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(Christian Standard.)

On omr way from Beyrout, learning that our
steamor would stay several hours at Singrna, wo bo
gon to onquiro how wo might bo ablo to search out
otir little church, of whose mombors wo know the
name of only ono. But whou we arrived at port,
at 4 p. m,, April 22, wo fouud that several of our
brethron had left thoir work and spent the day
watching for us. They had heard, through Bro.
Shishmanian, of our coming, and wero there ready
to grect us. As our steamer would not leave for
twonty-four hours, onr party arranged for a trip to
liphesus on Saturday morning by rail, to return at
3 p. m.; but; grent as was our desite to wandor
nmong tho gorgeous ruins of hor templos and
palaces, wo had o still greater interest in, and duty
towards, tho lizing tomples of God wo found in
Smyrna, and we had no hesitation in declining the
trip to Ephesus for the sako of the littlo church in
Smyrna, Bro. G. T. Smith, who was to leavo at
11 for Athens, accompanied us during the morning
Under the guidance of Bro. Hagop Marashlian, a
young nian who speaks English tolerably woll, and
soveral others, wo went to the homes of our breth-
rou to seo how thoy live, as well ns to tnlk with
them concerning ‘their religious lifo. Weo were
éverywhero most cordially recoived. They are all
poor, dependent on their labor for a living. Their
houses woro genorilly comfortably but not ole-
gantiy furnished, but they were all clean and neat.
Wa found them to be, to all appearance, good,
pious people, aud generally intellizent in the Sorip-
tures. For intellcctuality and socinl case and
grace, and earnest piety, wo believe they compare
favorably with the avorage of our American
churches, For cducation and general intelligenco,
‘they are not n 50 high a plane, as they have not
our reading facilitics. Rut in their understanding
of the gospel, and their devotion to it, they are
superior to moet of our churches. They remind mo
of our western churches of forty years ago. Bro.
Shishmadnian has evidently given them thorough
instruction and drill. They meot much opposition
—not from Mohammedans, who do not feel in
‘danger of any inroads on their people at present
—but from professed Christians—the Greeks and
the ‘missionaries of the A, B. C, F. M., who are
dispused to regard nll who do not labor in connee-
tion with them as intruders. The theological con-
troversica that were rifo in cur western States forty
and fifty years ago are rife hero now, and you can
hear, any hour, thasame old arguments, objections
and misropresentations, And thess disciples are
well equipped for the discussion. Thoy under-
stand the Scriplures, and dolight to wield tho sword
of the Spirit, They meet regularly to break bread,
and to exhort each other to love and good works.
Garabed Tavitian, their leader and teachor, pre-
sides at their meolings and sometimes preaches,
but he is growing old, and has his daily labor to
perform, Youngorn me are rising up to speak tho
Word of life; but tho Jargest amount of preaching
is done day by day, by all the members as they
find opportunity to talk with thoir friends and
neighbors. When they have sown sced awhile and
wotched ita growth long onough, they send to Bro.
Shishmnanian, telling him that another harvest is
ready, and asking him to como and reap. He had
been thero just a week or two before our arrival,
and baptized nine persons., Their presont number
is thirty-eight.

* But they Iabor under serious difficultics. They
have no place to meot. They had a houso rented
that answeved vory well, but ono of their bitter
opponents paid more rent and got it away from
them, and now they meet in a small hall in Bro.
Tavitian’s house, and even here they are not freo
from annoyance. Their Greek noighbors sometimes
assault the house.

hall deor sevoral broken panes of glass, the result
uf attacks on tho huuse during wership. They arc
compelled to meot with closed doors, and they tell
me thoy have to sing in luw tunes- so low ag not
to bo heard in the streot, or thoy would bo assaulted
anow, The hall, mureovor, is not euitable for
meutings in the wintor seasun.  There is groat need
for a housoe that ean bo used for a church and a
school. The Amaiican Board has here a neat houso
of worship and exccllont school buildings. So have
the Armonians, So have the Grecks. The Armen-
1ans and tho Grecks avo wealthy, and the American
Board lavishes funds on its missivns iu Turkey.
Our brethron do not seck to cumpete with them;
but they greatly desiro to have a place of worship
to which they can invite tho people, and a schoul
through which they can reach the children. I went
with them to look at & house and lot which can be
bought for about §1,750. It is well located, and is
large enough for church and achool purposes. It
would require probably 8500 to put it in repair, 1
asked them how much of this they could raise at
home for this purpose. After consultation they
said, ono hundred and fifty dollars, That may
look like a small sum. But, in view of tho dificulty
of rising above the pressure of poverty in this
country the sum roprosents a groat deal. I asked
them which they would rather have, a house or a
preacher. Thoy answerud, **Both,” ¢ But if you
can not got both?” *Then give us a house,”
they all said ; ‘“and by the time we get it ready
for use, perhaps some of our brethren who have
gono to America to study will be ready to come
back to preach in it.”

