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FOI THI TWENTY-FIFTH OF
DECEMDBER.
Writton fox tho B. A, PRESBYTEINAN.
I.

Morry fuoes ! hoppy volces!
Tx it Just o cormmon gladnoss,
Fills tho ajre with all this madnoes,
Danishes all looks of sadness,

TiMl tho sternexst honrt vejoicss ”

I

Can o splrit moxoly mortal,
Ralgn with such n potont po ver.
Sovorelpn of 4 joyous hour,
Pouring froe u golden lower,
Boldly entering ench portal?

oL

Or shiall wé hold an tuftuenco highor
Tovehod unsecn those chords resonuding;
Woke an velo softly sounding,
Of tho song of gracs abovnding-—~
Chanted by o Eeavenly cholr?
CHARLOTTI.
Kineardinoe.

3

NEW BRUNSWICK

‘ or Cnuncit TINANCE—IWEEKLY OFFER-
INGS—1NCREASED LIBERALITY.

. 'Che Week of ].’myer?i‘tps come and gone
in this city as well as with you. If the at-
tendanco given bo any index to the benefit
dorived from such opportunities, thon there
is much to bs thankful for on the part of
the city ¢ St. John. Large numbers
enme to .o meetings, oxcopt one day
whe. .o weathor wag very disagreeable,
That this is an encouraging feature, none.
will refuso to grant, It would bo unwise,
howaever, to infor that all that came did so
in a purely devotional spirit.  Ibissome-
what amazing, and yot it is trae, that the
fashion of the thing will induce many to go
o a prayer-meeting, .and so the place is
efowded whon, on the-part of very few,
perhaps, will there bo real spiritual wor-

ity. and truth. We havo & course of lee:
tivés in the Mechanies' Institute here, -for
exiniple, for many winters past; I do not

~‘gm§§e on Monday nights, and so it is just
4He thing to attend there. No mattor what
the charactor , of the lecturo is, if the even.
ing be agrecable, there will bo a good audi-
ence. Tho renson is, the vast majority of
those that crowd the hell.do not go to hear
a lacture ; they go, to show themselves and
ook at one another through their opera-

ment to make, and yot it is my deliberate
conviction, that about as much useful iu-
formation is diffused by these lectures as ia |-
diffused on tho othor ovenings of the weels
fii the skaiing rink, aud with the exception
of & very few, it would bo the safnewere
Froude.or Tyndall to appear on the plat-
form.. I8 tho same trail of character absent
in motives that induco. people to go to the
phisyer-meotings 2 T doubt it very much,
That they do attend is not to bo regrotted,
howover. It is said of thoso thai came to
hoar Whitefield and Wesley preach, that
somo of them came-to moek that remained
to pray: 'The annual Biblo-meeting was
held as wsuslt during the Week of Prayer,
and it:too was much more 'succossful than
it hins beén for wmany years past. Tor-
merly the. crowds that came were ombar.
rassing, so much so.that it was diseussed in
the Committee whethor o small entrance
foe should not be demanded; thoen there
eame o falling away, but this yeor the at-
fondance was very .godod.  Statements,
howover, were made at the mecting lo
show that so far as roturns yet, proved the
oontributions from the city wonld ba less this
yeor than just. Tho reason.of this falling
away is very plain to me, and some of the
office-bearers know it as well. Tt is nlto-.
gethor owing to the modo of collecting sub-
seriptions, A paid collector is appointed,
and much depends on the efficiency of the,
man. Then tho xule is to call on those
whose names avpoar on Inst year's list,
and agis ihevilably. {vease nioro or less
dic vy, lenve th plete, kpd little or no ef-
fortis made-to gat now ones. The Com.
mitiee know what:is a romaedy for this, that
is.nothing moro or less than the corrying:
into practice ‘one of the constitutionat tules
4hat provides for tho subscriptions being
taken up by themsclves, going two by two,
and-not by a paid oflieinl, Ttisperiectly trvo
thut the:jeople ought fo give whatthey in-
ténd'ta. give whether they ave asked for if-
or not, but not yet are our poople cdneated’
{0 that point. Whother tha Commitlee will
do their dnty oven in the circumstances
aunifest: this:year isyery doubtful. I-have.
hardly-any 2xpectation-of it.

