TR U E.

It is now understood that thoe family of
the unfortunato conductor Barber, whoso
forgetfulneas was the causo of the torriblo
Humbor accident, ,are in 2 very needy
condition, nnd aid has to bo oxtended to
thout ab onco to keep thom from actual
want. Tho statoment conies from thom,
and it is no doubt cerroct, that his ordi.
nary pay barely sufliced to keop the
family in comfort, not allowing any mar-
gin to lay by anything ahead.  The pay
of nearly all tho employcos of theo
Grand Trunk iz on such a meagro scalo
that probably very fow of them manago
to do muro than just live comfortably out
of what thoy get. On tho other hand,
tho leading oflicials draw princely salarics
and travel and fare in princoly style.
The samo statement is probably truo of
tho various other railways in tho coun-
try.

'The conduclors and engine drivers on
our raitlways have vast responsibilitics,
both as regards life and property, com-
nitted to their care, and it is a matter of
very great public importanco that only
men of first-class reliability and inteili-
gonce should bo placed in such positions.
'That can hardly bo expected when the
rates of pay to them are so low as they
now generally are. Tho only wonder is
that under a system of such low rates as
has prevailed for years, considering tho
great personal risks and responsibilities
to which thoy are oxposed, sucha good
class of men has been obtgined.

The Canada Pacific Railway has just
been doing a very commendablo thing in
making & very sweeping reduction on 1ts
freight rates for grain from tho varous
parts of dManitoba. It has always been
fclt, on all hands, that ono of the weak
points of the C. P. R. Company was that
it isin their power to impose their own
rates on grain and other agricultural pro-
duce which must necessarily find its way
to market over that road, if marketed at
all. Tho usual charges horotofore have
beon cqual to at least half the valuo of
much of the grain shipped, and in somo
cases oven considerably greater than
thut. If the Company wiscly resolve to
keop down froight rates to a point about
which thero can be no reasonablo grounds
of complaint, they will doa good thing
for thomselves, a grand thing for the
pioncer sottlors, and @ patriotic thing for
tho country.

There is no doubt but tho C. P. R.
Company got an oxcellent bargain—for
themselves—out of the Canadian Govern-
ment and Peoplo, but at any rate, thoy
desorve duo credit for an honest endeav-
our to carry out well their own part of
tho agreement.  Tho road is being push-
cd into completion with & rapidity un-
cqualled in tho history of any othor simi-
lar great entlerprise, and thero me the
best of reasons to beliovo that the hard-
cst part of tho bargain, that of the con.
struction of the road round tho north
sido of Lako Sunermor, is boing fulfilled
to tho lotter. Tho road is also being
* much botter built and better cquipped
that was gererally oxpectod. If the
ratos aro only kept reasonably moderato
tho country may yet find ount that it made
amuch butter bargin that was at ono
timo oexpocted, s

“Indopendents  in politics, especinlly
if thoy happon to bo somowhat pronmnoent
men, aro not usually in high esteem by
tho great body of the peoplo. It requires
 very ablo man to play the part of an in-
dopondont in Canadian politics and keop
his head onough above the surfaco to bu
visible at all o tho public oyo. It is ns-
tonishing how fow mon of the ‘ndepend-
ent class aro now in any of our ropresont-
ativo bodics, from tho villags, counal to
tho Dominion FParlinment. Tho renson
probably is that tho great majority of the
electors have hiad about enough expori-
ence with that class of men to stand in
doubt of them. The Cincinnati Enquirer,
a leading Ohio journal, issaid to have
been an independent for years and i, has
had & good deal to do with that class, no
doubt, It now defines an independent as
a political sorchead who hasbeen snubbed
by both parties. That isoften about how
tho caso stands. Our party mon, however,
might often show less subserviency.

In Texas things are managed quite
differently fromCanada, in manyrespects.
A paragraph is just now going the rounds
to the cffectthatofthestudentsof the Tox-
as University forty are females, In our
Provincial University females are not ad-
mitted at all. Which country is adopt-
ing the most cnlightened and wisest
policy in this respect? Surely in a Pro-
vineo liko ours there ought to bo a more
definite public rccognition ot the import-
ance of encouraging higher cducation
among women than our authoritics now
give,

.Tho Now York State Engincor of last
year, gives an opinion in his annual re.
port which may as well bo carefully look-
cd into by our leading men at Ottawa.
In his deliberato opinion *‘canals as a
successful and necessary means of trans-
port have outlived thei? uscfulness.”
This conviction is becoming moroe general
overy yoar. Railways are becoming
abundant and in consequer.ce of the many
improvements made in conncction with
thom railway transportation is becoming
so cheapy as well as so rapid that inland
transportation by water is becoming com-
paratively less and loss cach year. Can-
ada has oxpended many millions on its
great canals, which were very important
and very necessavy in their time, and it
is oxpending millions each yoar now in
conncction with its canal system. Thoro
are soveral now canal projects, such as
the Tront Valley and others, involving
millions and millions wore. Is it not
about time to stop and 'consider for a
little whother all theso expensivo canals
will be of much real commercial value to
tho country if comploted ?

The Erio canal was made freo not long
ago, and the largoe oxponse of its yearly
maintainance saddled directly on tho tax
payersof Now York State, in hopo of
greatly roviving its declining trade. Tho
succoss of tho cxporiment is more than
questioned by Mr. Scymour, tho lato
Stato Engincor, and surcly no man ought
to bo in & bottor position to know. Ho
now asscrts that the canfils of tho Stato
havo greatly doteriorated during tho year
and ne less o sum than threo and & half
million dollurs will bo necessary to put
thom in cficient ropair, Somo ablo buai-

ness mon have suggested  omptying tho
Eno of ita wators ontircly wod laying the
bottom with railway tracks for heavy
transpurtation purposes,  That may yot
bo dvno.

