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give rise to " macus ruls " or a I Fine crepitus,"
lie is aptly able to distinguish the one from the
other ; technical words, some of them difficult of
pronunciation, get familiar to him, -in fine hiý fa-
culty of observation is being educated, and I know
of no faculty more worthy of beig taught, or more
necessary to the physician. If properly culitivated
during your studeut's career, it will render the
diagnosis of cases comparatively easy to you, when
thrown entirely upon your own responsibility. _By
elosely following the Hospital wards froin the com-
menceient of your pupilage, this faculty will be
constantly brouglit into play ; it will thus expand,
and, to the keen observer, with one half the trouble,
signs and syni toms. which may have -scaped the at-
tention of those in whomn observation is dormant, will
be brouglit to the surface, and receive due attention.

Hospital attendance is every year assuning imore
importance in the eyes of those best qualified to
judge, and I hope the day is not far distant, when
the amoiunt of it whieh is ut present required by the
lIaw of Canada, viz., one year will at least be doubled.
Two years practical illutration of the doctrine in-
calcated in the lecture room is not more than enough,
and in after life will be well apprcciated by ail who
take it. In fact, gentlemen, when I Iook about
me, and see the course of those wlo attended lectures
with me, I am struck with the fact, that those who
have been most successful are those who upon every
possible oppo:tunity were at the bedside, examining,
watching aud recording cazes. If I could urge no
higher motive than that pecuniary and professional
success was the sure reward of the close hospital
student, I would still press you to it. But there is
a nobler motive still, and when I mention it I am
sure it will find a response in every breast. You
accept-a high and holy trust, when the parchment,
which certifies your qualification to practice the,
heling art, is placed in your possession. For the
proper fulfilient of this trust you will one day have
to give an account. It is therefore your duty to
your fellow men to prepare in every possible way, so
that when called to practice your profession, you may
be able to bring toyour aid every possible element of
success. I know of noue more likely to come to yOur
assistance, when you first commence practice, and
lack that which will alone give you confidence-ex-
perience-than the hours and days you have passed
in Hospital attendance. At the very commencement
then of your student's career I would advise your
commencing " to walk " the Hospital. Not in the
too literal application of some students, who walk
the wards without ever makir:g an attempt to listen

to the clinical remarks, passing their timue in frivo-
lous amusement, but with an honest determination
to avail yourself of every opportunity to inerease
your store of practical knowledge. If you do this,
gentieicn, I have no fear of the result, when you
commence practice, and are thrown upon your owa
responsibility. No matter how sudien or how great
the emergency, which m:1y ccll fbr instant action,
you will be found prepared, and will never cease tu
be thankful for the long and close attention you gave
to the Hospital wards. I cannot leave this subject,
of Hospital attendance, without a word or two with
regard to a complaint, which was becomingccou,
even while I wyas a student. I allude to the com-
paratively small number of clinical teachers, wheni
compared to the number of students, at the 1-lospital
atrended principally by the English speaking stu-
deuts. Only two Physiciaus attend at one time, and
as the numiber of students is se.don much und2r one
hundred, even if equaiy divided, it would give about
fifty cach. I necd hardly express ny opinion that
this numaber is a half more than any one mau ca
do justice to, and that when stulents coiplain that
from the umbers crowding around the bed they atre
deprived of mtuch information, whbieh they might
otherwise o btain, there is reason in their murmuring.
I have good reasons to know that this fact is well
known aJ appreciated by a number of the influential
goverioirs Of that institution, and I much mistake
the spirit of those men, and of the age in which we
live, if the system, whieh has so long prevailed ia
that institution, and which has prevented à fair re-
presentation of the general outside profession upon
its staff, and a thorough utilization of its iaterial
for the purposes of Clinical teaching, is not fast
drawing 'te a close.

Ilaving said so much with reference to the pro-
fession of 3edicine as it concerns ourselves, I desire,
before closing, to say a few words with regard to its
proper funetion in society. At a time like the pre-
sent, whicli by all is aeknowledged to be one of rapid
transition, and when everything is investigated witlh
the keenest scrutiny, the question is often asked, and
but seldom answered, whether the medical profes-
sion, as a whole, really does performî what it professes ;
whether it lowers the rate of mortality, diminishes the
total amouat of sickness, and fhv>rs the growth of a
robust and healthy population. Even in ancient
times this question occupied the attention of some
of the wisest men of that period, who came to a con-
clusion, which I think we will hardly admit was sa-
tisfactory. They asserted that one office of the
state was to ensure that all members of the com-


