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ence between thie new and old editions of the advanced text as tajustify a teacher in (iscarding thle latter 'where in use. The newedition qimply omitted elemeutary matter now provided for in thejunior class-book, and brought statistics of population &c., downto the prasent time. The, matter of binding would raceiva ilis
attention.

in regard to the new text in Englishi Grammar, it was claimedby the Superîntendent that many of the schools were sufferingfrom the persistent reluctance of teachers to use McCabe's work.As for him-salf hae did not place se low a value on the latter as didsnany, though he admitted its defects. After five years trial liedeemad it inaxpedient to resist the general pressura for some-thing more modern. Froni the general drift of testimony raceivedha believed the new text would prove a serviceabla one. In rephy
to a question of Mr. Fraser's, it was explained that Eaton's'*Practical Mathematies" was a single text, embracing the funda-mental principles of trigonomatry, survaying, navigation, &.intended te replace four text books costing ln the aggregate $4.25.Thoughi a dollar mighit seeni a highi price for a book of its size, itshould ha remembered that its sale would ba very limited, as itwas adapted for the use of advanced pupils only. Othier toxt bookswere referred te inceidentally, and at the close of the exaniination,Mfr. Fraser waa asked if hae wishied to press that part of his resolu-tion raferring te the issue of circulars to teachers. lu raply theHon. ruember stated that ha did flot, as "Ithe axplanations givenhiad bean sufficient te satisfy bum." and the Council of Public In-istruction would, ne doubt, deal with the iubject.

On the general subject of text books the Committea would
report:

(1.) That the Council cf Public Instruction ha requestad tetake into censideration the prepriety of previding at the earliest
ý racticable pariod a single Serias of Readers for the Schools of thea

(2.) That, while net dispesed to complain of the style and price1of the text-books in general, they would direct the attention of theC. P. I. te the importance of saeing that the books are furnislied atthe lowest possible price, and that they are printed and bound insncb a manner as te maka their use as inexpensive as possible to
parents.

(3.) That the educational authoritias ha urged te increasedeffort te check the evil ef teachers insisting on pupilq being pro-tvidad with text-hooks far in advanca of their capacities, and toçpromete as far as possible a healthful systeni cf oral instructifin fort
the junier pupils.i

B. Amendinent of the aw in rekasion to Secetional Assessment.
On this subject several petitions were befora the Committea:-
(I.) Oua from Mr. Elîs and other inhabitants of Kings County,(praying for amendments whicb, in the opinion cf the Committea,t

wotuld seriously prajudice the efficient oeration cf the School law.t(2.) One froni inhabitants of Urbania School Section, Eîistliants, praying that the law ha so amendad as te provida that ailareaf and peronal proparty within a section be taxed for the benefittof the Sceols of that Section, irrespactive of the residence cf thes
owner.r

The Committea beg te report that in their opinion the changeLasked for in this patition is a desirable eue, provided that thealagislation ba se guarded as te except ail descriptions ef preperty(
which cannot impose Educational burdens on the Section ini which 1fit is situated, and which, therefore, may fairly ha taxed whare the1
owner resides.e

(à.) Oua from the Trustees cf the Beadford School Section, pray- ting for a special Act anabling them .te assess for sdhool purpeses1the preperty cf non-residents.8
The Cemmittea having already axpressed an opinion in favor cf4the principle involved in this petition are nevartheless unabla tereport in favor cf the spacial act prayed for. While admittingathat the delegatas who appeared in behaif of the Bedford Section tmadaeout a strong casa, the Committea deem it unwisa to antici- ipate the general legishation on the s'ibject which it la expectad wilhha phaced on the Statute-hook at an early date.S
(4.) The -Editcat joîiai aimis of the French people of -Nove Scotia.
This subject was hrouglht before the Conîmittea by Mr. Ilobichau,fM. P. P. The Comumiltea beg tu report that they wera xnuch in-Spressed with rapresentations made and the statistics presented, andthat they are cf the opinion that the dlaim cf our Acadian people&

should he serieusly considered whenever the question cf AcademicOrants shahl engage the attention cf the lagishature.
Ai cf which is respectfulîy suhmitted.A
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t(
AN ACT TO SECIJRE BETTER ATTENDANCE AT a]

PUBLIC SCITOOLS. fr
(Passed April l9th, 1883.)

