
TUIE WYHITE SWALLOW.

%veakissi, had beeau selected as the fitting ,victiiiis of tic sevenl
Athapascowv warriors. In this the Red-Skins only actcd ini accord-
ance with the truc prineiples, of war-to respect tie strong, axîd
prey upon thew'eak. The White Swallowv remained beliind ou one
occasion while two scouta wvcnt out to scour thie banks of the streain
in searcir of intelligence. Tlîey soon camne back with the informa-
tion, that about fifteen miles distant wvere five tents of Esquimiaux,
se placcd as te be cemplutely oppn te a surprise. It 'vas tiien
decidcd that the attack should take place the folliwing- niglit.
Meanwhile they wadcd across the river, te, be on the samne aide as
their wrctched victims. Hecre they halted te load their gruns,
furbiali their lances, and prepare thecir shields.

Every.man set te work te paint his buekier-one representing
the sun, another the moon, others birds of prey and otiior animais,
with imagfinary beings, fantastic hiuman creatures, and beasts cf al
kinds. They werc ail te, serve as tbeir protection during flic
combat, their shields being, at once Ilniedicine." Even the White
Swallew, who ivas used to their ]lndiaii custoins, was puzzlcd te
know the meaning of haif thc rude drawings daubed with chalk
and red dlay, as net one had any resemblance te anything in heaven
or upon carth. But, like thc knights cf chiva'ry, whe scerned te
write thcir own names, aud seldom could evet rend a love-letter,
these Red-Skin paladins wcre quite satisfied th2 t military glory was
above ail artistic. merit. They were but of tht, gencral opinion cf
maukiud, who admire fan more flic suces-sfuil slayer cf thousands,
than Uie man who eau achieve a splenldid pieture, a inagnificent
epic pem, or a great scieîîtific discoverv.

Thc shicld-paintingr being over, the party advanîced, stili follew-
ing th ak c I iver-strictly avoiding ail eminences, for fear

cbeing, seen, and ail speech for fear cf being heard. The way was
ardueus and painful in the extreme. Thcy fell upon swaxnpy
rnarshes and muddy sloughs, in which thcy sauk above t3ieir knees.
But net a word was spoken, net a inurmur or complaint given vent
to. A tali yeuth lad been selected as leader cf the band, aud no
orchestra ever kept betten time. They trod in each otlier's foot-
stcps with the most praiscwonthy unanimity; and rnight, frein their
silence, tîcir gravity, their stiff, ereet manner, have not iuaptly beeu
comparcd te moving inummies. The White Swallew cannicd in a
bundlc thc wlole- cf their provisions-ne incensidenable weight,
ns they desired not te hiait an heur when their horrid surprise
ivas effccted.

About an hundrcd yards fromn vhere they first caugît siglît cf
the Esquimaux village thcy halted in council behind some rocks.
Lt ivas now late at riglht, and yet these savage warrions, net satis-
fied with their martial air, ncw began te paint themselves anew.
They daubed their faces with a horrid mixture cf rcd aud black-
on one sida with eue colour, thc ether Nvith thc otber; some ticd
their hair ini knots, others mit it critirely off. Then they lighitened
thlciiselve.s cf evcry possible article of ctot4iing, wlil tl1"i.i<


