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MELANCHOLIA.

. ( Translated from Vietor Huy.)
Listan ! - A woman with a wasted face,

Thin, wan—a wond'ring infaut io her arms—

1s sobbing in the middle of the street.

A mob, intent on hearing, crowds around :

Her children’s mouths are hungry—she has pought—
No bread—no money —scarce & bed of straw.
Her hushand drinks the income of her toil :

She weeps and passes.  When this speatre fits,
Tell me brothers, who among the crowd

Has seen the bottom of her aeniog heart?

What bear ye alwayst  Peals of laughter lound.

Yon sweet-browed girl perchance once dared to clalm
Some tght to happiness and joy aod love,

But sh ! poor orphan maid. she is atone,

Alonn ! what matters it? Her heart is bmave—

She bas & needle, and with that she gaing,

(Working the live-Jong day, the live-long night)

A litile bread, a Indginye, and some elothes.

At eve she dreamily beholds the stars,

And in the summer near the housetop sings

But winter comes—in truth "ts very cold

1n hier bare garret, up those bBroken stairs.

The days are short—her labour veeds a lamp,

But il i dear, 1tke coal and wood and bread.

Oh ! youth, life's spring and morning, winter's prey !
Koon Hunger thrudts hix paw within ber room,
Unhooks a faded mantle, pawos her waich,

And *he small ring that once her mmother owned.

Now gil is sold—the struggling child sl toils

With honest hacds : bug, when she lies awake,
Want, tempting demon, whispere in her ear.

Work fails: alas! how often this is seen:
What now is teitt Que day, oh! fatal hour,
Rive sells her mother's picture, and she weeps,
She coughs—she shivers—must she die, O God,
At sixteen years | Beha!d, to bafile Death,

1t came to pass one morning 1hat the waid
Plaoged in the gulf, and now her cheek is red
Not with the blush of modesty, but shame.
Alas ! her life shenceforwand musi be tears,
And ebildren ernel in their innocence,

With joyous cries pursue hier in the street.
Poar wretched giri ! she tratls 8 sitken robe;
She singx she laughs, oht hapleas soni at bay !
And the harsh world with its deaouncing veice
Whieh blasts & woman, and bows down 4 man,
Shrieks leudly ; “Is it thou? Vile sretwcl, begone!”

Montreal. GEO, MURRAY.

MULRDEER 0F COMMISSIONER FRANER--
DELHI, 1835,

A CTALE OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL UVIDENCE,

[n the greunds of Easter Moniack, the seat
of the ancient family of Fraser of Heeling, near
Inverness, there stamls, under the shade of a
wijespreading cedar of Lebaunon, a small ceno-
taph, sacred 1o the wemery of four sons of the
family, three of whom were in the service of the
Honourable the East India Comypany, and died
in India

The cirrumstances attending the death of one
of the sons—Willinm - Fraser-—are so curious
that a narrative of them may not be without
tutirest to onr readers,

William Fraser was a distinguishod member
of the Bengal Civil Service, and held, in 1835,
the important office of Commissioner of Delhi,

divided into three branches,- two.leading into
the country, and the third to the Cabul gate of
the eity of Delhi.
The Goojurs apparently considered it very
improbable that any man in his seuses, after the
comimission of such a erime, would venture
himself into Delhi, full as it was of Govern-
ment policy, and where he could searcely hope
to escape observation aud arrvest; they there.
fore did ‘not think it worth while to examine
the road leading to the city, but tried, without
suceess, to follow up the tracks aleng the two
roads branching into the country. 1t was too
dark when they  abandened their incifectual
search for further examination towand the city.
Recommencing the search the next morning,
they found that all marks of the previous night
had been obliterated by the footsteps of early
travellers passing to and from the town, The
Goojurs wer» theretore completely at fault, and
could give no further assistance.  Mr. Metealfe,
however, informed Mr. Lawrence that an old
chief—Futtech Khan, a resident of Delhi (who
was in receipt of & pension for good service
under the Duke- of Wellington in the pursuit
of the celebrated ountlaw "Doondinh Waugh in
18043—had just been ealling on him, and, after
expressing his deey sorrow for the fate of Mr,
Fraser, observed that it might possibly turn
out that his own nephew, Shumshoodeen Khan,
the Nawab of Ferozepore, ud been implicated
in the murder.  Mr. Metealfe, however, ex-
pressed his doubts of the Nawab having any
share in the affair, and said that he thought
very likely the old pensioners accusing his
nephew arose from: some motives of private sn-
mity. Mr. Lawrsnee remarked that it might
be so; but as in hunting, when the seent is
lost, one casts about 4 a venture to recover it,
so in this case they must tske up any chanece
clne which might present itaalf, in the hope of
its leading to the abject sousht for.  Therefore
he would advise thut, in absence of anything
wore tangible, it woull be well to follow the
chie suzgested by Nawah Futteh fhan,
Accondingly, Mr. Lawrence Ieft Mr. Met.
valfe’s house, and went to that of the magis.
trate, Mr. Simon Fraser, to whom he told the
conversation that hasd passed letween Mr. Met-
calfe and the old penstoner. The magistrate
stated that Le was aware that the Nawab of
Ferozepore was at enmity with the late Com.
missioper, in COLStQUARes ol sorie prm‘m*«lings
of that wfficer in ronusetion with the Feroze-
pore Stato.  The Iate Nawab had {eft two sons .
the elder iegititnate, who had sueceeded  his
father ; aml the younger, the son of his mar.
ried wife, for whom o prosision had been made.
The Iate Commissiensr, thinking the case a
very hard one, hind bevny vudesvouring to foree
the miing Nawab, Shamshoodeen, to assigo a
portion of ks territory for the support of his
vounger frother, which the Nuwal hitterly ro-
sented, and honee his evanity te Mro William
Fraser.
Thinking that these faots added to the sus.

