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1THE CENSUS.

With the results of the census, so far as
they have been announced in a semi-ofti.
cial sort of a way, the people of Victoria
and Vancouver are much dissatisfied, the
announced tigures Leing less than they
have for long been bhuilding upon. The
people of the Terminal City, if the news.
papers  accurately  gange the  general
opinion, arc indignant at the idea that it
is possible to suppose for a moment that
they have made such little progress with
all their natural advantages and the facili-
ties that have been at their disposal. It
cecurs to us that 16,8 of a population for
Victoria, and 11,500 for Vaucouver are al
together behind the mark, and, there-
fore, the proposul to have independ.
ent municipal censuses taken is but a rea.
sonable one. No doubt the census come
missioners arcgentlemer of the utmost re-
liability s hut it can readily besupposed how
difficult it has been for them to sccure
competent men to act as caumeracors.
As tar as we can hear, there are mnny -
stances in which there has been utter
neglect to take the lists properly, and that
the work should be correctly done is of the
highest importance. It may, therefore, e
supposed that the Corporation will take
the necessary action in order to have the
work donc over again.

FIRE PROTECTION,

Victoria has every reason to congratu.
Iate herself on a variety of inatters,
Among thesc is a comparative immunity
from fire, and, in addition, the cheap man-
ner in which her fire depaitment is con-
ducted. The tire department of this city
costs the citizens only about 12,000, be-
sides X000 contriluted Ly the insurance
companics, or 0,000 in all, as against
{499,600 for Tacoma, and 15,000 in Scattle.
For the seven months ending July, the tire
less of Victoria was only &3,30, while the
aunual foss in the cities named is not less
than S100,000 per annum. A\ condition of
aMairs like this has a tendency to make
people conclude that the fire department
isawple for all requirements. So it has
been, but there are contingencies to bie
provided against. Arc we prepared to
mect them as they arise! No doubt the
fire fighting force of Victoria isequaltoa
great deal more than lias ever been de-
manded {rom it, but supposiug & really big

fire should Lreak out, where would we
be?! The volunteer and paid force, at its
utimost. is but a handful of men, whose
appliances are but few and small,

Then, as to its water supply, the city
cunuot be said to be other than very badly
ofl. Suppose, for instance, a conflagration
should break onut on the upper levels, the
pressure of water obtuinable would, com-
paratively speaking, be little stronster than
that which the school Loy is accustomed
to obtain from his toy squirt. Morcover,
the present water commissioner has ten.
dered his resigastion on account, it is un.
derstood, of friction and misunderstand-
ing between himself and the leading ofli-
cinl of the fire department. It should be
made impossible that there should be any
trouble in this way. ‘The salvation of Vic:
toria, Vuncouver and most of the cities—
indeed of alt of them -depends upon the
possibility of promptly dealing with fires
and extinguishing them in the most ex-
peditious manner. The buildings here are
s the most inflammable material, and
once let a fire get a good hold and its
sweep would be tremendous. Every one
should be careful how he deals with any-
thing that is in any way liable to produce
fire, every one should insure his belong-
ings, and every one should encourage the
authoritics to make their fire protective
system the best that it is possible to have.

WHAT IS NEEDED.

In several recent articles the Vancouver
News-Advertiser has been attempting to
show that the progress of that city is due
buat in a small degree to the Cinadian
Pacific Raitway., It admits that Vancouver
sprang up as the result of the arrange-
wment between the Railway Company and
te Provincial Government to continue
the railway to Coal flarbor and English
Bay. It, however, strenuonsly denies that
Vancouver has Leen *‘spoon-fed ” by the
railway, the benefit obtained having been
“ouly in name or reputation, and notin
anything more tanzible.” Opinions ditler
very widely upon this point, which there
is no need of discussing on this occasion.
Our contemporary deprecates the Lonus.
ing of any other railway to be brought into
the Terminal City, urging that *if there
ix a reasonable prospect of trallic, railway
companivs will build lines to sccure it,
without Leing paid to do x0.” But the fact
is that if it had not been for the immense
amount of bonus and other consideratiors
accorded by the Dominion Saveenment
there never would have Leen any Cana.
dinn trauscontinental line, nor would
there have been any Vancouver, at any
rate within the present centuiy.

It can be well imagined why the News-
Advertiser does not desire to have any
rival railway Urought into competiti.n
withthe G % R, It, however, inskes one
ramark which is peculiatly applicable to
Victoria. That is * given connection by
railway and by water, and the factors ne-
cessary to make acity wealthy, populous
and prosperous arc manufactures and
commeres.”  As concerns Victoria, she
wants a railway; she requires better fa.
cilities for communication with the out-
side world, both by railway and by steam.
bost, and she must and she will have

them, If the Canadian Pacitic Railway

|
does not show us more consideration we

must look outside, and we must give
other inducements than the mere prospect
of trade, and the sooner we set about
doing something the better. But if Van-
couver wants manufactures and com-
meree Victoria vequires them also ; for she
has only just begun to establish them.
Still, as was pointed out in a recent issue,
the prelimivary cssentials to this is a
greater development of the country round
about us, and it must be by a healthy pro.
cess of settlement by an eligible class of
people. It is satisfactory, as has been pre.
viously stated, to know that the Govern.
ment is vigorously endeavoring to satisfy
itself a< to the class of land which there is
to offer to colonists, and judging from the
amount of exploration that is being ac-
complished, settlement is erc long likely
to have a Loom otherwise than by the ad-
vent of the Scottish Crofters, who seem
likely to have their steps directed to this
island,

1HE SALMON OUTLOOK.

Advices from the Fraser River, of the
most reliable description, are by no means
of a favorable character. It appears to be
Levond all question that the salmon pack
will be small, and that tiie results will be
a source of dixappointment and loss to all
concerncd. This loss will not only be en-
tailed Ly the comparative idleness of the
plantwith which thecanneriesavesupplied,
Lut considerable quantities of cans, cases
and other matcrial already prepared will
be required to be held over. The canner
will undoubtedly be a sufferer, inasmuch,
as a rule, he is not accustomed to carry
over stocks of fish, and cannot benefit by
the advanece ; but the middleman and the
dealer will hardly fail tobe advuntaged, as
the value of their stocks must be ma.
terially enhanced. They have been mostly
laid in at a compatatively low figure, and
must go up, the difference enuring to the
holder, who is likely to make a good thing
out of it. There is one mistake to be
guurded against, and that is that should
there Le a late run—of which there ap-
pears to be some probability—the canners,
with a vicw to utilizing their material and
employing their hands, may use every en-
deavor to make up for Jost time, and catch
and pack all the fish that is posaible for
them to do. This would hardly be good
policy, as it would tend to keep the mar-
ket in & demoralized state, and to con-
tinue the existing unsatisfactory condition
of the trade, which a little waiting would
in all probability be the means of resusci-
tating. Thereare many packers who feel
gloomy and look gloomy, too. Letthem
look ahead and make up their minds to
build upon the future.

MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENTS,

There has been considerable objection
taken in the city of Victoria to the fact of
the municipal assessor having, in prepar-
ing his valuation lists, placed the property
of the citizens at its actual value, instead
of at » fizure nmuch below what it would
really bring. It in not a necessary conse-
qacnce of this that the property will be

more heavily taxed than now, for the rate
of taxation has to be fixed hereafter by the



