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scierosis is to lie held accountable for the niuscular atrophy. AI-
though the Rontgen rays have donc mucli to facilitate diagnosis
under these conditions, it cannot be said that they have in any
way rolbcd the reflexes of the value that attached to them bcfore
the rays were put to u h ~iulîse. It iay lie safely said that the rays
have suJ)plenlented, flot supplanted, the refiexes iii this sphere of
their usefulness, for while they niay reveal an accessory rib, caries
or other disease of the cervical vertebroe to account for the munscular
atrophy, iii thc absence of these conitions they cannot tell us
wlîether the atrophiy is of central or of peripheral origin, nor can
they fnirther .-ive us the good idea the reflexes eau as to which of
the sevcral affectiorîs of thc spinal cord is ]ikely to lie responsilile
for the condition.

Two affections that inay easily li econfontîded, ani that present
considerable ditfiiuity of diagnosis at times, aithougli at other
times the elinical pictures are so wîdely different that there is no
possibility of eonfoundingr titein, are ereheHlar tuior and dis-
semnîatc selerosis. A proper al)preciation of the diffcreit; l)ehavjor
of the reflexes in the two coniidtions xvili go far towards clearing
up the question that is iii douit; indeed, the diagnosis mîay iargleiy,
if not enlîrelv, <Icienîl on what, if any, alterations are dcterinined
iii the reflexe.s. Whle varions alterations of the tendon-jerks
obtain iii tuinor of the cerebl)Iuin whicli mnay accord xvitlî what is
found iii disseininate scicrosis, the superficial reflexes prove of
distinct service in differential diagnosis, for the lilantar reflex coun-
nion]y assumes the extensor type uit an early stage of dissemaînate
selerosîs. whîie it ouy <loes so as a bite ex-cnt iii a case of tunir of
the cerelielluin, and is then to lie ascribed to sonue comlpiication
ratiier flian to the nu)rlud coniditioni of the cerelielluni itse]f.

Tlic reservation that bas bad to lie muade iii regard to tlic plan-
tar reflex does îlot apply to thc otiier sui)erieial 1-eflexes o11 which
a diagmosis nway lie hased, for, assminî tliat the local cond(itionis of
flic abdomîinal walls bce suceh as to permit the abdominîal reflexes to
lie olifained, tlieir absence inay lie rcgarded of eonsidlerahle ii-
portance in diagniosis, foi-, wlîile tlîey are unaffected in cases of
tumor of the cerclielluin, tiîey arc ab)sent iii a larg-e proportion of
cases of disseiniiiate selerosis. The reflexes inay thus serve to
deterinine whiether we are iii the presence of an affection iii whlich
operative intervention inay lie expcted to liring relief, or whcther
the nîorbidu conditionu is one iii w hiel operatiou would uîot oîily lie
useless, but aetually harnîf i.

It is impossible to leave this part of our sublject without refer-
ring- to the value that attaches to the extensor plantai, reflex iii the