under which denoinination was included an
area of some twenty thousand square miles,
and a population of probably not less than three
millions of people, besides several small guasi
independent chiefships. He was a man de-
servedly popular with the natives of all ranks,
and was beloved by thew, more particularly by
the lower classes, with whom on many occa.
xions, he showed strong sympathy ; but being a
man of considerable foree of charactér and de-
cision of purpose, hi: sometimes made enemies.

Coon the 22nd March, 1835, . between six

< Ed laoven doltheiovening, Mr. Frasor was re-
turning on horsoback, attesded only by an un-
armed servant on one of his spare horses, from
an official visit to the Rajah of Kishengurh, aud
was just entering his own grounds when a na.
tive irooper rode up, and, as he passed, dis-
charged his carbine into Mr. Fraser’s back. So
close was the assassin when he fired, that Mr.
Fraser's cont was singed with the powder. The
balls passed thraugh his body, he sprang np in
his saddle, and then fell dead on the graund.
The trooper was seen by the terror-stricken ser-
vant to ride off at speed in the direction of the
eity of Delhi, situated about a mile distant.
The seveant rode to Mr. Fraser’s house, gavethe
alatu, . and his: people-hastening to  the spot
found their master dead, but  his  body still
warm.  All that the servant, a lad of abont six.
teen years of  age, could say was that the as-
sasgin was a horseman armed with a sword and
a carbiue.

Mr. (uter Lord) Lawrence happened to be at
the time magistmte of the adjoining district of
Paneeput. Early on the morning of the 22nd
Marc: he received a brief note in Fersian from

- ong of bis police officers, stating that news had
Just arrived to the effect that on' the previous
evening a trooper had ridden wp to the Com.
missioner as-he' was returning from his ride,
and fired his corbine into his ¢“sacred body,”
killing lim on theo spot. '

~ Mr. Lawrence was much shocked at this tra-
gic intelligence ; awd thinking that, as he was
intimately sequaited with Delhi, he might Le
of uze to' Mr. T. Metealfe; the senjor civil

“officer, and to the magistrate, Mr. Simon Fraser,
in tracing the murderer, he instantly credered
his horre, and rode off 10 Mr  Metcalfe’s house,
a distance of forty miles; In reply 1o his in-
quiries, Mr. Metealfe told him that wo satiy.
factory traces of ‘the wurderer had been found
that ro one” was suspected 1 and- that, further,
fome men of the Goojur caste,” well kuown for
thely »kill in tracking, had been sent to the
seenr of the nmrder, ‘to follsw op, it possible,
the trucks of ‘the assaisin's horse,  They hiad
sugeeeded in dotng s¢ to a suot where the yoal

gistrate, who said he ‘could fiud no one in the
house, but that, as he came down the stairoase,
his- eye lighted . on some fragments of paper
floating on the top of a large bucket of water.
These fragments, on taking them up, bore all
the appearance, to him, of a DPersian lotter,
which had- been read, torn up, squeezed toge-
ther, and then thrown away. - Even in’ their
then condition, the magistrate, who wax a man
of quick ‘apprehension, and & good Persian
sch;‘x\r, could discern words in that language
‘indiceating instructions as to some transaction.
He therefore put the papers into his packet,
with a view to further examination. & Mr, Law-
rence then told Mr, Fraser of the peculiarity in
the horse's feet pointed out by the Goojur, and
his own suspicion that the trooper was. proba-
bly counected with the murder. - Mr. Lawrence
got into a conversation with the trooper ahout
the late marder, as towho might bave been
connected with it, without making any special
allusion to the Nawab, his master ; and with-
out arousing his snspicions he_indneed the-man
to accompany him out of the Nawab's premises,
now the Chaudeny Chowk (or great market-
place) of Delhi, past the Begum Sumroo’s gar-
den, until they reached the magistrate’s Lul-
cherry and treasury, where there was a guard of
sepoys posted under » native otlicer.

