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muddle. It would enable him too to detect the earlvr
danger signais wvhich are so plainlv apparent in the
rnajority of cases of dernentia, prSecox. I should flot
care to say that stucli knowledge w'udabsolutely en-
able one to headl off threatening trouble but we are not
jnistified in sa::ig that such a resuit: righit not
occasioiîally be attained. fI is quite certain at 'keast that
miiv o'f the acute exacerbations of (lisease i suchi cases
rnight be averteci if physicians could cive intelligent
warnings to the friends. We realize this w'hen we se
how simple a nmatter it is to precipitate such attacks in
these weaklings, and, low easily they inay be steered
clear of by those wvho understand the dangers and re-
lieve the threatened ones of the strain that is iniposed.

Take the subj ect of education aione. BIow utterly
absurd it is to subject the developing demientia pr.-ecox
patient to a strain imposeci by our. "ail individuals
equal" nîethod. Whien 1 think of the rnany tragIedies
precipitatecl iy just such nmethods I amn arnply justified
in asking the ohIysician to, know bis (lementia proecox
as well as bis typhoid; it is just as important. I do not
suppose that you will becoie full fledged psychiatrists,
but fiiere is no reason whyv the average practitionerý
should. tot hiave an intelligrent conception of Psychiatry,
assunîing that it is sirnply a branch of general niedi-
cine, and hoe should at least have a fund of knowledge-
that wvould enable hini to select those cases îvhichi
slîould at once be placed under efficient treatient, as
w'ell as to cive a reasonable plognosis to thie friendIs.

I do not think thiat many cases wvilI be efflciently
treated outsicle of institutions , but I insist th-at it is th-
duity of the physicians of Canada to unite in demand-
ing that flhc Governnîent provide institutions wvhere the
really l1opeful cases inay receive the benefit of proper
treatuient ini the earliest phases of mental disease, and
that every facility be afiorded the phiysic;,i, in every
day practice, to hiave his patient placed in such hos-
pitals. Not only that, it is the righit of the people that
flheir physicians should hiave opportunity to acquire in-


