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If we would revive religion in our laud, we must return to primitive
methods, as in the days o! the Apostles and of our Scottisi forefathem ià
Refornation timues, when P.cpsitury teachinj iorned su prominent an elemènt
in the instruction of the muasses. We live in a practical age, in which the
people who are asking for the bread of liffe % ill not be satisfied with the

tlhsks of a dead fornialismn, or have their souls fed with the outer shell
of Christianitv, but with the living kernel of gospel tîuth. The carneat
prayer ot pastors and of parents, and of ail church members, should be the
cry of the prophet in the valley of N ition ; "Come froni the four vinda
O>reath, and breathe upon these slain, that they nay live ; " or in the
languiage of the Church in Solomuoni's Song, " Awatke, O north wind, and
C-1 , thou -outhî ; blow up(n ny garden, tiat the spices thereof may flow
forth." A.ul:x. *W. McK.

AT.HANASIUS.

A NEW YEAR's STORY FOR THE YOUNG.

Mo!e a!.n fifteen centuries ago, ju.4 three hundred and twe've ye<ua
after J (, ChrI.,t vý La . 2lthlehen, a numaiibei of boys were plaving
on tie a shlre. near the geat city oi Alexandria iii Egypt. It was the
month ot Januarv, but January iii Alexandria is very diFerent fron flih
same month in Canada, fl'r ail tie flow ers and trees are. in bloomn and leaf
wha. '. , .m g titese boys, who played upon the sandy
beach ut qhe Meditnauu o, eie w1as one who seemed to be the leAder
of thuir sports. He was a bright, fearless lad, about fourteen years of age,
and the other boys called him Athanasius. His Christian parents had
giyen hin a beautiful naine at his baptisîn, for iii Greek it means the
undying. immzuortal one. But. I fear. they lad iot initructed him very
well in the truth of God's Word, wlich tells us how reverent we should be
in worshippiing Hlim tlat made the htavens and the ear th, and who is high
above ,theu all. Young Athinasius called his cormpanions to jn
iimi in a gaine thiey lad often played at before. It was to make
believe that le was their niiitîler, and they were elders and deacons
and the congregation, all tmet together to w orship 'as on the Sabbath
day. While this was goimg on, a good man called Alexander, who
was bishop of Alexandria (for there were bishops at this time
placed above miniisters, although the Bible says this ought not to
be), was looking out of a window in a houte near the spot where the bo)ys
were playing. When he saw what they were doing he was shoeked at bheir
imitativn of things divine, and sent at once for the parente of the children,
among whon le specially m iIîed to see the father and mother of Athanasia.
.A.fter they caie, Alexander told themx, that since thoir sons delighted even
to imitate the work o the Gopel ministry, they should train them up to
bu true and faithful miniîters of Jesus Christ when they came to be men.
So Athana.îius was pti under learned and pious teacier',, who taught him
the knowledge of the one gieat 3ook which tells us of God the Father antd
.Nis Son Jeus, and which make, the foolish and the Iiful wise and good.
.He liked, above all thinigs, the story of Jesus Chrit. U knew all about
Run as the httle Babe of ethlehen, the wonderfut Bvy of Nazareth, the
Teacher sent fronm God wlho went about continually doing good,and the Man of
S-orrows that hung upun the bitter cross ; but he loved also to think of Him


