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MICROSCOPY AND CRIME.

A curious use of the microscope,” says the
British and Colonial Druggist, * was lately
made in Prussia A barrel of specie from the
frontier arrived at Berlin, emptied of its pre-
cious contents, and filled with sand. Professor
Ehrenberg, the eminent chemist, was consulted
on the subject, and immediately sent for sam-
ples of sand from all the stations along the dif-
ferent lines of railway through which the barrel
had passed, and by means of the blowpipe and
the microscope identified the station from
which the interpolated sand must have been
taken. In due time the culprit was discovered
to be one of the clerks at this station.” Com-
menting on this story, the National Druggist
says: “If the annals of some of our larger
establishments were written, we should doubt-
less find that the microscope had done good
service on many occasions.”

ROPE TRANSMISSION OF POWER.

The plant of the Milwaukee Dry Dock Co.
presents an interesting application of rope
transmission of power. The outfit is of the
Dodge patent American kind, and was installed
by the Milwaukee ‘Rice Machine Co. Power
is transmitted by means of a single one-inch
rope more than 200 feet from a 100 horse-
power engine in the blacksmith shop to the
sawmill. These shops stand at an angle of
about 45 degrees. The engine wheel is 96
inches in diameter, has eight grooves and
transmits power to a sheave with a diameter of
6 feet and grooved for ten warps of the rope.
Two of these grooves are used to drive an
auxiliary shaft. One continuous rope trans-
mits power direct to the shaft in the sawmill.

AN UNEXPECTED REJOINDER.

The Philadelphia Record tells a story con-
cerning President George B. Roberts, of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, in connection with an
inspection tour over the lines of the company.
The inspection party was riding over one of the
branch lines of one of the numerous divisions
of the big system, accompanied by the super-
intendent of the division. The branch hap-
pened to be an exceptionally crooked one, and
as the superintendent was chatting with Presi-
dent Roberts the car made a sudden lurch going
around one of the sharp curves, which led the
superintendent to remark to his chief that *‘the
engineer who built this branch knew d——n
little about engineering.”” With a merry twinkle
in his eye the president replied: " Yes, that is
so.. But I was very young when I located the
road, and I know better now.” The superin-
tendent was completely discomfited by this
reply, not having been aware that the then
president of the Pennsylvania Railroad had,
when quite a young man, located and done the
engineering work thereon. President Roberts,
on the other hand, took this somewhat severe
criticism on his early work as a good joke.—
Engineering Review,

THE UNITED STATES MINT.

The report made last week to the Secretary
of the Treasury by the Director of the United
States Mint for the fiscal year ended 80th June,
1897, covers the operations of the mints and
assay offices, together with the statistics of
foreign countries, relative to production and
coinage of the precious metals and the monetary
condition of each. The value of the gold de-
posited at the mints and assay offices during
the fiscal year, 1897, was as follows : Domestic
bullion, $60,618,239; mutilated and uncurrent
domestic coin, $1,015,314; foreign bullion and
coin, $22,559.534; old plate and jewelry,
$2,810,248. The purchases of silver bullion for
subsidiary silver coinage, under the provisions
of section 8,526, revised statutes of the United
States, aggregated 259,248 fine ounces, costing
$171,455.

But this statement about ** subsidiary silver
is a bagatelle compared with the coking of
silver under the Sherman Act for a series of
years. The total coinage of silver dollars from
bullion purchased under that act from August
13th, 1890 (the date at which the law took
effect), to July 1st last, has been 63,748,477
pieces, containing 53,172,650 ounces of fine
silver, costing 851,582,154, giving a seigniorage
of $17,216,322, not a bad profit on the coining.
The net imports of gold were $44,609,841, as

against $78,904 612 net export for the previous
fiscal year. The net exports of silver were
$32,636,835, as against $33,262,258, for the fiscal
year 1896.

STOCKS IN MONTREAL.

MonTREAL, Oct. 27th, 1897.

