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HE greater part of the day, fucceed-
* ing to that cvening of adventures
which gave rife to my preceding paper,
wjs fpent in laflitude.  The weather was
not particularly fine to tempt me abroad ;
and men who have attained the fummit of
wifdom-—that is to fay, who know thac
nothmg can be Jearned, have no curiolity
to gratify, cithier by mixing with mankind,
or by poring over boo!\s. And who ﬂmll
then fay buc that Epicurus might be nghr
when e denominated reft 1he greateft pof-
Sible geor’f At Jeaft fince 21l mankind are
but, liks himfelf, blind gropers-in the re-
gions of conJLé’turc, can it_be worth the
[mublcof an effort to examine his affer.
tion ?

THE REPROOT

Tn this ftate of mental as well as corpo_
‘real inafion, I was lolling ona couch,
when_the name of Mordantwas announc-

"ed.. Hewas the lalt man inthe world T
could. have wifhed to feein my prefent
ftate of mind.
faid ] to myfelf..” ¢ Fool! how fhould I
l\now what vifitor will be agreeable; or
who  wiil not?
courfe.’ 1 ordered hinrto be fhewn up
fRairs, and received him thhout chamv-
ing niy pofture,

“1 blufh for you, ‘Apathus,’ ['.nd ‘he, as
foon as he had feated himfelf 5 ¢ you of all
men in the world, to be rcduccd to, foch.’
difgraceful ..bcrr'mons from the paths ;of

+ decencyand reftitude, by.an; ‘abandoned

" ftrumpet—You to defert th" fpme[y of -

© your friends for the purpofé of cond u&mg
~to brothels and feenes of  licentioufrefs,

wretches who are Abhorf.nc for t'xcu.,mf't- .

’mous proﬂwac/, who are’éxec (‘alcd or

_gance, that their pencxls were: dxppeda in

‘confidence of folly, ‘would cdl their - re<

- what mgnnnd frides does Vice' haften®

“Yet for what reafon 2* 77"

Let_things take their -

cown condué - fan&ion thofe
+ pradlices, which.are. dnurnally ftripping
-mankind 6fits boafted dignity, and:de<
: bafing it below the brute’creation !

. tention. of . perfed .
f{hould RS taku “the: 1rouble
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theirimpiety, from the prefence of their:
creator; and deteftable, for their ‘depre-
dations on fociety, in the eyes of all good.
men |*

In how dnffercnt a light, faid' I to my.
felf, would TLewfon paint thefe--poor ;
wr(.tchcs. How wvould he foften: thefc .
harfh lines with the mildeft tints of - for-
row and of commiferation! Yet adverfe’
as the portraits would appear,” ~each’ v
would argue and infift, with equal arro-

the colours of truth ; and- each, “with:'the:

fpeQive afiertions, argument and dcm
ftration.

From this reverie I was- awakene
the increafed afperity - and- 1oudnefs
Mordant’s voice. ¢ How .infamovs;
yond toleration,’ continued he, * is the:a-
bandoned .depravity of the day. [’ Havmg.
thrown. down all fenfe of fhame, with:

the zenith. of her profligate - -dominion
when men (whole maturity of yearsthould’
ftimulate them to allure -the youth of: the-
age from the thouglitlefs carcer: of “head:
flrong folly, by the influence ofa meliority;

of cumple) by’ the diffipationof \the\ '
xnfamqus~

"[his feproof | heard with'the. .pa
mdxffEr

or pcrhaps he-is prompted'
ﬁty, which” I havc o, mch