Hpésking oftho abligation nnden whith

men are 6 devolo theiraneans to the casver).
! .of God; ‘sad the mannet and fime of dis-

-

charging that duty, 1emmds we diat the
right principle, a8 T take it, of Church Fin-
ance 18 growing in ow church in these
The system of pov  rents hag
proved to-be mnsucecssful, and it is there-

fore Loing abandoned slowly but pradusily

by our congregations.
adoptod the weekly offering system,sa fara.
1 know, m the synod, and th.t was many
Foara ago, is u model to all the rest to-day;
not only in the mramuxe of its liborality,
but olso in all other graces. During the
Iast tvo or {hreo yumrs the gaeation hias
Dbeen agitated & good deal, especially by o
Committee of Synod, and tho xesult has
been that quits & number of congregntions
have ndopted that Seriutural mode. In
ovory caso in which i§ has beon tried, the
stecess has boen marked. A week ngo one
of the congrogations in this city lad n
raecting to consider the matter, and the re-
aolution was passed unanimousty and heart-
1y that after the flvsl of February the giv-
ings, toall purposes should be by weekly
offerings. 'The pastor wasroquested by the
managers and others to preazh on thesub-
jeot before the congregational meeting was
called, which he did.

. that a fixed proportion of income should be
Tur Wepk oF PRAYER—RIGAT PRINCIPLE | dayoted to the Loxd, mn no casg less than a

tenth, buj more than that n-proportion as
tho income was large ; tlugt giving is an act
.of worship, and therefore it should be done
on the first day of the week, and in the
house of God, bringing to the Lord, and
not waiting to be dunned by bills and
collectors, or oven asked, being the rule
that the beliover is to set bofore himself. It
was stated at tho congregational mecting
that two members had pledged themselves
not to give less ench than two and a-half
dollars o weok. Thero areno wenlthy men
striotly so-called in that congregation.

There must bo some connection batween
the growth of Scriptural principles of giv-
ing and the announcemente that Inotico in
the press to the effect that pagtors’ salaries
.aro boing very materially ineréased. With-
in tho week I have seen threo announce-,
ments mado, and I heard of a fourth,of that
kind. Intwo of tho cases $100 each was
added, and in tho other two double that.
In ono of tho latter two, the increase was
mado to date, from the first of 1872. In
ship, or evon any aimat worship in sincer- ‘former letters T Lave complained that the
its standard withis was lowor than in the Up-
por Provinces, but if this sort of thing of
which I have given some examples goes on
for o timo, lot.Ontario look to its laurels., I
kriow how many ; it ias been the customto.}.shall-bo-happy o clironiclemany mvioe ox-"
P o amples of tho same kind, perhaps our
growth may proveke our brethren up thore.
Whether my happiness in,tho mattor will
induce somo exceedingly pious friends,\that
:8 to say, those'that are too pious to hear
of money, or to handlemoney in the Lord’s
house and on the Lord’s day, to set me
doéwn worldly, I don’t know, nvr am I con-
cerned much.

St. John, 21st January, 1878.

T'ha una that first

Ho f{ried to show

LBLIGION AND TEMPERANCE.

Editor 3RITIBN AMERICAN PRESEYTERIAN,
Drar.Sir,—I was rejoiced in heart to
read tho able axticle in last woek's Bririsx
m which you
pointedly and justly rebukad some of owr
1agislators for their ¢ champagne debauch.”
1 think, however, that our leadingrehigious
journuls should more frequently raise thoir
watning voice against the drunken usages’
of the country. I would be pleased, indecd,
to have you write your opinion as to the
duty of the legislaturo in vogard to the
numorous petitions before them praying
for the "entire prokibition of the salo of in-
toxicating dnks. The moral influcnco of
the difforont religious newspapers, repro-
‘senting the diffi ront branches of the Christ-
ian church, would, I think, have & inost
wholesome effect at this particular juncture.
In my opinion there is 1o cause, second
only to roligon, that could better cugago
the nttention of every Chmstian, and nono
inwhich a professedly Christian statesmnn
could more worthily distinguish himself.

