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zthat our‘knowledcre is'inad® i up ennrely of our conceptlons of the
“vatious’ powers whlch*o xgruate' phenomena in the- worlds, ﬂmrd
whrehrwé“'{ ‘are placed‘as obgérvers: 5 - T
L AWe'dre Jiot* rmheed able;l‘tqo"kdd ‘a smgle new ‘power 'of fact to
‘thosé whlclﬁratur"e' iﬁ"all l?'er e erallz:ttlons embodres, nor to orlgr-
‘nate; a*smgle new Vice or vrrtue in-all' the spheres of her® operatron :
‘B rr'r'e may observe, v.e may Tegrster, we may emp]oy, and we
‘may erpouud those powers,'vu:es S vrrtues, which do exrst nnd
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rneral 'Knowded cre. .
“ - QU Lnowledge must be ‘both oeneral ‘and’ partrcular. ' Every |
man is supposed to have a prol’essron, and the’ knowledge ‘which
appertams to his' prof'v.ssron, whatever it ma ¥y be,’ he should be inti-
‘mately versed in; (hére can be no plea for ignorance in this “de-.
partment, for the public have a right to expect everr practmoner
“to be 1cqua1nted with his proper’ business, nét only up to'thé' pe-
rrod wheu the course of his education in it e¥pired, and" he is sald
‘in agrven phrase, to have finished his'studies;—but up to the pre-
‘sent, so as to include all hecessary stores of knowledge which hrs
profession at large may have' embodted since he started on his ca-.
‘reer of fame : lwq}'s rememberrhg, that mcreased kuawledﬂ'e is
' n*cr’ea?b pmver,—thatl hig stuclre§ can_ never he ﬁmshed till further
rmprovement is, rendercdtnnpossrdle L and the.~ when a man- ceases
‘to study?-’l.o'lad ancehr pwfessron hc Ceases to be worthy of rt"'
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i thrs kmd of knowledge were unnecessar), sur.h an ‘institution,
could not be needed for'its’ object'is not to teach trades, to train
mechanlcs, or to give profeshlonal courses of instruction ; but to!
-collect atid exhibit those lights which the collateral sciesices and
“afts furnish, so as to orrgrnate*t thirst, if not a crrtrcal tastc, for
Lnonledﬂ'e of every kmd

;! fzar may, perhaps, be entertamed that thus the attention will
‘be-tos mueh divided, so as to create a dlstrgctlpg mﬂuence, injuri-
ous 'to aman’s profession, und p'rot"..s'ronal interests: and " in some
‘instanices this feir may be \Jarranted by the d:scorery that certain’ |
‘Dersons are so e1srly led away by new purs‘urts, and are so prone to
"entlibsiasm, as'to constitute every noveIty inld a passion, to whrch
“all else’must ‘do homage.’

let, even thrs ‘kind of eonstrtutron, characterised by : a deﬁorency
ol'Judcrment, :md an undue warmlh of' emotron, is hest, corrected
by a wrder pursurt of Lnowledge ‘for either an enlarged acquaint-
ance w’rtlr lhe elements and pleasr.res—“zf science, will sober the
predon’nnant emotron of orrldrnhtrng 'ncw ones, or the etnotion it-
self, indicating a genius for its favourrre -pursuit, will demand and

- ,obtain the general homage, and thps pg,mt out through life a 'pro-

1essmnal path.. ; e

Should .a, mnah’s. passron for a secondary depargurentofknowledge

.be less rmmoderatc, it mrght still not. be, without danger, as trench-
_ing 00 much wupon the;time and means, of right belongmg to his
professmp. 4n this - case, prudence should e exercised, and her
dictates cannot, perhaps, be better answered to, than by a determi-

nation to:abstain for a time- from the study. which. has become a

,pernicious foible ;. not, however, to.spend the. time- unimproved,

.but in other pursuits which, .though lr.ss relished, will be more
wholesome. : , L

