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PROPER GROUND 0F CIUuISTIAN UNITY

BY REV. G. PUTNAM, D.D.

IT has been generafly assumned in àll ages of the chureh,
that uniformity, of belie, a. one ness in speculative faith, is.
the ouly ground on which, Christiaus can be one in broth-
erly. fellowship and. in the bond of peace.

We -begin ini the present discussion with a direct denial
of this principle as unsouud, une.vangelical, and pernicious.
Uniformity of speculative opinion ought; not to be regard--
ed as the bond of union and .the ground of. fellowship,
among Christians ; and men by their speculative.-differen-
ces do flot violate the essential oneness of Christiamty.

Jes.us Christ could flot have- requiredI or expeçted.unity
of speculative opinion with. regard to hie reyelation, for
the ,good. and sufficient rQason: that there cannot. be.any
such uriity. The history, of opinions and.the history of'
human, nature, frorni the eàrliest times to the, latest, prover

that there can.not be any thing. liké: uniformity. of opimon
on the subjeots that admit* inany degreer of the exercise of
reason. Such différences begàn under-the ministry of the
Aposties themselves. They> sprang: up immediately, in
VOIL. il.-NO. XII. 2