It Ling-been argued that prolibitionisun-
constitutional, and an intorfexence with the!
privileges ot u British subject, &e. Now I
contond that it 1s the liquor traffic which ir
unconstitutional. What is the end and ob-
ject of law, but to do xight and prevent
‘wrong; to punish the evil and protect the.
good? As Blackstone snys, *Law must
command’what 18 1ght:and. prolibit what
is wrong." Now is it true-or.not that alco-
hol. is a dendly poison: in itsolf & Ifit is,
‘then s it right to.place over its open, in-
diseriminnt  <ale the protection oflaw 2.
32 deadly poison has been os=
tablighed on reliable authovity. Indeed, if-
wo hiad- not that authority, we hgve the
most practical yeason, for belisving so,.ns
every duy’s oxperiencu:tellg: us that it kills
mors mon-ond-women. in Oliristiau. coun-
trics, at 1dast, than nll vther poisons.put to-:
Wharofors X submit the conclusion
is- the duty- of legisla-.
ud limif its sale to the
.apothecnry shop. But.Iuuat not {respass
on your'space. ..

PRESBYTERIAN

is unovinable, that it

Taosas MeN

+ NLW THLORIES IX THEOJLOGY.”
Hdeter BRITISE AMBRICAX Phr»}nﬂu AN
Bik,—The abuve is the-lhealig of an ar-
uicle wn your last issue, wlich  road with
grent varpriso 4ill I saw Jhe soncce whenee
it came, manoly ¢ Chumbers' Journal.”
Tho aiticle has not oné rference fo mny
change m Thevlogy; it "deuls  exelusively
with these charges snd fincertainties pesu-
linr to the cxude and us yet unsettled stato
of the Natural Sclences, suck’ ne Geulsgy
wnd Cliviisbey, the anly hrunches weussd in
it, and yot the siticle 13 headud ** ¥ew The-
ories in Theology.” 1 would nel notire
such n misnomer, if it:wore not now the
ustin] somi-infidel way of insinuating that
Theology proper is defendent upon, nnd
affected or changed by ¥*now theories” in
the disorderad brains of afow semi-edurated
inen, Christian 1, Theology proper deals
exolusively with S:in and Salvation from it,
with the sinner and hig Saviour, and has
nothing to say about ‘the discovery that
“gold can oxist in seaswater;” and thoso
who thiuk it hns mmust ‘bo as ignorant of
their Biblo as the editor.of Chanbers' Jour-
nalis. It is high time ;that the wmiserablo
« rant” and jabbering ¥ cant” of infidels
should be boldly met and manfully exposed.
Aitliough the editor.of Chambers’ Jou:nai
is too ignorant to kncw?it, the tenching of
Moses, in Theology proper, is identical with
that of Malachi, and thé teaching of Mala-
chi 1s identienl with tha} of Hilland Hodge,
Ypurs truly,
A. C. GiLLies.
Lyn, Ont., Jan. 27, léZB.

TIIE PAPIST AND THE PROTESTANT.

Editor BRITISI AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Sm,~—I am inclined to'think that “A Poor
Papist” may have had fnore reason to smile
ovor the letter of * ARich Protestant,” than
the latter had over lis. Although I know
nothing whatever concerning the authorship
of ** A Papist’s” letter, I think it bears in-,
ternal evidenco of not having been written
by “ A Papist” at-sll, but by o Protestant
ondeavouring to put himself for the timo:
being in the place of “ A. Poor Papist;” not’

saveastic romark about the *somewhat
wider re purce to draw upen” would seom
to indicdate. If writtep by o Romanist, it
must have been by a very enlightened one,
quite as faoulinr with Protestant as with
Roman Catholic ideas.