Mr. Lawrence then suggested to My, Fraser
that it would be expedient to arrest the trooper,
to which the latter consenting, they summoned
the subahdar, who cameup with two or three
sepovs.  Mr. Lawrence then turning to the
trooper said to him: “This is an awkwanl
business, this murder of the Comumissioner:
and as it strikes me vou must know something of
the matter, you shall remain bere under re-
straint until our Jdoubts regarding you are
cleared up.”  They then handed over the
trooper, whose name was Wassil Khan, to the
subahdar, with directions to keep him in con-
tinement until further orders.® Subsequently,
the Nawab's house being searched, Wassil
Khan's swonl, which had been recently sharp.
ened, was found among his clothes; but no
trace of the carbine with which the murder had
apparently been committed was fortheoming,

They then proceedeil to Mr. Metealie’s house,
and reported to him all that had accurred,
peinting out how, to their minds, it corrobor.
ated the old peusioner Futteh Khan's suspicions,
It struck them both that in all probﬂbi}ity the
troaper had perpetrated the deed ; that he, 58 a
trusty follower of the Nawab, had been instiga-
ted to it by his master, he himsell having no
motive of his vwn to engage in sueh an atfair.
At nightfall Mr. Lawrence again met the magis-
trate at his house, who informed him that, on
coming home, he had tried to put the pieces of
the Persian letter together, and to fix them
with gam, hut. that they so stuck together, and
the ink was so faded Ty the action of the water,
that he was inclined to give up as useless any
attempt to decipber the writing, and was abont
to do ro, when Dr. Gralbam, civil surgeon of

picions expressed. by the old pensioner, gave
them a clue whibl thay showld ac once follow
up, Mr. Lawrence and Mr. Simoen Fraser pro-
ceaded together 1o visit the house inthe city of
Delhi belonging to the Nawal Shumshoodesn,
in the hope of vhtaining information which
wight lead to the détection of the munierer.
On arriving at the honse,. and entering the
courtyard in which it stood, they found o
oue, nor did any jersen repomd -ty their. ve-
peated ealls. - Mr. Fraser then proposed to Mr.
Lawrenes thut they  shonld onter -the honse
that M, Lawrence shoild remain and wetch
below, while he went upstairs and looked about
him. . This they bl Mr. Lawrence, to oc.
eupy the tisue, ssuntered. about-the courtyard,
and came’ upon o very goml-lugking chestnut
horse st mding at his prekets - . )

Jeing fouwd of horses, Me. Lawrence went up
and began o examine the aninal, and had rea-
son- to admire some of his points, “While so
doing, a wan of the Goojnr vaste, whom nntil
then he had ot ebsarvedd, joined Mro Lawrence,
who pratsed the animal to bim,  The Goojur,
while admitting the mwerits of the horse, ‘some-
what abruptly remarked, ¢ Yes, ‘sir: but.do
you net - perceive that the hind hoofs are wider
than the frout euex ™ And then; taking up a
straw, he mcasited a hoof before and behind it ;
and holding it np to view, suid, ““There ix jost
one straw’s difference betwean'the one and the
other; aud the same diflvrenee was seen in the
tracks «f the horse whivh the murderer of Mr.
Fraser” vode. 17 am cortain that, this s -the
animal that was vidden Ly the murdwrer.”

As the Goajur was saving  this, o native
trooper, in umdeess, loungest upe o Ono Mr,
Lawrenee beginning Lo suestinn lhim. he -said
the horse helonged to him ; that he was an or-
derly  of Shumshoodeen Khau, the Nawal. of
Ferczepara—a district somie ninety: miles. south
of Delhiy and'that he Bad been sent on o spu-
cial duty to the vty )

OME Lawrenee sidd, 0 Phiy is w o vice horse,”

Ve, maded Lhe man, “he s a fiue horse o
but he is.very sick, and hias uot been alile to eat
wneh fora week, nor ta do his wesk !

