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IlVWbat, that acrobatic trick 1 spoke of? Really, Joua,
I'm surprîsed-"

"INo, you silly!i I menti stopping short whien you bave
spoken twenty minutes. l'Il give you a signal. WVhen
you sce me raise niy handkerchief so, (sziting tMe action
to tMe wodyou've spoken long enougbi, se y0u can bring-
the sermon te a close as soon as possible witlîout seeniing
too al)rupt."

"IThat 1$ an excellent idea, Julia," said Mr. Postlecreed,
"and will save nie a world of trouble."

IlVery well then, that's understood," replied bis better-
hall. IIl'Il give you the sign when to stop."

"Look here, NIrs. Pestlecreed, a nice mess you've geot
nie in with the chureh by your shameful conduet this
mnorning. The people are wild with exciternent. Didn't
you notice the way they acted as we carne out, staring a
me and shaking their heads. I ovetheard eld M'%rs. But-
strode sa>' te hier lhusband, as we came dewn the aisie,
'Why, its perfectly scandalous. M'\r. Pestlecreed didn'î
speak more than five minutes,' andtihde deacons and tend-
ing parishioners are holding a consultation in the vesti
bule, and the long, and short of it is that they'll conclude
that miv usefulness 1$ ait an end. Five minutes-miadami
l'es, five miinutes- hefore I biat fairly cfniarged 01n Fîrstly.
I ou and > our handkerchîef signal haive ruincd me-e

"ut realy Pilgrm I "
"h don't explaine don't say you didn't men te!

Wby, Imade sure you must have made a utistake at first
but you gave me the signal twice, so, of course, I supposcd
I must have been speaking long eneugh. Whiat demn
of malice prompted you, madame to, make a lauighing-
stock of your husband and create a scandaI in the sanctu-
ary by your ill-timed jest? "

'But, Pilgrim de-"2
1I amn not angry 'vith yen, Julia, not carried awavy by

passion, but simpiy sorry, very sorry, that you shouid so
far have forgotten what is due te mie as a preacher of the
Gospel'-what is due to yourseif as rny wife-as to delib-
erately plan te render mie ridiculous in the.eyes of th4
congregation pe

WRESTLING WITH THE SPIRIT.

Il1flgrini Postiecreed 1 Hear nie hiall a minute. \Vas
it mi LtuIt if I had a cold ini the biead ? I ceuldn't bPl1p
using niy hiandkcerchief, and neyer thought about the
signal at the Uie."

"iVWeil, ail I caii sa), i it is nuest unfortuniate, and wve
may think ourselves iucicy if I don't bace ni), position over
it. To think that I sat down aller preachins enly five
minutes," and the w'retchecl ninister groaned ait Uie
thought of the bideous anomal>' w'hich a five minute
sermon presented te his minci.

Singular te relate, however, the congregation didn't
viewv i ini that îvay. A few of the eider niembers w'ere
scandalized, but the great majerity regarded it as a desir-
able innovation. Anid public opiniion crystallized sefirmily

in is laver during the week tint his original intention of
rnking a full confession and explanation ivas abandoncd.

Tie fie minutes sermon wvas a nine days woncler, and ail
sorts of hypotheses were advanced te acceunt for $0
extraordinary a departu.e frei pulpit cenventionalities.
And ta this day whcen the affair is recalled the gossîps
assert tint the cause ef Mr. P-ostiecreed's abbrevîation of
bis diseourse 'vas the painful discevery tint bis vif'e ivas
carrying on a handk;erchief flîrtation w'ith a Toronto dry-
goods drumimer, which upset bimi 50 that hie was unable
te preceed. ________

ON£ DEGRER ABOVE ZERO.

J EN IMiýA 're ])Al)- I heeCrd Squîre Joncs say we ivas
J gemn' te bey the Reverin' jeshua Markerley aller next

conférence."
DAD 1-o Jnîutr-,%I-" Weil, we jist ain't, Sissie; w"e can:t

afl'erd te faîl se for behînd our neighbors. At Foggsvilic
aud Sberk's Corners, and Spriggîn's Creek, and Bleom-
îngten, and Doople's Bridge, and Mà-ount MNaria. tbey're
prcmnised 1) D's., or L.L.D's., or Ph.I)'s., and we're
beund te keep up. AIl tbem fellows tînt ain't docter of
sometbinig or 'nother kmn go eut as missienaries te Quebec,
or tbe Holy Landi, er Mi\anitoba."

IDENTITY.
(Ax iLONG N4VA ,TVM; T. B. XRI')

S OM\EWHIERE, in dlesolate lmooen-swept space,
In sub)urb-Ia-nd, in pa-nu'trec-Iand,

''wo E'jitities met face to facc,
And tende eatch other stand.

"And art thou real, " cried one aga41pe,
Or unsubsta.ntia-l,, vague like tie?"

iknew flot, " sii the Second Shape,
"'For the rniortgages are threc."