But, whethor witten by Papist or Protes-
tant, the lettor was cortainly not one to be
dismissed with a laugh, since it contained
much truth whichmight profitably bo made
the subject of serious reflection. The writer
has often listened with pain, af meotings
held professedly for the advancement of
Afissions to Roman Catholics, to speech
aftor specch filled with little else than whole-
sale denunciations of the Church of Rome,
a somowhat stale, and not altogetherx edi-
fying theme for Protestant audiences. But,
the writer has often thought, had & Roman
Cetholic been in the sudience, would such
langunge have had the effect of either en-
lightoning or winning to the truth? Must
it not almost inevitably huve irritated and
hardened him eeniast Protestants and their
religion? It has been o matter of personal
experience, in dealing with Romanists and
socking to impart some knowledgo of the
_tiuth, that the knowledge of such harsh
speaking has interposed to closo thigir minds
and hearts against veceiving eithor the
words or the iracts of the visitor. *Nay
‘more, nd'an unlooked for result, perhaps by
‘many unsuspected, the children of Protes-
fants themselves have, in cases coming
withiti-the knowledge of the writer, beer.
seriougly injured by listening to such ex-
tremo denunciations, for, finding, as they

grow up, that there was aftor all some good
ard some knowledge of the Gospel in the
Romish Church, they have felt themsolves
ghaken from: their moorings, and have beon
very noarly made & prey_to the more wary
and prudent emisstries of Rome.

We knoyw very well that none of us wouid
“feel much dizposed to listen to the teaching
of anyone who began by attacking, or s
hasslily denouncing the Chureh .to which.
we ave attached. How much irore strongly
must this ciuse operate with Romnan Catho-
.ies, who love and rever their chiuweh to an.
extent whish Protestants, not helieving-in
- Tfallibility,” can scarcoly realize. And,
Aif wo wish {0 gain a_cerdaun end, is it the
part of wise men to begin by using menns,
“which must assuxedly defeat it?

It is true thot our Saviour did, on-rore.
accasions, use the langunge of stern rebuko.
‘But winlpat mey well be doubted-whothor
such.Ianguage moy come agditly {rom sin-
ful sdig from sinless lips, it should-further-bo:
aomembered that when our Saviour {hus-
spoke, ¥o wag addressing the hypoerifienls
‘lestinxs) - who shoald havo xnown better, the-
“blind guides” themselves, who led s
mwititnde.  The ‘iguorant and erring he.
ayon, as He would: Jinve His puople win
‘them, by kintlness and love. .

Lot it be [remembored, teo; that -the

Cobourg,.Jan. 35th, 1678

“Uraking.up of -the ashes of past couturies”

.

ultogethor guecessfullyy-as the. apparently-|
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may reveal beets Tainful ta Drodectauts as
woll a3 Romantats.  The Chuish of Romo
waa not the ongy Chiarch that persroutod.
Lot tho nshes ol Boiuctuz—the puiferings
of massaernd Covenantets and 1auulated
Puritans attest the sad ‘aet.  Yet, while w-
have to aduinit  that  Protestants, too, dJid
paxsoente, wo maintain thut they did so aw
individuals, in spite of their principles,
led antray I’X thie gpirit of the nge, a spirit

evoked. But while Protestants repudiaic
such acts with gorvow, the Chureh of Romeo
has rievor openly condemned her persocu-
tion=, bat by vartue of hor boasted infulii-
Vity, is precluded from dolag ac. Thmay
be necessary somotimes therefore, in reply
to assumptions of infallibility, to romind
Romeamnists what the practice of thew infalli-
blo Chuarel hras been that they saay judge
whother ar not it peeords with the chaiac-
ter of a Church.of Christ, Only, while wo

do g0 *mn love and wm the epint of meek.
ness,” with the tmost tender considusation
for the feelings  whicli should be respected
even when they must be wounded, Lel
there be less denunieation and more affea.
tionate showing of a better way!