In the aftocnoon not less than sixteon came to
the boat and lingered until the boat was about to
start, Thoy wero filled with delight at our visit.
Tho rest of our company returning from Ephesus,
there wore soven of us to entertain them, and to
tho rest of the passengors it was quite a novolty to
witness the enthusiasm of affoction between us and
theso strangers, But tho. final farewoll had to be
spoken, and it was spoken in tears. They wondered
if thero ever would be another feast-day liku this
until they roached heaven, One aged sister who
came to me to say good-bye, tcok me by the hand
affuctionatcly, and while the tears filled her eyos,
as sho knew no word to spenk, pointed with glad
finger to heavon, I underatood her, and joinod her
in pointing to the heavonly homo, where only wo
could expect to meet again. As they took boat for
the shire, they coatinued waving farewells to us
until the steamer bore us out of the beautiful bay
and out of sight, and we sent up to hoaven a silont
prayer for this littlo flock of humble and earnest
believers, that the great Shepherd and Bishop of
souls would nourish, protect and guide them. Wo
commeond tho Smyrna church to the sympathy anl
love and aid of our brethren in tho United States,

I. E.
Athens, May 2, 1887,
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Gorvespondense,

It is now more than a year since I wroto my last
lottor to Tie CHrisTIAN, and 1suppose your readers
have conc’uded that I have given you up. I have
not forgotten you, but have not had much time for
writing, which is my only reason for discontinuing
my correspondence., I cannot go over the whole of
tho time and recall all the items which might in-
terest you, but there are some that aro worthy of
notico. In my last I mado rofercncs to the Haezards
and the work they were doing amongat the Maories
at Wairca and Rotorua. These places are &t the
contre of a voleanic regivn and liave beon visited
for many years by hundreds of tourists and others,
attracted thither by tho beauty and grandeur of the
beautiful natural features of the district. To sco
these and spend a short-holiday with the Haszards,

We saw in the transom of the’

I, sccompanied hy Mrs. Bagnall, paid a visit to

-dastrict.

what is ealled the *“Wonderland of New Zealand,”
in April of Iast year. It would take a volume to
toll of the etrange and startling sights on every
hand; 1.rgo lukes and small lakes, hot and eold,
bniling springs and geysers, mountains aud vailoys,
call f r adwmiretion and inspire awo. On the top of
one mountain 2,000 feet high, to which I climbed,
nine beautiful lakos could be seon, as well as
numerons columns of steam issuing from the boil.
ing springs and goysors This distriot wasinhabited
almost entirely by Maovies, who reaped a golden
barvest from tho sonstant etream of visitors during
tho summer months, by charging them for the
privilege f travelling through tho district and sveing
tho sights

I was iaterastcd in the work being done by the
sch ol, and ths temperance movement which had
beon started by the Snows, whum I also n:entioned
in my lust, aud ir was st discouraging to seo that
the mod wmk wns steadily opposed and often
snccessfully nentralized by the hotel and its
sucroundings. Wo attended church oa two Sun-
days in tho Snow Temporance Hall. Tho sorvices
were conducted by a native preachor, but the
attendance of natives was small and much indiffer-
orco was displayed by many of tho natives in the
metter of atrouding church, On one occasion thore
was a nunker of touriata presont, three of whom were
clergymen, Each of tho Iatter was asked to speak
to tho cungregation, and notwithstauding that the
serviecs of an ably interpreter wore offered to inter-
pret what they eaid to the Maories, would you be-
lieve it, not ono would saya word. T was astonished
and 8o were tho assembled natives, who had to
¢nlont thomselves with a short address from their
own preacher. This place had been for forty years
the scone of missionary labors, but Icannot say that
tho rosulls, asscen ducing a fortnight's obsorvation,
were other than disappointing.  In fact, very much
go. It would almest seom that the epirit of John
Barleycorn can overcome the spirit of truth, as
there is no doubt there has buen a great falling. off
in tho spiritual lifo of the natives sihce the advent
of rum shops. This is 2 question which those en-
gaged in missionary work to heathen nations eliruld
pive attention to. Archdeacon Farrar says that
since the Eaglish have been in Iudia they have
made one hundied drinkards for one Christian,
What a dreadful record.

Seven weeks after wo left this interesting rogion
it was tho scona of the most appalling catastrophe
which has ocenrred in this country sinco its
occupation by the Maories. Oa the night of the
9th of June last a terrific voleanic outbreak touk
place at Mount Tarawara, which, when 1saw it,
looked liko 8 hugo block of stone, Volcanic mud
and dust were showered over the face of the country
fur miles around the mountain, falling in great
quantitivs on the parts necar and overwhelming
soveral nativasoltlements. Ons village was covered
with thirty foet of debris and all the inhabitanta
perished. At Wairoa all the honses wore destioyed
and many persons killed, Mr. Haszard and four
children amongst tho number; Mre. Haszard and
two daughters oscaping almost miraculously. The
total killed by the eruption was 108 Maorios and
six Buropeans, For wecks a succession of earth
tromors was felt and all the subterrancan forécs
seemod to b excessively active. DBy degrecs‘these
have died away and wow the springs and geysers
have resumed their usual character. 7The atream
of sight-seera has again commenced, but the number
is amall compared with what it was before the-out-
break, The natives view tho occnrrence asa visita-
tion from God and a punishment for their wicked-
ness. It has hadasobering effect upon thesurvivors,
which it is hopod will continue to tho end of their
days.

On our roturc to Auckland, we attonded the
annual mooting of the churches of the Auckland
The meeting was woll attonded but tho




