
THE CANADA PRESBYTERtAN CHURCI.

THE LATE MR. WILLIAM CLARK.
Mr. William Clark, of London, died on Sabbath, the 1-thi of February

last. As the worsliippers were returning froni the forenoon service, lis
spirit departed into the plresence of the Lord in Icaven. From the great
interest vhich he took in, the prosperity of Ihe Canada Prebyterian Church,
and the valuable service wlich lie was privileged to render in connection
with lier operations, le deserves an lonourable notice in the RECORD; for
wc ought to avoid the guilt of thobe against whom the wordk were spoken-
" The righteous perisheth and no man layetli it to lcart ; and muerciful men
are taken away, none considering that the righteous is takenl away fron the
evil to come."

William Clark was born in the Parish of Pettv, Inverness-shire, Scot-
land, on the 23rd Mav, 1bO7. lis fatler was parish scloolmaster and also
an elder of the Church. lis grandfathîer, witl whon lie spent much of bis
childhood, vas also an elder and a deeply pions man, and while residing
here, lie early receive.l saving iiprezssioiis of divine truth. lis youthful
gifts and piety attracting the notice of his friends, they intended him for the
gospel ministry ; but while the lioly work contemlplated was in harnony
with his own inclination, the tiouglt of occasioning inuch sacrifice to his
friends by the expense whichi would be necessary causel himu to decline the
prosecution of the required studies. Hie eniigrated to Caiada in 1833, and
tarrying for short periods iu Montreal and Torouto on his way west, le
arrived at London in 1834. What is now a city of over 20,000 in popula-
tion, was at that tiie but a village of about 200 inhabitants. The Rev.
Mr. Proudfoot, father of the Rev. nDr. Proudfoot, had just connenced his
labours ttere, but no congregation yet existed in connectioun with the estab-
lislied Chîurclh of Scoi land. Thie earliest visit male to London by a
minister of that Cliurchi was by the Rev. Mr. Millar in 1933, wlo shortly
afterwards lost bis life bv the breaking of the ice in the Bay of Quinte.
Shortly after lis visit the members aid adtherents of the Church of Scotland
enjoyed occasionial preacling fîom the 1Rev. Donald McKenie, of Zorra,
and tlhe Rev. Daniel Allen, >f North Easthope. Tlie former liat arrived in
Canada in August 1634, and tle latter lad een appointed, b)y tlie Presby-
tery of Ilamiloni, a isionary to Lonîdoi and the Townsuhips around it in
Noveniber, 1636. From the first Mr. Clark's house lccame thie home of the
ministers and nissionaries wlo visited tlie place, and continued to be so for
upwards of twenty years ; and on hii deolved the labour of making all
nlecessary arrangemnents for the services of public worship, whicli, before the
erection of St. Andrew's Clureb, were held in the Granmuar School-louse,
tie Court House, or the Churcli kindly granted by sone siter congregation
as miighlt, for the tinie, le nost convenient. And on Sabbath wlen
there was no public preacliing, devotional exercises were observed in bis
bouse, conducted mainly by hiiself. Nor were bis interest and labours,
even at tlis timue, confined to the place of lhis residence, for frequently lie
left his own business and becanie the companion and guide of the pioneer
ministers in their visits to the new settlenents in the surrounding townships;
and in this way be obtained a knowledge of the Scotch settlenients, and the
settlers forned an acquaintance with him, whicl afterwards proved of great
value in conducting the missionary operations of these localities.

Imnnediately after the openiing of the first St. Andrew's Churcli, in
Septenber, 1843, lue, Mr. John Micliie and Mr. Alex. Ross were ordained
the first elders of the conugregation. But while these brethren in office were
worthy fellow-labourers, and Mr. Mechie specially did miuch to advance the