A Mnssachx’;ctts (vvernor has just beon
appofuiting sumoe ono olse to thoe office of
his privato scerotary when ho has a boy
of his own who might fill the place. Thns
18 rathor extravrdinary conduct for a pro-
minont United States politician  When
asked for somo reasun for such an unusunl
courso, ho gave it as his determination
that his boy must prepare himself for
some honorable work in lifv, and ho was
not going to have his family fitted with
offices.  Such languago might put the
blush on quite a large numbor of ourwoll.
known public men, but itis language hon-
orabletoaman oceupyinganhonorable posi.
tion. Thereissomethingtruly domomlizing
in the sight of 2 man in authority fitting of-
fices to half his male relations, if not to
his sisters, his cousins, and his aunts.
The late Hon. John Sandficld Macdon-
ald, near tho end of his important ofticial
carecr, made it his boast that though he
had had at his disposal hundreds of offi-
ces, ho had never settled ono of his own
immediate relations in any one of
them.

There scems a good deal of madness
about many of the hot-headed Irish agita-
tators, especially those of the dynamito
class, bt it is protty evidont that thereis
a good deal of method in the madness of
some of them. The wild exy goes up for
funds to bo sccretly expended in doing
deadly work on British soil almost any
where, and the cry is gencrally successful
in drawing out a good deal of funds. A
case in court in New York afew days
ago went to show that (’Donovan Rosss,
one of the best known and most blatant
ofall thedynamiteclass, hasmanaged to got
a good many thousands of dollars of funds
committed to his control, and tho judge
did not hesitatotointimate hisapinion that
the largest sharo of the funds probably
remamedwithhim. One of hiscompanions
sued for afew hundred dollars out of the
fund, but the verdict was against him,
the Court deciding that if he wanted te
share a fund he must do like O'Donovan,
and get one in his own hands.  During
tho last dozen years, probably a dozen
leading Fenians in and about New York
have been, in the end, acused by their
own party of gorging themselves with
plunder from funds committed to their
caro “‘for patriotic purposes.”

Last year a vory largo. fund was rassed
to mako a present to Pamncll,  Probably
tho general impression among thoe con-
tributors was that, in somo undefinable
way, Parncll would placo the fund so as
to do the most good to tho greatest pos.
siblo number of lrishmen. That scems
to bo just what he did—according tu his
own ideas at least. It tums out, how-
over, that tho greatest possible mumbor
in this caso was *‘Number One.” Parnoll
had at that tine, it is =maid, somo heavy
mortgages on bis Irish proporty, and
theso werw at onc. paid off. Of course, all
this went to “lighten the burden” of ot
loast ona f the Irish peoplo.  The bel-

aneo of tho menoy vaus put to hisown

crodit, so that it will ‘reliove oppres-
sion,” it may bo, from somo future in-
dobtedness.  Of courso  Ivishmen overy-
wheroe have a perfect right to pay out their
money to pauper agitators, but it has an
awkward look to aco it thus squandered,
while tho wholo world is being called on
to contribute for tho rolief of fumished
oople in Iroland.
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The body of Capt. Webb, tho notable
swimmer, has just been oxhumed from its
temporary restmg placo and ro-interred
with Christian and Masonic ceremonies.
It now rests quictly besido the grave of
tho notable Niagara ermit, 1t is well
that there was but little domonstration
mude over tho romainsg of the brave but
misguidew man. His death was little
other than a suicide, with no object to
serve for voluntarily undertahing such
hazardous risks than additional notoriety.
Had there beon great demonstations over
tho dead man, the effect wounld have been
to stimulato a number of other madeaps
to unnccessarily hazard their own lives to
make a holiday for sightscers.  The kind
of “bravery"” that prompts men to put
thomselves in positions of great peril
merely to satisfy thoe public craving for
excitement ought not to be encouraged.

Capt. Webb's widow has deen left
poorly provided for. She has now to
maintain herself and her children by
acting as bookkecper in gomo Bostun
cstablishment ag a small salary.  Surely
it loks hiko a cruel thing for any man,
having given such hostages to fortuno, to
toy so recklessly with his life. His
family might have been in quite a differ-
ent posiion to.day had the man, with
Capt. WebD's energy and skill, but taken
a different course of life.  Thoe next man
who proposes to jeopardize himsclf, in or

upon severely.

\What 13 to bo done with all the helpless
peor . and abuout us! The question i3
becomung mure and more urgent, and as
the wanter advances and the hard times
grow stll harder the diflicult matter must
bo grappled with in somo othor way than
our present make-shift manner. The
street of Torentv aro all but swarming
with poor, many of whom must beg,
or steal, or bo sent to prison, in order
to keop from actual starvation. It
13 well known that sumo of them do
not want to work, and will not, unless as
alast extromity ; but it is also well-known
that just now, at any rate, many of them *
could not procure employment, howovor
industriously inclined.  There are, no
doulit, cases each week of somo poor
creaturs comuiiting crime for the mere
purposo of being arrested and imprison-
ed. Tho Polico Court news indicato
that. Cthers probably commit crimes,
driven to suchacts by sheer poverty, somo
of the cases wot haviug been detocted at
all. It is an unsatisfactory thing,
to say the least of it, ta allow
this to go on in & Christian commurssy,
and it is 3 very unsafoe thing for tho peo-
plo.

Tho 0l question man, **When doctors
differ who shall- decide?  Tn conuection
with tho stato of things we nuw havoin

Canada, between tho centlicting claims

about the Niagara, ought to be frowned 5
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