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If we would revive religion in our land, we must return to primitive
methods, as in the days o! the Apostles and of onr Scottish forefathors in
Reformation times, when ecpusitory teaching furmed so prominent an elemént
in the iustruction of the masses. We live in a_practical age, in which the

sopie who are asking for the bread of life will not be satisfied with the

usks of a dead formalism, or have their souls fed with the outer shell
of Christianity, but with the living kerne! of gospel tiuth. The carnest
prayer ot pastor~ and of parents, am,f of all church members, should be the
cry of the prophet in the valley of visivn; “ Cume from the four winds
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they max live;” or in the
language of the Church in Svlomon’s Sung, * Awake, O north wind, and
e, thousouth ; blow upen my garden, tliat the spices thereof may flow
fort”  Asex. ° W. McK.

ATHANASIUS.

A NEW YEAR’S STORY FOR THE YOUNG.

More than fifteen eenturies ago, just three hundred and twelve years
after JC s Chiviot wuo boin i Bethilehem, a number of buys were playing
on the sea shore, ticar the wieat city oi Alexandria in Egypt. It was the
month of January, but Junuary in Alexandria is very different from the
satue month in Canada, for all the flowers and trees are in Lloom and icaf
when T, wogus.  among tnese boys, who played upon the sandy
beach of vhie Mredivertanean oe, tuere was one who seemed to be the leader
of their sports.  He was a bright, fearless lad, about fourteen years of age,
and the other Luys called him Athanasius. His Christian parents had
given him 2 beautiful name at his baptism, for in Greek it means the
undying. immortal one. But. I fear. thev had not instructed him very
well in the truth of Gods Word, which tells us how reverent we should be
in worshipping Him that made the heavens and the earth, and who is high
abuve them all.  Young Athanasius called his companions to join
him in a game they lad often played at Lefore. It was to make
believe that he was their minister, and they were elders and deacons
and the congregation, all met together to worship 'as on the Sabbath
day. While this was going on, & good man called Alexander, whe
was bishop of Alexandria (fur there were bishops at this time
Blacc«l above ministers, although the Bible says this ought not ta

e), was looking out of a window 1n a house necar the spot where the beys
were playing. hen he saw what they were doing he was shocked at bheir
imitativn of things divine, and sent at once for the parents of the children,
among whom he specially wished to see the father and mother of Athanasiua.
After they came, Alexander told them, that since their sons delighted even
to imitate the work of the Guspel ministry, they should train them up to
be true and fuithful ministers of Jesus Christ when they came to be men.
So Athanasius was put under learned and pious teachers, who taught him
the knowledge of the une gieat Book which tells us of God the Father aad
His Son Jesus, and whicl makes the fuolish and the sinful wise and good.
He liked, above all things, the story of Jesus Christ. e knew all about
Hum as the hittle Babe of Bethleln, the wonderful Boy of Nazareth, the
Teachersent from God who wentabout continually doing goud,and the Man of
Surrows that hung upon the bitter cross ; but be luved a}iso tv think of Him