It is-a proof of nature’s oenerosrty, that every study is liable tos

become sucha(pa&sron as I have alluded to, for it does but evi-

dénce the pleasure, attendrng every study. The pursuit, inart or
sclence, rvhu:h govems the| whole mind of one mdmdua} may, it rs
true,;have no apparent’ ‘charms for another;: ‘but-this. is"in appear-
ance, only,for-let the'reluctant mdrvrdual get acquarnted though"
ever, so lrttle, ‘with, that, to which he is now so mdlﬂ'erent and he
will percerve,,m some degree, an attraction. whleln perhapSz is des-
tined ete long to, bind and detam hmmn the’ stronﬂestthmns. L
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Now, the ¢hilins which T speak of ‘aré but'the p]ensures of' scrence,
‘and which; frém the: time ‘when. the:infant ' is captivated- with dc-
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portmgthe mrnd m,the.ouward course of chseorerh tof fasm%ut- J’
ing aud absorhmg the who}e rnrnd la some mstauce(s,hlér tlhegtﬁn:ner
before adrel;ted to. ;‘\N.,, L sl e
Great pleasure Iz;.ttends even the untrcrpatron and hop
Ledee. "

A desrre for: knowledge exists i ep;ry ’human l)re
)vhplt is dcsu%d 1s nlw ly.
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: gays contémplated as desrrable. Aceor i
kno‘rr{l}edg cpngte,rpplated"es desrrah]e ‘bx\\ thﬂe.ch[rild from h enrs
lrest yeais:; not 1nde§d‘kpowledgeo(§ every, | kind, hut :l}xgri?’ DRy of
‘some kr,nq:i And through all lhc rlperirrmn- Sl;”e;éf.{ p\o‘utlrfu\lieir%t-
ence, e.r_rtl throug‘h,,w S s of fay 3
ke’ of currosrty, w hlch 1s, but thr. desrr to" |

know "in,d..rs constantly Tike hope, assocmted wrth ocrre'eeble' sensa-,
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tions. . .
Tt matters not horv lrttlc or how much we know, thrs desrre and{
ex‘pec’tatrou, wluch ]S but another erpressron of attentlon, rs sure
to, be felt and the feelrncr is sure to be agreeahle, W‘e may in-
deed have to complam for ourselves or others, of the harshuess of
tutors, of the obscurrty of language, or of other rmpedunents in the
pa.th of lcnorpledge ; but_all this does but evrdencc a wrsh to know,
a.nd the absenee of that pleasure whrch belongs to the antrcrpatroo
of acqurrernent .

In prosecutmg Lnowledoe in allut LR
and ex perrment,tandi in the; wse , of. thu.

o ol uE

placed within, our rcfﬁr, h"dlz"vz vnng% :

8] ._.‘.‘0... o

] tlEield of observatron

means ofknowledf'c
s

B o
xunous a pleacurers

Every 'Medns of knowledge is. then-a means of dehc'ht. Think
of-the pleasures of-school days—what' young nmbmon, *what’ alo-
crity, what competition enlivened our Kearts, as our young feet' nt-,
“tempted the" Olyrnpran mount’t" what éver -hew’ debight thrilled
through our natures, When our tutors, or..r friends, and above all
‘our own’ conscrousuess, mformed us that-we were.makmv progress.
~And‘then the’ thought‘thnt we should once ié men; men of reputa-
‘tion, useful men,” men such as we had dehghted to read of ; ‘perhaps
great men, ornaments ‘'of our country} how would it oceasion the
young heait topalpitate afresh-with desire, and- expectation, and
“zeal, in the path of knowledge.. l

From the schools we'descend 1 into the arena of the worldl~where,
“surfounded by 2 cloud ‘of - wrtnesses, we are expected to-act| our
“part, and to" act it rvell ! Here'if od?;studres ‘in one’ kmd’*are nt?an
‘end, in another they are biit commeneeﬂ‘ i-*Man nnd‘nature mu‘st
be' studxed is well' as books';’ and books themselves are adapted“to

severy gradatron of ageand- attamment AN

We should often’ teflect; when/we take- a'book’ ‘m"hand" 'w:ith
emotions of veneration and- gratrtude t6 theé master: rd’lnds that hnve
laboured-in this department, on the'tgils‘and: pnvatrons they hnv&
undergone, and the, sma!l “rewards”*they have réalized. Thrnlr'
what should we be without them; thmk’ how,rhtlle we appenr when'
compared with them, and think - agam how shzdl‘ we gilate end |
copy them. = ' ‘ i