Closing |8 o
Prices. i
Srtocks. 4 ; 03%
l‘-’n E ’Sﬂ
B e
3 m |«
Montreal 245 | 288 | 225%
Ontario. 100 9T 19
olsons. 205 | 195 1778
Toronto . tereee oo s oo | 880 1 297 | 227
Merchants ...... 1074 1884 170%
Commerce ...... 135 | 126
Union ..y veceereeeevnrensfenecosass[srsvennnaforrnerans 18 | 100
M. Te\e%.. 1773 175 | 164
Rich. & On 19°] 108 80
Mont. St.Ry ... 925 | 2243 9143
do new stock Q40 M3
Gas  .....ceeeveene
C. PacificRy ...
Ld. Grant bnds.
N.W. Land pfd.
Bell Tele...... ...
Mont. 47 stock

Commercial.

TORONTO MARKETS.

ToronTo, Oct. 28th, 1897.

Dairy PropucTs.—Good dairy butter is
acarce, and finds ready sale upon arrival, mer-
chants quoting 16 to 163c. Medium to low
qualities are more abundant, and slow of sale
at even the lowest prices. ¢Creamery butter is
more plentiful, and the tone of the market is
easier at 19 to 20c. per lb. for prints, and about
18 to 19c. for tubs.  The export trade is some-
what weaker. Cheese is lifeless. Large quan-
tities are held in the country, and some dealers
predict a break in the market soon. A steady
market exists for eggs. Offerings are free. The
quality of held stock is not satisfactory. We
quote: fresh, 15 to 16c¢.; held, 13 to 1l4c.;
limed, 13 to 134c.

FLoUR AND MEeAL.—Activity characterizes
the trade in flour, both by way of export and
import trade. Shipments are going forward
principally to the United Kingdom, and mainly
to these ports; Liverpool, Belfast, London,
Glasgow and Leith. e local trade is active.
A fair movement to the Maritime Provinces is
reported, but values in this market are lower
than in the British centres, and merchants are
shipping with the idea of retaining trade con-
nection. From Newfoundland reports of new
vigor in trade are received, and a fairly active
trade is taking place with that island. 1In the
United States, Minneapolis mills are reporting
an extraordinary demand for flour, and have
actually been forced to buy that commodity
from outside mills. One company, which con-
trols five mills with a daily capacity of 14,000
barrels, is said to be unable to supply their own
demand, the first time in two or three years
that the company has been forced to buy &s
own product.

GRAIN.—Wheat is up 2 to 3c. per bush, as
compared with quotations last week. Values
are firm at the advance. Deliveries are being
made freely by farmers, altbough the recent
rains had the effect of increasing the attention
paid to fall ploughing, and for a few days re-
ceipts diminished somewhat. The roads are, as
a rule, in excellent condition. Peas are steady

prices nominal. A dull and unsatisfactory
market exists in buckwheat. Rye is firm in
value, and active. There is only a moderate
movemeat in corn. The New York ¥ournal
and Bulletin, October 2Tth, says: * Stocks in
Europe are still small, as a ryle, notwithstand-
ing recent heavy arrivals, which were expected
to depress those markets more than they did,
even with pretty free marketing of native
wheats on the other side,.especially in France,
in expectation that the Government will grant
the petition of the Municipal Council of Paris
to reduce the duty on wheat. Hungary and
Austria are still taking wheat and rye in our
markets to supply the deficit, which is_increas-
ing on later estimates, which seems like ship-

ping coal to Newcastle thus to be compelled to
supply one of our former competitors for the

m
574 | enquiry ; all offers at anything less than
.| ard quotations are promptly closed.

and unchanged. Barley remains dull, with|;

=

import trade.of Western Europe. But that
should draw its deficit from America instead o
from Russia argues ominously for a short?

crop in that country than has been pelieved:
The stocks in store at Port Arthur on o
15th were 1,113,195 bushels, and there Wg
received 820,108 bushels, and shipped 658 %

bushels, leaving in store on Oct. 23rd, 1.251':'

bushels.

