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TO STOP MARINE GAMBLING.

Text of New British Bill-Wise Discrimination is
Showu.

Marine insurance circies have awaited witli keen interest
the text of Mr. Winston Churchil's bill to prohibit gambling
on loss by maritime perils. This has now been issued and
the measure will lie formaily known as the Marine Insurance

(Gambling Policies) Bill. The text of the bill is as foilows:

Y.-(î) If-(a> Any persan effects a contract of marine

insurance without having any bona fide interest, direct or
indirect, either in the safe arrivai of the ship' in relation to
which the contract is made or in' the safety or preservation
cf the subject-matter insured, or a bana fide expectatian of
sudh an interest; or (b) any persan in the employment of
thc owner of a ship, flot belng a part owner of the ship,
effects a contract of marine insurance in relation ta the ship,
and the contract lu made Ilinterest or no interest," or Il with-
out further proaf of interest than the policy itseif," or «twith-
out benefit of salvage ta tii. insurer," or subject ta any other
like termi, the contract shal bie deemed ta bie a contract by
way cf gambiing on ioss by maritime perils, and the persan
effecting it shaIl bce guilty of an offence, and shahl be hiable,
on summary conviction, ta imprisonment, with or without
bard labour, for a terni nat exceeding six months or ta a fine
nat exceeding anc hundred pounds, and in either case ta
farfeit any money hie may receive under the contract.

(2) Any braker through wham, and any insurer with
whom, any sudh cantract is effectcd shahl be guilty of an
offence and liable on summary conviction ta the like penal-
ties if lie acted knowing that the cantract was by way cf
gambling an lous by maritime perils within the meaning of
this Act.

(3) Proceedings undler this act shal flot lie instituted
without the consent cf the Attorney-Genperal.

(4) Proceedingu shall nat be instituted under this Act
against a persan (ather than a person in the empioymcnt cf
the owner of the slip in' relation ta which the contract was
made) allcged to have effccted a contract by way of g-axb-
ling on loas by maritime perils until an opportunity lias been

affordcd him of showing that the contract was net sucli a

cantract as aforesaid, and any information given by thiat

persan for that purpase shail flot bie admissible in evidence
against hlm in any prouccUtiali under this Act.

(5) If proceedîigs under this Act are taken against any
person (other than a persan in the empioyment of the owner

of the ship in relation ta which the contract was made) for

cff ecting sucli a contract, and the contract was made " in-

terest or no interest," or " without further proof of interest
than the. policy itseif," or " without benefit of salvage ta

the. insurer," or subject ta any other like terni, the contradt

shal bie deerned ta bie a contract by way af gambling on

los. by maritime perils uniess thc contrary is j,.oved.
(6) Any persan aggrievcd by an order or decision of a

éourt of surnmnary jurisdiction under this Act may appeal te
quiarter sessions~.

(7) F'or thc purposes of this Act tihe expression "owner"
includes charterer.

(8 u-sectiOns (3) and (6) of this section shall net

a.cean

iatcd-
,IlV h8',

Mr. McLean Stinson, of the Rimouski Fire Insurance
Company has saiied for Europe, and wiil be away six weeks.

The Occidental Fire Insurance Company has received a
license to transact business throughout Canada. The head
office is Wawanesa, Man.,

The Middlewest Fire Insurance Company has been
licensed ta carry on business in Manitoba. R. A. Shadrick,
Winnipeg, lias been appointed chief agent in the Province.

A prairie fire swept a district of î,ooo miles in extent fifty
miles east of Swif t Current, in Saskatchewan. Severai farm
houses were destroyed and several deaths occurred as a resuit.

The Germania Mutuai Fire Insurance Company is seek-

ing incorporation in Saskatchewan, with head office in
Langenburg. The first general meeting was held in Langen-
burg on May ist.

The German Mutuai Fire Insurance Company is seeking

incorporation in Alberta, with head office in Wetaskiwin. The

first generai meeting of the company wili be held in Wetaski-
win on May 2oth.

The Gamewell auxiIiary system, of electric fire alarma is
now being instailed in' ail the departments of the I.C.R., in'

St. John, by the Vaughan Electric Company, Limited. The

systGeU includes 53 aiarm boxes.

The thief who stole the diamonds valued at $2,125 oni

April 23rd.fram Mr. Thomas A. Grothle's store, Montreal,
has net bee» captured, and the Fideiity and Çasuaity Comn-
pany have forwarded a cheque for $ 1,000, the extent of the

insurance on the stolen goods.

It is statcd that the Vancouver Island Underwriters' As-
sociation have decided ta bring about thn reduction in' fire in-
surailce rates of Victoria providing that the Coundil adopt
the recotumendatians of the new chief for an increase in
brigade and the equipment, the cost of which wiil bie $17,775.

The Smith-Fess Insurance Agency of Winnîpeg have re-
linquished several agencies, and secured the agency of the
American Central Insurance Company, of St. Louis, with a
eapîtal of $5,0ao,ooo. The Smith-Fess Agency have applicd
for admission ta the Board of Fire Underwriters.

The Commercial Union- Fire Insurance Company, of
New, York, lias been authorized to carry on business in'
British Columbia. The company's capital is $200,000, di-
vided inta 2,000 shares of $ioo eadi. The head offce for

British Columinia is at Vancouver, with A. T. Von Etlinger
jas attorney.

An interesting story cames from Gait and is shown in

the official records of the Gare District Insurance Company
of that town. Messrs. A. H. Lofft & Company, dry goods,
St. Mary's, had a loss by fire, for whidh the adjusters allowed
$6,25o. At their next stock-taling the firin became con-
vinccd thcy rcaily had flot iost more than $3,75o. Havig- con-
firmed this by a second stock-taking thcy immedîately retura-
cd the fire insurance campanies $2,500, overpaid by them, the~
share of the Gore beinz $289.43.
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