“There isa pleasure which all may feel, though-few descrrbe, in
the use of books. Here we caw'all be great, in keepmg compnny
' with the greatest, andif -we vaiue'the book'we naturally transfer

-our esteem to the author ; and if* we "have léarned toT ‘estecem the
-author, we <e:mnot Dut: lrsten with aftention‘to hrs fad'vrce.' We
can'by this:méans conversé with the ancients, from’ Moses downr to

~Milton ; we gain venerableand-ennobling sentrments"and by 4% wdn-
derful process ‘of-intuition? malc’e“those sentlments our own,

: ‘I call thls process wonderful* for it is’ known on]y ‘in rts effects

‘We 1alce dp an author oiitrial,: ‘we'read,” " b 'mth noSgreat rellsh

still,; havrng read s0" far,\-we determrne to readeon" our“ attentlon
becomesu ﬁxed ~we gamr-dedrght “we reproach ’oursc]ves for. post‘
neghgeuce,1 ‘and feel half inclined to go'over our task«.agam*- we fecl
mcrea.smg de]rght,«and at’ ln.st close the'book ™ with a*mixture’ of Te-

*vereuce and: admrrauon. We- may he saidto! hnve mcreased ‘both

our love of learnmg, and:-dur learmng itself} in-this, perusal yet:
we do hot remiemberias smgle proposition that ‘the :book ' contains.
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‘e thus eﬂ-'ected and'a vuriety ol' new salts L‘e ihe result. : Pmpo- X
sitions o{' knowledge may bc suppose “in connechon wrtlr con-
scrousness, to nct aud re-acthn 8 sunrla*d-m

) 1..,'\“ m tq;tr -:’gi, Y .,‘H“., Kt,,‘,:‘&‘;‘;_-«,'-er

a\rneﬂ Corrscrousness is
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are mactrve. \’r‘ GF 6
3 serhereforehveJnre warranted 'mmrfemng{chat readzwhlxt lvld’fnmy
“it; will eﬂ‘ect our knowledge no: J'nrther thun conscroué.ne 10T ntlvn
stion’ 1sun'e~cercrse:; “{Thatithe. kmmd 38 alrmproved; by%thé“li"ejeclr' Ry
eas well~as bylthe acqurrement*of certamfnotrgns.t .wAnd 6hatf‘thes A
-facqurred hdtionsare: inat: the mtegrgl?uotrons or! .proposrtxons of, thek‘
author,rwhomuWe consult'-but th\eggr 1ts éf'in mtellectual decoro-
- position and: recombrnntlou «of the ele ents of his' knowledge.r EEN
To this, as before said, our consciousness affords: the' medrum, o
rhut books cannot:aét-this. 6n eaclriotliet; becausewthey ave *unéonjﬂ
 scious. . Conscigusness. is7a. propex;tyr;of fmivd,; and . therefore per-l,
sons endowed with mind, land: engnged in ‘conversationy ethrbrt ju
the greatést perfection. all the consciousness, and withtit-the nnaly-
sis and: synthesis ' which I have spokén:ofr ~From eomrersatron or
dialogue, then, we frequently find ‘the.mind more rnvrgorated dnd
advanced . than from. reading ; and the:pioceeds:of" our studre\"
<much improved on,:by:the:powers of discoprse:;
Some very grave remarks are sometimes oﬂ'ered in fa\?ourgoﬂm .
rvery few bodks, and I would ndrrse the's snme, provrded yqu*chnnot i
.get'many. . Bat: certarnly.the‘adneercmmotahe decmedf able i
-1to acqulrement,“asddrstmgu ished! fromro“hbernh raccesmto

vigany otjévery vde,pnrtment"u Lmel)r al"é‘dddl'x”; d‘ldt?fnny‘},ﬁ

rw,\-lr}Jl

»fcw books;sfand‘those of’ the best aulhorlt H nl?d,»,,greu
'A.du]lvone w;lh‘thodtL i gt r?n%st*be ac'kno
3}