acti?®

GRroceriEs-—Trade is moderately

Dried fruits appear to be the chief attracti%

Advices from Smyrna state that the fig

there is very firm. Many of the large pac s

houses have shut down, owing to rains and

high prices for fine quality figs. The Cf"&‘
ver!

| pew Naples walnuts is reported to be S

than the average of recent years, but O
satisfactory quality. The sugar selling arr
ments are still a” subject of debate, 88C,
trade is in a state of transition. Itisim

to ‘gredict what will be the outcome of P g
difficulties. The world’s visible supply of o
sugar was 1,090,000 tons, against 1,100, s
last week. For canned goods there is st‘“d'

Hipes anp Skins. — The hide marke‘_ﬁg,
mains in a most unsatisfactory conditi
Merchants are paying 9c. for green cowh!
and 9}c. for steers; cured are quoted 3{, %
same prices. How long this stupidity =
last no one knows. As all the trade k:ﬂ””
the high prices paid to butchers are th¢ agbt
of competition between two firms, b'i‘" 1
about by family complications, and unt 10 ®
is settled, hide merchants are called upo® “gye
business without a profit. Sheepskit® -y
worth 90c.; calfskins are unchanged- A of
cago advice, Oct. 26th, says: “Tone,w
market fairly firm; business fairly act! !',y‘*
though no large trade reported. Re“‘"k o
chases made by tanners cleaned the mar P‘ﬂ
all native steers hides oftering, and prices by
were 11 to 11jc. The close was frf ‘s
native steers at 11 to 1ljc.; heavy TeX' "¢
10jc. ; butt brands, at 10c; branded ¢0%C gt
9jc. ; Colorados, at 9c.; heavy native coy

10 to 10jc., and light do., at 10} to 104¢-

¥

LeaTHER.—The market is quiet. T::.,ﬂ'
and merchants report orders from shoe * "yt

facturers as few and small Those “g::;
handling specialties suited to other 10057

find a moderate market for their stock-

Provisions.—The feeling in pro‘jisl"“.f,,f
is somewhat easier this week. Prices: 1% g}
pathy with the hog market, are lower: ,gr
receipts of dressed hogs have been f"ﬁ'egg 5
cially in rail shipments. For light ¥ cet
$5.90 is quoted, and for heavy $5.50 P e b
Buyers of provisions appear to be waitiog “gpe
drop in values, and are keeping away %, n h‘d
market. A considerable trade is dowS'k T
meats, long clear bacon, and barrel PO' 2. q 4
falling off in trade has been most DOt
smoked meats.

MONTREAL MARKETS:

—_— w’"
MoNTREAL, Oct. g7th, ¥

Asugs.—The market is partlcqlagzw.ﬁ‘
We bave not heard of any export sBIP g ;
a fortnight, and there are few ashes © at ,J
Quotations are more or less nom '5’ , M
for first quality of pots, seconds
pearls $4.40 per cental. oy

CEMENTS AND FlREBRxcxs.-Rac"'g?;w. ~
ments for the week are small, onlybe'
of English, but two steamships 08 2%
the river are understood to have dy 1
supplies of Belgian. A pretty Ste¥ mel [
is geing done at the firmer prices. & for
to 2.20 for English, and $1.90 to $2 91,85 %
A1,000 brl. ot of the latter sold &% % Ffof
last report. Of firebricks tbe recf‘uc
week are 70,000, and grices contin
$16 to $21, as to brand. 1t g

Dairy Probucts.—Cheese expoat‘-"s box"'w:
were ynusually heavy, totalli,tg_lgl' " of 7
against 63,456 for corresponding hip“‘””‘l’“’
year. From New York the s} o s
cheese last week were only 11,392 1

A\

at

Do eod s
market continues to show deCl’";i'ﬁ,r
weaker to the extent of about 2 q.ern i ¥
cent since last report, Finest Wes

quoted at 8} to 8fc.; Townships: isu'd‘ »
Quebec, 84 to 8c. In butter thef® h,;;:‘,.
tivity, buyers and sellers bein m

e
g
their ideas, but values are decw