SUpon this, Mr. Lawreure foeling  Strong
doul s as 1o theltenth of the stat ment, and eg.
swing thie saeddle and ctier neaituee ol the
Imrsc ata little distance on the gronnd, walked
up to thein, and weoving thew with his font,
alnerved the tohralg ot mese- g, full of grain,
ready for the uniwal. Heo pieked Gt g, and
sine it on the anined's head,  wha com.
meneed Cal once feedine greedily, - proving
that: the trooper’s  statement was - evidently
unt very eortect,  As MrooLawrence stood

watehing the antmal, he was joined by the ma.

Delhi, called upon liim, and, seeing how he was
engaged,” proposed - to go for some chemicalx
which  would  restore the colour ‘of the ink.
This was done ; the Yetterr Lecame clear, and
the writing proved to be a riote from the Nawab
Shumshoodeen - Khan  to Nix servant  Wassil
Khan, (o the following parport: * You know
the object for which [sent you into Delhi; and
I huve repeatedly tuld you since, hew import-
ant it is for me that you should * bay the dogs.’
1f you have not slone so you must do it withont
dolay it is most wurgmnt and uecessary”’ It
was then repented, 1t is necessary, it 13 very
nercessary, to buy the dogs.**

The magistrate read the letter to Mr. Law-
rence, and asked him his opinion ubout it. "He
immediately replied: **1 win certain  fthe
dogs’ mean the Commissioner, William Fraser,
whom the trooper was sent by his master, the
Nawab, to waylay and wmurder; and as there
was gome deluy on the trooper’s part, the Nuwab
wrote this letter to him, enjoining him to do the
work speedily.” The magistrate concurred in
this view, and Mr. Lawrence then left, and with
this fresh evidence of the Nawab's compliciiy,
returned to the Commissioner, “telling him
what bad transpired, and urging him 1o send
for the Nawab:at ouce, oun the plea of wishing
to consult hiwu, as suspicions had arisen against
one of his servants, the trooper Wassil Khan, in
eonnection with the murder.  The Commis-
sioner demurred, on account: of the Nawab's
position and influesice in the country, thinking
it- possible also -that - he wonld not obey the
surmmons ;- but Mr. Lawrence econtinued to urge
the measure, saying, * The Nawab would
either come or not come : if he did naf, his ve-
fusal would give reasonable ground. for believ.
ing that he way implicated~<a result which he
woulld probably bhe careful to avoid s and-if &«
cautey there would be: thia great ndvantage, that
being out of his own territory, the Nawab could
not use his influence, ag he otherwise certninly
wonll da, to stifté the'inquiries which ought ot
once to be instituted in the Forozepors State,
by a special oflicer deputed for that purpose.”
Mr. Metealfe then ngreed to send forthe Nawab,
and to depute Mr. C.. Gubbina, ningistrate of
the sdinining distrier of Givorgaon, to prosecuto
nquiries. - The: Nawab - obeyed “the  Commis-
¢ Wasail Khan wan n Mognl, 1all avd well mnide ; he
-Wask kpown aaan expert horseman and an excellont
<hot; joat sanch u fellow 4k was capable of making. a
desperate rexistunca had time and opportanity avaited ;
but taken at disndvantage, ho probably thoight it was
his bent chanee to xuconinb to ciccumstancos, and trust
‘that no wevidanee of any fmportance would be found
against biin, e proved to be a doaporite villalu; bat,
oevertheloss, undeniably possessed great conrage, fir

itude and devotion lo the cause of his mastor,

sioner's’ summons ; and the ‘coust’ boing thuy
clear, Mr. Gubbins was able to pick up gra:

dually, in conversation with the ‘)eop\c, its of
intelligence  throwing light on the:ease.  He

thug ascertained that it was the genersl impres.
sion there wag n man on foot with the trooper
on the fatal night, which had not hitherto been
supposed, . Mr.  Gabbins learnt his name and
abode, but could not get hold of him ; as, for
some reason or other nnt then. elear, he had
taken to the adjacent hilly, and would notcome
in. - This wan .was said to be Unyalt Meo, a
noted freobooter,- well known for his power of
enduring great fatigue, and for his wiftoess of
foot.. Every endeavour was made by the Gov-
ernment officers, but in vain, to arrest Unyah,
or to induce him to surrender himself; and it
was suppased that, feariug the vengeance of the
Nawab on himself and family if he gave evi.
dence against-him, and also. the punishment
which would be inflicted by the Govermuent if
he ndmittest his complicity “in  the murder,
Unyah continned to clude pursuit. Co