'1f an’
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’lla‘h‘our;‘slfunder:h' r’edt digabi
,:me'dded»fd’u,t arellcrefomstt'o_ tountride
5% .‘~w 25
a godd choroornpher,‘ unsteadio thm rna ¥, vtx oh'wou

a much bé’fter, rfnot ‘a perfec one fw 'vﬂ *rr

posscsswn oﬁlearmng, whrch 1 fear*rs;done byrrnouy o '.‘l;%erhnps no
. book should be added: 'to ouil_hbrnry unt’l]lwe hav_é ‘ro.nd*rtthrbugh
certainly-none that we do; <not: mtend;to;read througlr, andas wge-
neral rule, it is advisable’ to read or\rork thoroughly .wx.hout selec-
tion, . Selection will nﬁturolly be of the parts deemed ihteresting ;
which ‘are usually those Jeast :needed in regard to instruction, .as
being. the Lest understood - alieady. By taking- each’ part ag it
comes to band, you bave or.acquire an interest; and thus give-rise
-to estublished. knowledge or new accessions 'of knowledge:: . The
contfary habit. of taking up and laying down a book at. pleasure,
“without any consecutive or. thorough knowledge, orxgmates a fas-
‘tidious and dissatisfied taste, having a tendency to, destroy the: ap- 4
petehey for reading.and leurmng, whrch should by every.: mcanrhe

Vo
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encouraged and rmproved“ E - der
- Although'it may be granted, that . many.. fboolrs besrdesdhose of .,
IIoly Wnt, are worthy “ofi repented perusal yet, oll tlimgs con- "
sidered; more interest: tmd protrt mny be produced. b);, alperusal of.
new dnd various‘works even oulthe same subject,,whe!e the. ¢barms *
of novelty,.as Fespects authorsh:p,rand the varmtrons; of_ style and.
‘method, will sontribute to rmpress,the mqursrtwo rmnd p’(ore pow-
«erfully.than the: ‘best’ with: which we, are f familiar. .. /It presents also _
:nnfaddrtronalvmotwe to reading with arcutrcal nttentron, ,rrpens
‘ourjudgment or eriticism of authors, andrther ¥ rks, and,rsuper-
sedes that unfair partiality, which, would: cn 'gezamednness of
| choice. and conception. o e S
It moy ‘be considered u;npro'ndorxt nndioounter, to sound disere-
tion, to procure books faster than we,can read them,, or beyond
what we carc to read. ¢ Better in the srghboﬁ the o)restr £-than the
\,andeung of the desrre. Besrdts, there: are,., severnl Zsubsrchary
.advantnges to 'be derived. from the. contrqry ,prneucc A, x.lst. It
puits us’ in the way of -the. lntest nud bestledruons ;~-2nd. At PIO; .
_vides that' all-we read be new, and therefore fmterestmgm,-srd. .lt ;L
‘prevents a drstractmg varrety, 4th. It 18’ a,zest,( and,mcrtement sto
rour ddrgencc in the practrec of readmﬂ'. $ ralways strmulnimgaus b}
the proﬂ'er of anotherrnnwr book ;1 5th. arIt,rsamducementato expend & 4
our. rnoneylwell ”ﬁbyrpurchasmg onlyr sucly bool..s ass,a}re deserv.mg "

-
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*of our. Iabour, -and‘thestrue value: of which we \shall thus reahze -
' by being promptcd to make ourselves early and we]L pcqumnted

cwith their:contents. | : o /,‘ T Y
"I ,would now, tolrc'the hbertysto say.8; WOll'dilO!'»t'WOrJ;Vltll refer. ..

fence: tofPubhc Lrbrarres, !such. as 1he,«'\r1echnorcs anl.l ’Bnrrntts. :
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