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BrilI's Disease. (Muld. Rec.) (Abst. inlcrsfate Med. Jour.)

To Dr. N. E. Bri, of New Yorkç, belongs the great credit of

having isolated froîii the maiss of eonfusing Levers secu ini a larýge

general hospital, a group with uniform and defloite flndings. This

group had been studied by Bri for inany years, before he Leit

justified in decribing tlue disease as an undoiîbted clinieal cntity;

and, in the literature "wlieh foliowed thc publication of biis articles,

the diseasýe became known by his naine. As tbere stili secîns to be

some discussion as to the nature of tbe malady, we slhal kcep the

ramne, 'Brill's disease.''
The definition of the disease is (floted verbatim from lriil 's

report: "'An acute infections disease of unknown origin and un-

known pathology, eharacerized. by a shiort ineuhation period ( four

tc five days), a period of continnus Lever, aeeoînpaniedi by intense

headache, apatliy andi prostration, a profuse and extensive erythe-

matous mnaculo-papular eruption, ail of about two weeks' duration,

whereupon the fever abruptly ceases cîtiier by erisis witbin a fexv

hours, or by rapid lysis w'ithin tbree days, wbien ill symiptomis

disappear.''
Ileadache is intense, eoniinctiviuP are (orlgested. Abouit 11we Sis\th

day a characteristie rash appears. At first found over the ab-

domien and baek, it quickiy spreads to the thorax and to tbe arnis

and thighls, and oecasionally to the neck, forearins, bands, legrs and

feet. The rash is duil red, very slightl.y raised, does not disappear

on pressure, does not appear iii erops, is profuse and is distinctly

crythematous. The pulse is not igh 86 to 100 per minute, is soft,

full, of low tension and often dierotie. The teniperature reaebes

its fastigium on the second or third day, reiinains eonstantly higli

+111 just before the erisis, when a precritical risc iniy oceur. Consti-

pation is a markced feature of the diseaise. The spleen is freqllently,
but not always, eiarged. Assoeiated with intense beadaehe are

extreme apathy and a facial expression of great *pain. On the

twelfth 10 tbec fourteenth day the symptoins disappear, the temnpera-

ture drops, and the patient feels perfeetly well.


