooden bîouse's and low cabins on ecdi sida of the track. A steamner on
the Southî Saskatchewani is tlistinctly visible, aiîchored helow the Mounted

Police barracks, which art' oui a highi bluffl on the opposite side of tie river.
Vihen the train moves o1h agaiîî we cross a solid iron bridge over the river,
sontie thirty feî't ahuove tIti wati'r's level, ju4t outside the towîi; thon follow

the course of tîte Saskatchtewan for a lîttie way, aîîd asceîîd a heavy grade

with htigh grass bluffs on ouie side and the valley of the river on the other
far below us.

Soon the top of the itsceîit is reaclici, ami we are once miore upon the

genuine prairie, which rolis away as far as the oye eau reach in an

unbroken hune te the horizon. 1 cannot (Io botter than to quote a few
lines frein Mr. Flerningas book te givo an adequate idea. of the mouotony
of the scene. Ho says: IlOur point of vision is reaily and truly the
centre of oue vast grassy plain, tîte circumference of which lies defined on
the horizon. As wo look front the rear, the two linos of rails gradually
come dloser till they are lest seemngly in one uine; the row of teiegraph
peles recedes with the distance to a point. 1 should estimate the horizon
te, be removed freont us froin six te eight miles. The sky, witihout a cloud,
forms a blue vault aboe us; nothing around je visible but the prairie on

JULY 29th, 1886.]


