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Ÿith th graduaI tprogrcss eoci vilisation, v the slow but sure

evolutioiyof socioey the work of the wonan physician nust unfio and

brodeik to an etent undreamed ow At the pesent time her pro-
fession uie a o o rn childr bi tie re
already indicat on of cv der lds o abor. To the del icate manipula-
tionsof laboratory research'hein brin( uc deft and skilful tingers

t at an's awkvard hands seem like the lappers of a éal in conpari-
son. Centuries of fine needleworCrocheting, and embroidery, bave

prepared those lin gers for sctioncutting, stainin , and the innuinerable
synthetical and analytical processess necessitated by odern methodof
scientific research. She rings also to science the intuitive wit, the swift
magination, the deductive ethod of plilosophy hich, 3ucklle so
auded in is 'esy on 'The Influene of Women on .the Progress of
K nowledge." This write- gives bi'sreasons for aflirming that women are
niore deductive than mon :' "First, because they are quicker than men.
Secondly, because, being more emotional and enthusiastic, tbey live in a
nore ideal world, and therefore prefer a method of inquiry which pro-
ceeds from ideas to facts ;eaving to men the opposite method of pro-.
ceeding from facts to ideas." le goes on to say that " women have
rendered great though unconscious service to science by encouraging and
keeping alive this habit of deductive thought, and that if it were not

done for tbem, scientific men would be much toi inductive, and the

1rogress of our knowledge would be hindered."
But this service to science rendered by women is now no longer

unconscious, as Buckle described it at the time he wrote this essay, over
forty years ago. It is a fully conscious service, as is evidenced by the
yery creditable work of women at the present time in nany branches of
science. There is a a real place for the women who graduate as doctors,
but do not care to practice the art of medicine, in our laboratories, for
pathology, chemistry, physiology, psychophysics, and the like, and phy-
sicians of both sexes are fast beginning to appreciate the peculiar fitness
-of women for work of this kind.

And this is not by any means the whole domain over which the woman
physician may yet come to rule. There is a particularly feminine
quality which will ultimately serve her in still another important sphere
of activity. All these centuries of domestie occupation, before women
entered upon her commercial and professional career, have bred in her
an instinctive love of clear 1 ness and beauty. As, a physician she does
not lose that innate sense of orderliness, neatness, cleanliness, nor does


