The Hermit of the Cavern.

swn defence, by proving more powerful
twan that of Elvira's brother, has preferved
thelife of Elvira’s hufband.' My mother,
oa hearing the conclufion of this empaf-
fioned addrefs, was very near fainting;
but fhe foon revived, and heard, with a

tolerable degrea of calmnefs, the whole of

what had patled between my uncle and
yourfelf. In a little*time the hurt Don
Carlos had received was encirely healed,
and he made every poffible enquiry con-
cerning you, but in vain. The afflittion,

arifing from an ignoraace of your fate, -

prefled heavy on his bofom; he heard with
pain and pity ‘the whole of that condu&t

whick you have fo deeply condemned, and~
was continually -accufing hinmfelf as the

caufe of my mother’s melancholy,

* | pafs over in filence the few incidents
which marked the years of my- iafan-
¢y.—Duting their courfe 1 hid often
heard my uncle’ and mother hold .con-
verfation  about, yourfzlf, _which always
teiminated in tears.  On thefe occafions [

Aelt and queftioned as 3° child, but was,
“only anfwersd with gmbraces, and a' pra-
‘mifg,that 1 thould one day know the hif:

tary of ‘my father.—When 1'had atifined

. my;tentk’year, the promile was perform.

- tendetnefs-to’ me, leaned forward to en-

¢d by my.uncle in the tenderet manner.—

After your, tale .was told, he led me to
the chamber of my expiring parent.—You
weep fir; 1 will fufpend my fiarrative.
* No," repliedthé hermit; ¢ proceed ; for
I will follow her through the road of for-
row and repentance to that heaven where

"all teacs. hall be wiped away.'—Alonzo
‘went on—* The Jaft time 1 beheld my ho-

noused parent was a few days before her
deyarture. My uncle led me to her bed-

de,” and faid, ¢ My dear dear Elvira, here
is your-child, give him your blefling ; and
if ic’hesthe wiil of heaven that we muft
fhortly part for a feafon, ‘maythe interval

i i

bé lonig enough for me ro perform the da--
.ty of a father und .a friend.
dangerous period-af youth pafs over the

);c';d 'of your fon, that I may leave him
with reafon for his guide, and 1 hallthen

iz down’in ‘peacs trufling that, from the
example-which thas béen (et béfore ' him,
. he will not render himfeif unhappy by his
follies, or injure fociety by his orfences
' My mother, with a placid’ fmile, expref=

¥z of thankfulne(s. to her brothar -and

.clofe me'in hernever. to-be-torgotien. em-

~ brice.
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With a deep figh fhe took this

Pitture from her neck, and placed it upor. -

mine; then preticd hér pals lps to my

check, -and grafped my bhand in hers ;

while her lieart feeined too full tor Grter-
Elengthy a deep figh relieved by
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face, fhe -addreffed me in words which will
for ever exift in my .memory, and live in
my heart,*~—* Beloved femblance of a poor -
wanderer from his home, and' from thufe

 who loved him; | inveft thee with the fi-.

lent imsge of thy abfent parent; look on
it, my child, uatil death, with reverence ;-
remember it was valuable ro thy affliéted .
mother, and let that remembrance induce,
thee, if ever its long loft and dear original

fhould return, to give him that honour.-

and afiz&ion which is _due from.a'fonto
a father. I have ever oblerved in you an.
amiable difpofition 5 which, | truft, ‘will._
render-youT life cafy and your death hap-.
pY. Laok up, atall times, to chis dear
frietd t6 "you and me; and to be.good,
Icarn to copy him.” Here my uncle thed
tears, and gently withdrawing me from
Elvira, fell on his knees. 1 accompanied,
inftinftively, this beft of men; . and,
kneeling with him, promifzd, ta remen-.
ber aad perform her folemin ch.rge if ever
Providence thould enable me fo 1o do.. I
then rofe with iy uncle, by whom | was
led, deeply afzfted with (upprefied fob.

bings, from the mournsful chamber. It

.might be faid of my mother, that
¢ Befide her couch Death took his patiens
<. ftand, . CL s
And, menac'd oft and ofr, ivithheld. the
blow,® o ’

Lot not, as the fame elegant writer adds,

¢ To weaa her from a world he lov'd too
well,” - o : '

- *For your-Elyira, my‘fatﬁer, llad‘p'afre& ;

alife of picty and retignation, .Don Car-

-.los. in wham was united the affe@ionale

uncle and endearing fricnd, has frequently
in converfation dwelt on her furrows, her
goodnefs, Ber beauzy, and particularly on
that * patient bearing’ . which marked hat
condut through every trying fcene of her™
inteyefling exiftence. To Him fhe would

relate ‘hosv (trongly her earlief; regard
+ was fixed on you ; how, when but chil-

dren together, fhe would watch the ins
fant withes thar rofz in-your bofom ; and .
what pure delight prefled upon her's, if

. baply it were in her power-at any tims

to. pratify them. Thenowould: ffié ad.:

- vance énward to the commencment ‘of her

forrows in the crucl rofufal of . your fa-
ther to thetnien propofed by hei’s. But,
herey fir, your gufhing tears preventiny
proceeding farther; too ‘well you. know.

. land, feel the velt._.I- méant to tomforr,
" and .not to wring your heart, by

¢ O‘
my. child | my child I'’ intefrupted the
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