Tiet the aim be rather to make Roman.
Jdsts Christians, than fv make them Pro.
‘testants, Let the Truthonce take posses-
sion ofithe heart, and it may be trusted to
hold its own against efror. = And while we
bravaly do the battle- of religiouslierty, lobit
be,on tha whole, less by words than by

thea, of noble Christian lives, Let us be
“living opistlesknown andrvead of all. men,’”
the most legible ~ .d'most irrefutable testi-
mony to the truth as it is in Jesus! Lot not
the avernge Romanist observe that the
average Protestant is more ctreless and in-
different in attending church, more luke.
warm, nore self-indulgent, less devout, less
charitablo to the poor, less earnest in prac-
tising that which he professes to believe!
With owr open Bibles and our greator privi-

greater devotion, gr-ater earnestness, more

Jruits ye shall know them.”

up in judgment” with Protestants, and may
seyndemn them,”

A Loveg or TruTtH,

PRESBYTERIAN WRONGS.

’ y_.
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Editor Bur{um :&;:.HMK PRESBYTERIAN.

DEear Sir,—My last letter was intended
to show how inadequate the equipment of
Knox Collego is for the sork which the
Church demadns of it. if we oxpoct it to
servo us any bettor in the futuroe, a realeffort

a gold, substantialfooting. People cintivu-
ally ask why thero are fwo colleges bslong-
jngto our Chural, when one could do the
work. Andit is o question to which no
person has evor given a roasonably satisfac-
tory answer. How ever any Church Court,
representing the small amount of wealth
winch omt General Assermbly reprosents,
could havo been induced fo entertain so
foolish a project, it is hard tosce. Certainly
no commnitteo of practical‘, business men
would ever have done so.

But that is not the question now. Wo
actually havo two colleges upon our hands

carnest men, building their new anllege,

the east, we in the west, comprising the
whole of the rest of the church, need not
bebehind. Is thme-honoured Knox College
to loso its prestige and dwindle into a sec-
ond-rate institution ? It has an honour-
able record. Thav record should not bo
disgraced by the carlessness or niggaxdli-
ness of those into whose hands snch an in-
heritance has come.
W have never had our vacant congrega-
tions and mission stations anything like
fully supplied witk preachers. 'Wo can not
got students enough.  Princoton has always
drained off a considerable proportion of the
fow we have; and we seldom see them
agnin. It will, most assuredly, take acti-
vity, on our part, o provent her from tak-
iilg more. We must:have preachers, and
therefore wo must have a college that will
keep our students at home. Xnox must
recoive o full staff of Professors.

T con feel-a stirring among our people
now, which £ hope-will develop-into vigor-
ous aciion. But then they do not know

sequence, being quite in‘the dark abeut the

gatien to exert'themselvos.

.we must set-to work; aé oice, and orect a

of that uow,) and furnish it with fowr Pro-

wus bhy deeds, by setting the example, like-

—
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must be inade, and that at once, to sot it on:

The Montreal people are going ahead like;

what tho college authorities want or what |
they proposo to do. And as n natural con- |

Not long ago & gentemnan asked mo, how |:
nmany Professors are neodods  Ho was sur- |
(prissd when I said, Jour. I.told him that

‘new building, (thexe do appear {obe hopes -

e
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Thore s 4 dupartinent of Lisegetics and
Biblieal Outioism, which must have a Tro-
feawor.  Wo have now, in ceuncetion with

B owman, bevertlivluss, to whowm the elmreh
It:s done grout mjustice. by loaving hiw so
leng unassisted.

There is the vacant chon of Syston.atie

wlich the Churdi of Rome Lad Jiersolf | Theology, whieh should not ba loft vacant

sy longer than the Assembly cun posuibly
heip.

