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Prayer, the Ten Commandments, they should
know perfoctly, the other questions of the
Catechism “sufficiently,” You have no right
to add other or higher standard of fitness, The
Lord made coming to Him casy. Ile stooped
{o the very first beginnings, Ho wants 1lis
Church and s ministers to do the same.”

WE find that Trinity Parish, N.Y,, surpasses
two Dinceses in the nunber of cergy, eight
Diocesos in number of Purish Sthonl teachers,
and mino in mumbor of schelars in Parish
Sehools, Trinity Purish reporls more Sunday
School teachers than are ai work in any of
soventeen Dioceses, und outranks twenty-seven
in the importunt particulars of Sunduy Scholars,
Communicants, and contributions ;  while—
asconding to more spiritual concerns—it ont-
numbered twenty-one Dioceses in Confirmidions
and thirty-two in Baptisms, St Tuke's was
adoptod as n Chapel of Trinity Parish afier the
Your Book was muado up,  If'ily stutistics were
Lo be included, as they should be, to show the
actual state of things, the aceount would hestil
moro striking, since the balance is noarty even
botween romo Diogeses an:d Trinity Parvish in
sovorn) important pourliculars that St. Luke’s
would suflice to turn the scule,— fecord,

Tur Rev, C. Ilylion Stewar(, viear aof New
Brighton, preacher at the last festival of the
Dublin Choral Patrick's
Cathedral, in tho course of his sermon spoke of
what music hud done for the Churel, The hold
the Churel now hason the nition, he remarked,
was ten times greater than it was Lwenty-live
yours ngo, and this happy state of things is
largely duo to the judicions wse ot the Divine
gitt of music in her sorvices to remder them
more altraclive nid to bring home the truths of
thoir holy faith.  No wonder it should do this,
for music i the very speech of ungels. As
Charlos Kingsley said, * Music is a Divine gift
givoen unto us by the Lord Cheist) to lilt upour
gouls unto God, to maxe us feel sumewhiat of the
bowuty of Gul and of all that God has wade.”
Thoro are many, he snid, who look askance at
tho place music holids in the Chureh sorvice.
But we go o ehurch to waorship tiod; and wor-
ship consisls o throo things—the giving of
thanks, prayer; and praise,

Associntion in S

CONFIRMATION=—ITS AUTHORITY,

Thove are thousnmds of Christinns in thix
country who honostly think that they are doing
God service by epposing and vidieuling the rite
of Counfirmation. Mo them it is nll 5o much for,
mulism and superatition,  They eannot wndor-
stand why The Church clings to it and makes
so much of {t.  Sowe of them suppose it 1o be
a rolic of Popory, and many fiemly helievo that
tho enuso of true religion would be “well vid o
it.”  Porhaps thoy have been  prejudiced
against it (as thoy well might be) by the con-
duet of somo contirmed people. Pevhaps the
seavo abusos of Confirmation in past days have

lindod thom to its uses.  Anylow it has never
occurrad to them that in resisting it they were
actually © rosisting the ovdinance of God," ad
aroe therefore " tighting ngeainst (iod.”

If tho truth is gontly and kindly put hefore
thom, porhinps thoy will never oppose it ngmin,
and instend of cursing it, will “bless_it alto-
gother,”

To such pordons, whether Churchmon or non.
conformists, tho following fhacts—tuets which
enn not bo guostioned or deniod—aro submitted
by one who once thonght much as they do now,
in the hope that they will weigh thew awd
teat them, ealmly, honestly and prayortully.
To the writor, and o many more, they scem to

furnish an absolute demonstration of this pro-
position :

That the right of the * laying on of hands”
i3 of Divine appointment; it is * from heaven,”
and not * of men.” '

But this very division of the subject makes it
necessary to explain that the rite of Confirma-
tion, as it is now administered in the Church
of England, consists of two distinet and separate
ordinances—ordinances which only within the
last four hundred years have beon joined to-
gother, and which any day might be put asun-
der—namely, (1) the *confirmation” or re-
nowal by those who have been baptized of their
baptismal promiso, and (2) the “contirming”
or strengthening of such persons by the grace
ol God, through prayer and tho imposition of
hands,  Of tho first part, the promise, we have
to prove that, thougl not expressly commanded
in Iloly Scripture, it is sanctioned, and indeed
suggested, by the Word of God, and s in any
case a helpful and salutary ordinance.

Of the second—the Liying on of handi—we
have to show that it was ondained by God and
is recognized as a fuvlamental ovdinance of
Christinuity in 1loly Writ,

{ propose to treat the divine part of Confirm-
ithion,

Thongh the “laying on of hands™ is found
over and over again in Holy Seripture, and
thongh it was practiced buth by our Lord and
His Apostles, nothing is too bal to say of it—
ab least in certain quarviers.  Ilere, then, the
brung of the battle lies, und we shall do well to
eneonnter ib at once,