B3e cnactad by *the Governor, Council, and Assembly, asfcllews r-

1
1. It shial be the duty of the Chairman of each Annual School

7Meeting, hield under the provisions of Clhapter 32, Revised
3Statutes, 4th Series, to cali niion the qualified voters present atisuch meeting to vote yea or nay on the resolution emibraced in

Schiedutle A.
2. Wheoever two-thirds of the qualifie-1 voters present shall1have voted in favor of the resoluition embraced in Schiedule afore-

,said, it shial be the duty of Trustees of Schools to ascertain through.>their Secretary, or other person or l)ersons appointed for that; pur-
pos5e, before the first day of Noveînber following the School Meeting,the naines and ages of ail children residing in the Section, be-tween the ages of seven an(l twelve inclusive, and the naines of theirparents or guardians, and to preserve carefully-prepared lists of
the saine.

3. To ascertain as soon as possible after the first of June nextensuing, how many of the children enmbracedi in the foreg.uing listhave not beau at sehool for cigkty fuill days during the tlhen current
sc7iool year, an~i to notiry the parents or guardians of stich children
of the'exact nuniber of (lays' attendance mnade b y their children,
from, the first of Noveniber until the first of June.

4. To ascertain as soon as possible after the close of the school
year how many of the children of the section have flot been atschool. during the School. Year for tho period of eîq/îtv f ull days,
and to impose upon the parents or guardians of s»uchi children afine of Two Dollars for each child who lias attended school no por-tion of the yaar, and pro irata in tlhe case of ezich child who bias
attended school, but bas not; reached the period of eij1èy 111l days.

5. Sncb fines shahl be collected in connection with the sectional.
scliool. rates of the followinig year, and as a part thereof.6. The rate-payers present at the annual School Meeting are
emipowered by this Act to maka provision to conipensate the
trustees for the dlichlarge of the duties imposed by thi8 Cliapter.

7. In impsig fines for failiure to attend the required minimum
period of =i/zyfull days, Trustees shaîl exempt sucli parents or
guardians as can show that their children are being properly adu-
cated otherwise than in the public school, or whose children are,by reason of delicate het!thi, or being distant over two miles froni
a school, or otlier sufficient causes, prevented from; attenidance.

8. Parents or guardians fined under the Iprovisions of this
chapter, can appeal within ten days f romi the irnposing of said fine
to any Police Magistrate or Stipendiary Magistrate rasiding in the
Section, or in the absence of such officer, to any acting Justice of
the Peace, who may remit or modify the fine af ter hearing evidence
in such case.

9. It shial be the duty of the Mayor of the City of Halifax tesubmit annually, on or before the first day of October, to the City
Council, the resolution embraced ia Scliadule A, witli the substitu-
tion of the words "lthe City of Hlifax," for the words "lthis Sec-
tion," as found in said Schedule.

10. Whenever the resolution. aforesaid shall have raceived the
assent of a majority of the inembers of the City Council voting
thereon, the Commissioners of Schools, on receiving dlue notice of
such action of the City Cotincil, qlhah and are herehy 1tequired to
perforni, in respect to the City of Halifax, all the duties assigned
by sections, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of this Act to Trustees of Schooîs, in
regard to their respective School, Sections, and to report to the
City Council as soon after the first of November as possible, al
fines imposed by thîem. under provisions of section 4.

Il. It "shall he the duty of the Wardan, or Presiding Officer, of
ench Town in the Province having special Municipal incorporation,
te submit aunually, on or before the first day of October, to the
Town Council, the resolution embraced in Schedule A, with thesubstitution of the word IlTown" for '1 Section," as found in said
Scliedule.

12. Whenever the resolution aforesaid shahl have received the
issent of a majority of the members of the Town Council voti 1,thereon, the Town Council shall and are lieraby required to perforni
in respect to the Municipality, the daties assigned' by sections 2, 3,4, 5, 6 and 7 to Trustees of Schools, lu regard te their respective
Sections.

13. Sections 4 aud 6 of this Act shahl be talien as applicable te
the City of Hlalifax and Inrorporated Towns, as well as to ordinary
School Sections.

14. This Act may be cited as the IlAct to securo Better Attend-
ance at Public Schools."

SCIIEDULE A.
Resolved, That the provisions of Chapter entitled:

An Act to secure Better Attendanca at l>ubhir Schol1s, shall bc
nade operative in this section.

SCIIEDULE 1B.
ro any of the Constabieg of 8aid (7ounty:

We command you te surumon A. B., of .... County, to appear
before me at ....... on the ..day of .... at .. o'clock in the

.....noon, te answer to the char ge of liaving failed to cause B. C.
o attend School, es provided by t ha Act to secure Better Attend-
.nce at Public Schools.,1
llereof fait net, and make due return hereýf, within ten days

fromi the date hereof.
Dated at...this ..day of.....A. D., 188

E. F.,: Tiru8tees.