Apulogeties and Churel: History pmght
ba pus wgothel, under the earo of our pre-
sent able Profussor of Apologeties,

“I‘hon Homuleties and Pastocal Theology
with Chureh Government might form & de-
partment for a fourth Professor, although

speak the truth when it is necessary, lob us theve would be work enough for iwo. Wo

‘have had & lesturer 1 thus obair, appoint-
ed now and then for thrce ,months
at o time. A Professor must be pormans
ently, appointed to this chair at onco. If
tho present lecturor had beon appointed
pormenently vears ago, there would have
been less grumblmg among the studonts,
according to thewr own re ort,

If wo could support five Professors,.we
would do wissly to-appoint a fiftlr to Jocture
on Fnangelestic Work. That will dn {or wand

of o better name. Tmean, that divectly
practical side of Christian work, which Pas-

toral Theology, in the ordinary treatment
of it, does not cover. It shonid treat of
faults into which men commonly run in
prenching, in their prayors, snd in their
conversational treatinent of c,asz's of*consci-
enco.and the difficulties of expeximontal re-
ligion. It would really Lo *the art of

leges, let us show, by our greater zeal, prenching and working.” There is « groaf

noed for careful training of the olorgy in

liberal charity, above all by our great | this sphere. i ;
Christian love, ’t]xei @tterspirityof our gm'or this sphere. B, howevor desirablo it

faith, remiambering who has said “By their

would bo to establish such n department, it
will probably have to fall in witli tho gen-

Otherwise, many “poor Papists” may “‘riso eral Department of Pastoral Theology.

But whether we have one Professor or
five, weo must have o Teacher of Elocution,
constantly employed, or, at all ovents, for
threo months overy session. Students
should havothe advantages of a regular and
thorough drilling in Tloculion from the
very beginning of their course. "As long a8
this is not attended fo, wo necd not wonder

“if our students-flock to Princoton. -

Thore is another hint. Throughout the
length and Breadth of the Church, there is
ouie loud-whil of lamentation about * poor
congregationsl singing.” Woell may we la-
mont. The singing, in most congregations

‘of which I know anything, could only be
ccallod o Fidiculous farce, wero it not that,
being enacted under the name of % God's
praise,” it becomestoo mournful & thing to-
bo thought of without pain. But what is
to be done? Could no¥ this be done?
Establish & training-school for precontors
at the college. Xt tho best teachors in
she- country be engaged, and let the class
bo free to all comers. It would not cost
much, and it would be well deserving of o
trial.—IxDEX.

AN EXPLANATION.

’ —

Editor BRITISR AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

fully determumed, apparently. tolet nothing | Dgaz Str,~In answer to “A.3B.C.”
cast even o doubt “upon the future success | who asi:s, ‘ On what prnciplo the Presby-
of their institution. And, surely, if four { tery of Manitoba procecded when they
Presbyterics can do what they are doing in | lntoly mnducted the Rev. Mr. Black to the

charge-over-which he had beon settled for
many years,” I have to reply, first, that
masmuch as Mr. Black had never been, ae-
cording to the usual form of Presbyterial
procodure, there was nothing unconstitution-
alinthe-act. The Presbytery ithought fitto
 gratuly the people, and granted their Ye-
‘quest to have, in full .l?rosbytcnal}Form,
what they had-so long enjoyed in reality.

2. The Presbytery boing desirous of lead-
ing the peoplo of this new province to bear
thoir full share in support of the ministry
labouring among them, and Leliomng that
‘the regular settlement of ministers over
charges would cond ice to this-onid; as well
as tho more successful prosecution. of thé
woxls, thought it best that there should be
no exceptions, and began with Kildonan, the
oldest and at that time, the only self-sustain-
_ingecongregation, within the Province. The
town-congregation of Winnipeg has sincs
declareditself self-sustmamng nud o hope
soon to settle a ‘mimster over them, with
more to follow. o

Thusting that this oxplanation will Batis-
{y your.correspondent, una‘\any‘ othors who

wholo matter, thoy feol:no partieular obli- may havo thought' the procecding of otr

‘I'new Presbytery strange,
I remain, Mr. Editor,
Yours respectfully,

ALEX. FRAZRR,
-Clerk of Manitoba Prosbyicxy

There are 6.486\cliu;'6heﬁin thy State of

fessors of the very hest stamp that we con |.Ohio, including 205' Roman Catholic, oap-

‘nble of seating, in all, 2,084,386 people,

.

thix ehalr, the right 1an ia the right plags, -
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