I begin by remarking that this rite oxists at
the present day ; that it oxists—whether vightly
or wrongly do not say, but it exists—amnonyg
all sorts of Cheistiany, Romews, Nestoriuns,
Anglicans, Lutherans, Zwinglians, ote., all of
whom, widely as thoy muy dilter in other re-
spects, are agereed hore; that it is administored
in almost all lands, and not in Magland or Ku-
vope wlone; wd, Iastly, that it is practicel in
the “ Roformed ™ no less than the “ Unre-
formed " commanions; among the Prolestants
of Sweden, Denmark and  Germuuy, und
amongst the Calvinists of Ifrance an:d Switzer-
hand, no fess than amongst Catholics.  Tho rite
then exists, and all over Christendom,  Now
comes the question: ¢ How do we account for
this? Who begun it? When was it first
sturted in the Churer 2 Was it last year or last
century?  Was it al the Reformation, or was
il in the “dark agos,” 500 or 1500 years ago?
Wias it inventod by some designing Pope or
evafty Patrinrch? No, the Retormers, the
LPatviavehs, the Popos, whatever their deeds,
good or bud, did not bogin Contirmation,  Hach
of these simply continued u custom cxisting
before his time, They merely hande.d on to us
what had beon handed down to them. As we
have inherited it, so had they, All you can
Dlame the Roformers or the Fuathers for is this
—that thoy did not discontinue it; that they
did not dare to drop a rite which had deseonde:d
to thom, They purged it of sundry acerctions
—that was all.  Thiz is bare fiet——faet that
can not be denied.

When then was it started ? The first recorded
instance was in the year ot our Liord 37, The
Apostles began it; St. Poter and St. John
started i, In Aets vili. 15.17, we tind them
doing precisely what our Bishops do now.

They prayed for those who had been baptised ;
“prayed for them that they might receive the
Holy Ghost.”  Then they “luid their hands
wpon them, and thoy roceivod the Holy Ghost.”
Alittle Iater, in Acts xix, 3-6, we find St. Paul
doing the same thing, and with the same result.
This was the beginning of Confirmation, And
from that day to this it has continued so far as
wo can trace, without intermission, century
atter contury, withont a broak down to the
present time,  1f, thorofore, the great Church

" of Christ, if the millions of Christians of past

ages and of the present duy are altogether mis-
taken in maintaining and ministering this rite,
they may at least plead that thoy are following
the example of Christ's Apostles; that they.
have only continued what the Apostles them-
solves commenced. It may be contended that

it i3 wrong for us to do what tho Apastles did,

but that they did this can not be deniel,  You

huve Bibles, Search and look. [s this a fuct
or not?

Yes, and it is a fact that in this *“laying on
of hands” the Apostles only followed in the
steps of others who had gone before them ; they
followed the example of Jacob, of Moses—Moses,
who did this by Divine command—and, above
all, the example of our Lord and Muster,

For not only did Ile, the Incarnate Son of
God, Iny His hands over and over again upon
the sick to heal thom, but He also laid his hands
on the children to bless them.

What wonder that the Apostles should nse n
rite which they had received of the Tovd Josus,
They thought porhaps they could not do wrong
in tollowing their Divine master; we think wo
can nat do wrong in following them,

We see, then, that the Apostles in laying
hands on the baptised at Samaria and elsewheroe
ouly followed an ancient usage; they adupted
it, L.e,, to a Christian parpose; bat can we dis-
caver what made them do this, what led them
to employ tho luying on of hands for this new
and diflerent purpose? Did they act on their
own responsibility, and was it their own idoa ?
That is altogether inconceivable. It is incon-
ceivable that the Spirit of Truth, which was
promised to the Apostles as their sure quide, wus
witheld from them when, without a moment's hest-
tation they bequn confirming. No, either their
Lord must Himself have given diroctions re-
spocting this ordinance duving tho © great forty
days" which ITe dovoted to * spenking of the
things portaining to the Kingdom of God,”
which i3 extremely probable—Ie certainly did
speul of laying hunds on the sick, and wo know
thore wre * many other things which Sesus did”
which are not recorded—or the Holy Ghost
must have moved them to act as they did—one
or the other,  But in cither case the thing was
of Divine appoinument, * from heaven” and not
“of men In either case the Apostles only
did what they were taught of God to do. This,
too, is undeniuble, and that this rite is of Divine
appointment may also be undeniably inforred
from the langnage in which Ioly Writ refers to
it. True, itis nowhere commanded, in so many
words, in the New Tostament, but thenit hardly
could be, seoing that it had been in use in The
Chaurch for years before a paje of the New Testa-
ment was penned.

It would be rathor Iate in theday for St. Paul,
wio wrote from A.D, 54to A.D, 64, to ordain
or enjoin Confirmation, secing that it waas
alroady practiced in the year A.D, 37,

It had boen ovdainoed already by the Apostles;
all we can expect to find, consequently, isa
casual, or shall wo say providential recognition
of it in thoir writings, or in the history of the
carly Church,

And this is just what we do find, Aets viii.
17, and xix. 6, havo already beon quoted, but it
remains for us to nolice, Heb, vi. 1-2,

Ilere the sacred writer gives us, quite inci-
dentally, o list of the “ftivst principles” or
“ joundation " of Christian teaching, e men-
tions ““ repentance,” ¢ faith,” “buptism,” ete.—
things which we are all agreed to call funda-
mentals—and he also mentions the *laying on
of hands.”

The laying on of hands, that is to say, was
then taught and practiced amongst Christiang,
and so generally, so universally, us to be ac-
counted a principle, a fundamental, But is it in
the power of man, yes, even of Apostles, to ap-
point fundamentals ? 1s it conceivable that God
has delegated to any human brain to decide
what shall, and what shall not constitute the



