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"lnient Commander is sure that there is not an officer in the department
"Who would coîîtemplate that niethod of preserving the lives of bis
"nmen> he is forcedl to the conclusion that those who habitually and per-
"sistently neglect the instruction of their men in the use of the rifle, are
"thoughtiosa of the great responsibility which resta on those in whose
"banda the lives of men are placed.."

lIt would be a good thing for the force in Canada if the above
quotation couid be embodied in a General Order f rom Headqtnarters,
and that ho made compuilsory upon officers to tcach. their mien how to
shoot.

In the tirgot system of the U. S. Arrny, officers are required to
practise with their men. "lThis insures to the officer a practical and
thorough knowledge of the use and capabilities of the weapon with
which bhis men are arined, and it aiso brings the officer into officiai
relationship with bis mon, that teaches them patience and persevorance
while instructing, and forbearance in the oxercise of arbîtrary
authority.",

The excellence attained with the Snider or the Martini-Henry rifles
was hardly anticipated by those wvho urged the British Government to
adopt thenm into the service. It is ail very well to speak or toll of the
wonderful scores made with the match rifle, for such rifles have ail the
adventitious aida of carefully weigbed charges of powdor, speciaily
îrepared and selected bullets, nicerometic siglits, the perfection of work
and mechaniani iu the rifle itself, and the numerous etceteras wbich
attend a match rifle; but take the man, who witlî a rifle issued and
used for the put-pose of drill, put in fact to, ita legitiniate use, and the
cartridges supplied to the corps to wvhich ho belongas, withotit any extra-
neous aida or appliancea, save it may be a vernier, and entirely throughi
hiq own knowledge and skihl, can, and does make high scores at 500
and 600 yards, and voit have what may logitirnately bo called-a J>er-
feet înarksman. The amail bore man lmuy niake at i ,000 ' ýards bull's
eyes without stint, and bis shooting ii after ail to a great extent
niechanical; but take the Snider shot and you have sometbing very
different, for bis good aihootincg dependa upon bis having a thorough
knowiedge of bis rifle; an instinctive perception of what to, do on tho
spur of the moment; correct judgment in the niatters of wind and
Sun, heat and cold, fog and vain; the aiiowances to be made therefor,
and to properiy estimate in sighiting for those aiiowances; a clear oye;
a flrn and steady grip of the rifle; confidence in the cartridges used;
and the habit of noting for future reference tho conditions under whichi
each s1tot hias been fired, wvhether in practice or in a match.

To bc Continued.

TEE D. Pi. A. MEETING.

Tho seven teenth antna prize meeting began on the morning of
the 3lst Atigust, at the Rideaut Ranges, Ottawa, where for many years
î>ast the matches have been held. For those who have nover visited
this r'ange it wouid bo impossible, for those wvho have, it would be
unniecessary to descrie it. For the benefit of the latter we may, how-
ever, mention that the arrangements are sinîilar to those of last year.
On the baniks of the Rideau. are targots A. and B for the Al'artiini's
shooting, at 800 yards ami for the long-range match. Thon corne highi
targets C, D, E and F in the old trenches for aIl thc 500 yards firing at
extra sorios, Martini and pool. Next, ln one long trench 100 yArds
fardier back than the last naméd, are the 25 targets wvhiclh will bo used
ine the regular matches, with their numibers on the fence abovo them,
even nunîibers black on a whiite ground, and odd numibers tho reverse.
lIn the fieid to the riglit of the range proper are tai'gets G and H for
the extra matches at 200 yards, wvJile on the rigit of ai is theo revolver
target. The officiai tents arc thrown fardier back than last year, wvell
clear of the 600 yards range. The'officers iii the various departnîcnts
are as foliows

President of the Association-Lieut.-Col. the flon. G. A. XKirk-
i)atrick, Speaker of the Huse of Couinons.

Chiairmian of the Execuitive Comitiiteee, pro leim-Lietut.-Col. Wrn.
W'hite, 43rd O. & C.R.

Speciai Conuuiittee for the Mýatches-Lieut..(!ol. Whîite, Lient.-Col.
Mtcdonialu, Maitor- B3lackilock, Lieut.-Col. Gibson, i\ajor.Gencrai Laurie.

Ex( cutive Officer-Ma-«jor J. P. llcphcî'soin, Guards.
Pianget Officers for Artillery-Mýajor LeSuieur, 8th R. R. ; Captain

liodgins, Guards; Capt. Evans, 43rd Batt. ; and Lieut. Bli%,s, O.F.B.
Secr-etary's Oflice-Lieuit.-CoI. Bacon, Sccretary ; Lieut. Todd,

G.G.F.G., Messrs. Barpee, Short, Harrison.
Treasurer's Office-Lien t. -Colonel Macpherson, Treastirer; AI r.

lewbitt.
Statistical Offices-Mlajor Walsh, 43rd ; Messrs. C. C. Rogers amd

B.H. lluuciphmeys.