Colonel Skinner, the well. known commander
of the corps of irregulat cavalry called ¢ Skin-
ner's Horse,” and a0 most  {ontimate friend of
Williain Fraser, had from the first exerted him.
self to help the magistrite in this diffienlt mat-
ter, With that view, Skinner had used every
means in his power to induce Unyah o vome
in, but for a long time without stecesa, At last
Skinner received an anonymous Persian letta
stating thatthe writer was well neguainted with
the man whom he was in seareh of ; wad as he
(the writer) was also desirous of bringing the
murderer to justice, he wonbi aid Mr. Skinner
in his endesavours to secure the man.  [f, there:
fore, Skinner would send a party of horss wniler
a native officer to a certain village in Bulunds.
huhur distriet, some twelve miles fram Delbi,
on a vertain night, he wonld find the man he
wanted.  Whether  this letter was written' at
Unyalt’s suggestion or otherwise, never tran-
spired.  Skinner scted on the wlvice of the
anonymous writer, aml sent the party which
duly arrived in the village, but conld find no
one answering 1o the description of Unyvali Mo,
The party was Just abodt quitting the village
on their teturn to Delht when suddenly s uan
appearsd, and walking up to the nutive officer
said, 1 know whom you are seeking; 1 am
Unyah Meo. 1 wiil go with vou.”

On being nunde over to the magistrate, Coyvalb
agreed to tell all he kuew of the murder. " H..
statmd that the Nawab Shumshosdeen Khan,
being at enmity with the late Commissioner,
had Justructed his servani, Wassil Khan o go
to Delhi, to-watch his opportanity, and to kill
Mr. Fraser. some night as helwas returning in
the dusk from his enstomary evemnng ride, - As
‘William Fraser was well known (o the natives
for his great strength and remarkable coutage,
the Nawab disd not consiier it prudent to de.
volve the task of murdering im on one singhs
man, 4 in that case. thers wonld be'u great
chance of failnre,  The Nawab had therefore
sent Unyah Meo to. remain in Delhi with the
trooper, and to sccotnpany him on all orcasions
wheun he went out with “the intention of wiy.
laying the Commiadonsr. Unyal’s instructions
were to temain close by, ‘so that. when the car-
bine was fieed, In the ‘event of the shot not
proving fatal, be could run up aud heip to des-

ateh the Commissioner ; howiver, asthé shot

<illed the Commissioner onthe spet] there wus
uo occasion’ for Unyal: to interfere. AL the
suggestion of the assassin he at ones started ol
to_ convey the ' iutelligence to ther Nawnbh.
Afnvabiran all thae night and the next day, ar-
riving on_ the following evening at Ferozeporr,
4 distance of nitety miles. He entered the fort,
and gotng straight to the'dosr of Nawab's roow,
which wus only closed by a thick curtain, told
the onlerly ‘on duty tn go in aud informi the
Nawab that Unyah Meo hadnrrived and wanted
to see him imunedintely, as he had very im.
portant “news  for  him, The man  went 'in,
and -~ Unyah, - with: the natural caution and
suspicion” of his - profeston, erotehing down
lifted -the corper of the cartain whieh closed
“the -door to s whut would follow, and hear
what the Nawab mightsay,  The servant woke
the Nawnb, who, ou henring of 1 nyal’s arrival, -
ortdéred him to b admitted ot onee, ‘bul at the
same time warned the sérvant in 4 low voics to
tuke special care, wnd when the Nawab dis-
missed Upyuh, ‘that he should on no. pretext-be
allowed to leavd the fort.  Unyall ‘went in aund
told the Nawub of the sueessful murder of the
Commissioner,—at “which.- he expresseild great
de]i%ht, aud- promised  Guyah:n humdsome ro-
ward. He was then dismissed, anid told to wait
in-the fort 4l the next n'u,>ruiug, when he
should reevive “the prowised ‘peesent, and he
might then be allowed to go to his home.

_But Unyah, rewenbiring. the orders he Lod
‘overiieard not to- ullow Him . to leave the fort,
and surmising that they boded na “good to him,
slipped down to the gateway, and waking some
excuse to the sontry onaluty theré to allow him
to pass througliy sped nway as fust us he could
to his own louse, sitnated in the jungle st a
distatice of sevenn miles from the fort, which he
very soon reachal, - Unyah hind two ‘wives 3 he
explained his situation Lo them, and said he
must hide himgelf as best o conlil, for he was
too tired :ta'go furthéry it wis pretty certain
the Nuwab's horsemed would be sent Lo avize
him.  He then mide a - hasty meal, and going
up to the'flat roof of the house, liis wives cover-
el him ap with shiaves of straw plueed there
to dry. R i

Unyul’s’ sunmises . wore - correct, for shortly
after the Nawab's horsemen arvived, os he had.
expected, and guestioned the women as to whe.




