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The Halifax Disaster and the Re-Housing
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Ross & «MNacdonal Ai chîtects Monti cal.

T HE explosion which took place iti the har-bor of Halifax and Nvhich d(_cstroyed a con-
sz erable portion o£ that city, occurred niearly
two years ago, on the anorning of Deember 63,
1917. About two square miles in the north end
of the city, were laid waste in about t-qio seconds,'
when the cargo of the munition slip ''MNont
Blanc," consisting of 4,000 tons of one oî the
most deadly explosives known to scienice %vas
ignited a few mninutes after the collision of this
vessel with the Belgian relief ship "iimo."

As the ''Mont Blanc'' blew up near the
lHalifax shore the portion of the city north of
Russell Street received the fulil force of the ex-
plosion and nothing was Ieft standin g -a'bove
the ground in this section of the city. More
thian fifteen hundred people were either killcdt
instantly or died In the wreckrage and thons-
ands of homeless and injured ones were forced
to fiee for tlieir lives from the fire which lin-
xnediately began to break out in the ruins of
each shattered building, and continued to rage
until the first blizzard of the witer extinguish-
ed the -baze, and left this whole area a mnass of
smoldering ruins.

Rescue work began at once, at first haphaz-
ard, then organized und.er a temporary commiit-
tee. Relief measures grew f rom local first aid
to assistance of tlie m-ost substanrtial kind f romr
cities and States near and far. Large funds of
money were appropriated to carry ont immn-edi-,
ate relief of human suffering, and later a pro-
gram of reconstruction took definite form.

Six weeks after the explosion a relief comn-
mission was appointed. The ruins were cleared
away, and with builders working day and niglit,

colonies of telnporary houses sprang np on the
Commons and public grounds. of the city, and
some five thousand people of the devastated
area were more or less housed in a remarkably
short time. Approximiately S,000 houses have
beeîî repaired. Industries that f aced ruin have
been sustailied by aid ini rehabilitation, and per-
ianient houses to the extent of some 700

homes are now rapidly nearing completion.
The Relief Commission, under the energetic

andi untiring leadership of its chairmnan, Mr. T.
Sherman Rogers, K.C., ably assisted by Judge
Wallace andi Mr. Fowke, lis fellow commission-
or, immiiecliately undertook an active programn to
administer the investrnent of -millions of dollars
-which had been provided for relief purposes,
imvolving the coiplete rebuilding of districts
in which the houses had bJeén destroyed beyond
any hope of repair.

The commission cal'led into consultation Mr.
Thomas Adamns, town planning adviser, Com-
mission of Conservation, Ottawa, and Ross &
Macdonald, architects, of Montreal. The work
of planning a gre!ater and better Halifax has
had the careful study of Mr. Adams for tonie
vcnr--is past, and extensive areas of undeveloped
icald surroncing the city have been'suLtic.intly
surveyed to fix the boundaries.of thc several city
and county seheines.

Altogether the rebuilding of the nmany hun-
dreds of dwellings in -the affected area is of
speciai interest at this time when so mnucl at-
tention is being given'to the subject of housing,
because it involves the most pretentious utiliza-
tion of concrete nits that las ever been under-
takzen and the most extensive housing prograin
that lias as yet beeiî consiclereçi ini Canada.