We append the detail of the Middleton match, which lias been.
arranged siiîce ocir Lest issue, for prizes presented by th1e Major- General
conimanding.

Tite !diddleton Match-Value $50.
Presented by Major-General Sir Frederick Mlddleton, K.OC. M. G.

Entrauce free. Open to sections of 5 men, as in the British ChalleLger
Sbield Match.

Prize-lst prize, $25; 2ad prize, $15 ; 3rd prize, $10.
To the sections inaking tho higbest aggregate scores in the following

stages:
L -Skirmisldng.

Distance.-Varying froin 500 yards to 100 yards.
Position.-Prone, but whero the nature of the ground does tint permit of Ibis

position, the firor may use the kneeling or standing position at hie discretion.
No. of Round.-Ten per man to bo firod advancing and ton per man to be

fired retiring.
Bize of Targels -4 foot x 2 feet 6 luches, to, be exposedl at irregular inter vai&.

and at uncertain periodo. Firing to commence on appearance of targets.
The double to be used in advancing and the quick înarch in retiring.

2.-Vole y Firing.
Distance.-As aboya.
Position.-As above.
No. of Rounds.-Five per man to be fired advancing and flve per inan to bo

fired retiring.
Size qf Tajrqets.-As above. The sections to advance nt the double and fire

five rounds by word of comnend at targeta exposed for 15 secondF, and thtn
retire in quick time and fire five rounds in the eame manner.

Dress, rilR ammunition, &c., as in ordinary matches. No knapsacks or kit
ri quircd.

There are present about 300 comipetitors, of whorn about 226 are
front Ontario and Quebec, 30 fî'oiu Nova Scotiia, 24 from New Bruns-
wvickç, 10 froîn Prince Edward Island, and 10 fromn Manitoba.

[Up to the tirne of writing threo, matches have been concludcd, but
we prefer reserving the scores until next wveek, so that a comiplote
record of the whole mueeting 'viii ho published in the one issue. We
inay mention that the Nursery was won by Serge. Hora, 14th Battalion,
with a score of 24; the Manufacturers' hy Sergt. King, 45th Battalion,
'vith 34 ; and the Rideau by Soî'gt. Allan, with 35.
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T11E ECAPIN ESN

No sconer are wo freeil of the bu.stie and excitement of Wimbledon
-of the shooting ani the inany varied matters of interest and import-
ance incidentai to a gatherincg of its kind and dimensions, th'an our
attention is directed to the doings of the thousands of volinteers under
canvas, wvhose encampments are to bc met 'vith iii aincost evcry part of
the country. We presume it will ever be a matter of controversy wvîth
sonie as to the relative advantages of shooting as compared wvith drill, aud
the task votild ho quite hopeless were anyone to atteînpt to narrow down
the e'adiatedl views of inany of the patriotic critica of our national niove-
ment. Maiiy prominent thinkers and outspokeu wvriters do îîot iesitate
to point out thre mnany glariug defects in our ar-my systeni, and advocate
wviLl considerabie force thlat the present teaching of drill and shooting
should just bo revcrsed, that instead of so match drill and so littie shoot-
ing 'vo slîould just have the opposite, and that every soldier should ho
trained to the utînost, with the view of making hlm a thoroughi marks.
nman, sud iu whiosc baudsa rifle wvould be a wveapon of deadly precision,
when such 'vas nccessary. If tih is reforni ho neccsaary for the perfecting
of ouer arniy-and wvc are- at ont) vith those wvho are of that opinion-
equaiiy so is it necessary for the botter efliciency of the vohînteers. So
long, boy.ever' as the presont systemt of training remains unaltered
(where êecry effort vhîich la put forth hy those lu authority is purely
,end sitaipy in the interests of driii) the vounutter force of oui' country
wviIl iost probably not receive those deserts lu shooting exporicuce to
which they ar'e entitied, and continue to romain a grand exani)Ile of
h)ttiiotic valour-yct an unknowe q uantity-in unt.rained men. To
those thousands of mon, however, wvho are. at prosent taking part in
the varions manSeuvres ail pi-aise is dute ; their work is heavy sud
arditous. lIt is no fault of theiî's that sonie higlier standard of SUil
not demanded fr'ont theni, but îuanv are the advantAtgcs which thcy wiIl
derive frei thieir outing, both iu traininîg sud lietltlî-giving exercice.
Considerable complainte are rife on the scor'e of insuflicient goveruniieut
camp allowvance. Vhmat la given goea but a very short way to defray
the exI)Cfse or' these g4ffleri:îgs, and it le sadly to bo regrctt'ed thiat suc'h
deficienties have to ho met either by private munificence of oflicers, cr
dIratwî-iii niauy cases-frour the already too heavily buî'dened regi-
nieiit4l funds.- Vol. Recor'd.
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