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believing in them, nor does any doubt affect them whichi wçould flot
equally affect our ser'sations, respecting -which we cannot admit
doubt. If, then, vie could be sure in eachi case of having eoinmuni-
cated to us the sensations experienced hy fellow-rnen and nothing
more, the sources of error 'would bc lirnited indeed, and wve might
place an almost implicit reliance upon testimony. Why, then, do vie
not do so ? WbVly do we believe nt ail if not to the fullest extent ?
What are the principles wbichi should reasonably guide us on the
subjeet, since universal scepticism would bc maniflest folly an-d wouldI
stop vIl the pursuits of life, an-d to Ibelieve or reject according to
monlentary faîicy would be quite as ainjustifiable ? Soi-ne tell us zhat
vie believe in testinaony by instinct, and learn to rnodify and regulate
our belief by experience. I cannot think the use of the terni instinct
proper in sncbi a conaiection, but it seenas to be truc that our first ten-
dency is to believe testimony an-d not h'ss so that experience wisely
usqed regulates without destroying this belief. The primary and
naturai purpose of language is to communicate our states of' mid to
others, mnaking known our viants and desires, our hopes and fears, and
as it viere trausferring to thiem our sensations anad tboughts, eith.-r

throughi syanpathy or as affording reasons for their actin- according
to our wishes. Where there is nao strong purpose to, the contrary,
vie speak truthi naturally, and because our ovin viords are intended
to, eonvey our perceptions, feelings and desires, and ive ail hear
from othiers a great deal more truth thati falsehood vie are as natu-
rally disposed to believe : but because where there is no moral
control in the mind, selfishness would dispose to faisehood, and
vie ail find ourselves occasionally deceivcd ; a certain amount of
distrust is gradUally created by observation of what passes around
us. fhere are also othcr sources of difficulty: testimony ordina-
rily communicates, not single sensations or definite clusters of
theni, ultich would leave littie roomn for doubt or confusion in
the mnd, of the 'witness, but series of successive events which viere
hastily viewed from anc point of view and which would be rendered
obscure either by his indifférence or his agitation of nmmd; frequeaatiy
too suflicient time has elapsed ta admit of a partial fading of the.
eveuts from. the memory, whilst in nn attempt to, recail t hemn, suppos.
ing no intention to, deceive, desire and emotion would modify the
resuit, giving colour to, the narration. We may easily observe in our
own ininds the différence there ie in clearness of revival between a,
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