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itcss, wh1ile it states the enigin of this mon-
s!taus deltîsion, and the character of its feund-
ci', atl'or<1s a good specîxaca of the manner in
whidi Mr. Biarthî condenises bis mnaterials.

IAt the city of Mecca, i Arabia, near the
shores of' tlic ]Xed Sen, %vas bora, ii the year
570, thec manil io ivas ta become a more ter-
rible scourge te the degenciate Cburchi of
Christ tlîai aiiy of it.s fliner persecutors.
Every foriner persecuition liad wvroughit more
good thais !armn te the cause of Cliristiaiîity,
as wvas evident from flhc resuit; but the vio-
lent overspýIreadinig of MNoliaminedanisni %vas
evidently a jmnîishiment fromi the just judg-
ment of Ged ; for thec calis te repentance andi
referînation wlîicli Ged liereby nddressed te
the Christin Cliurcli were net attemîded te.

"Mohiaxmed wras originally a, merchant,1
w'ho travelled te neiglibouriîîg ceuntries fuîr
tlic purpose cf' traffic, and tlîus became ne-
quahîted %rith the religions peculiarities of'
Jews aud Christians. Being of a nation de-
scendcd f'rom Ishinaei, the son of Abraham,
lie eisily f'ound, both. iii Judaism and Chiris-

minfyiany materials for lus oNwn new doc-

Ged, se Moliammined %vas bis greatest pro-
pliet, greater thau Moses and Christ; that
i.rery tlîing whlîih ceaies te pass is fore np-
pcinted by an inevitable fate, that, after deatlî,
gond is rewarded aîîd evil punished. Fre-
quent prayer, at certalin fixed heurs, benefi-
cence te tie pear, circumncision, fastîng, pi1 -
grimages te 'Mecca, and abstinence frein
Nvine, are tise chief rides of bis religion. Ou
the other biand, lie allowcd polygamy, mnade
divorce easy, anI represented the future state
as a perpetual eujeymeut of sensual plensures;
lience, it hs net surprising that lie found se
many fellowers. Ius the fertietb year cf is
age, af'tcr lîaving ceaie fariward with the as-
sertien that the angel Gabriel liad appeared te
hiiisi, aud had recallcd il tlîis f0, hiai, lie
gaiuied over a miamber cf bis rountrymen,

b'.slie conftirined in the persuasion thmst bis
,octrine was fri God, by relating te theni
mnany pretended miracles of' his own, ard hy
appearing to ivork etiiers eqîîally pretended.
Nevertiielei lie nuet îvith muech opposition,
and being expelled frein 31ecca, in tlie year
633, lie fled te M-\edimîn. Frein this peried
the 'Moluanîmedans date thecir cma, ihich
tbiey cali the Ilhgira, that is "Ic h flight of
the prephet." At Meiithe number of
lus followvers se iiîcreased tliaf, iii 630, hie led
10,000 mcin te lMei-c, anîd tank the city;
after whichi lie requircd ail k-iagsr and emper-
ors, by s1îecial emlbssies wliichlie senit te
theun, to acknewlIedge lin as thc apestie nnd
prapiet cf' Ged, and reselved te pr(ipagate bis
religien by the swerd. But, hefore lic cÀuld
proeced any fartdier, lie (lied, at the age of
63, in the vcar 632.

Af'ter bis dcatb, bis doctrines weme collec-
ed inte a velume vrhich le callcd Korami (or,
The Reading), and which la regarded hy hiý,
follovers as tlueir sacreil code. It is full oîf
himprobable and feolili tales, mixed up witli
some particulars taken freai the Bible, pria.
cipmlly relating te the Putriarclîs. Bis suc-
cessers the Caliphs, ceîîquercd in a few years
ail Symia, Palestine, Persia, Mesopetarnia,
Egy,1pt, and Asia Mmcmr. 'Whevem resisted
thein iras put te the swemd; temples nd
cihies ivere destroycd, anîd Melîammcd's doc-
trine irnposcd on the oppressed inliabitantýs."
Page 78-80.

IlFearful -svas the busvec wuhich tue Chris.
tian churcli sufféred i the course of tlîis ccxi-
tury. lundreds ef thesusands of Christimis
werc siain ia the barbarous confliet, thons.
ands cf tlîeir churches wvere laid in muins, and
large numbers of themn yieldcd te, tue imapos-
turc cf the false prephet, tbmough fear of the
Arabian sword." Page 81.
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This is a smail part of a very long title te

a very excellent Volume. As it is a womk
cf reference and consultation, and net of con-
secutive readiîîg, our messders -%vili net expert
us te bave actually perused the niany thous-
and articles if contains; but we bave rend
nîany of tluem with much interest, have fre-
quenitly cousulted the volume, and can bear
our testimony te, the fa-ithful and aîble mannier
ini wlîich tise jiformation on the impor-tant
aîîd multifisrious objects it embraces is cellect-
cd and dctailed. In order te secuire imparti-
ality cf statement, Ilwbcrc it iras practicable
sorme leading mari of the principal sects bas
been cmployed te prepare the articles relating
te it; and wlueme it bas net been, the matter
bas been drawn from some one or more pro-
minent irriter cf the denomination, of ac-
knowlcdged autlîority." The wholc is de-
signed for a conîplete bock of reference on
ALiL religiotis subjccts, aîid is wpel omlculated
te anisiver tliat design. WeVknoir iot wlere,
iiiftic same compass, so large a mxass cf valu-
able miatter cauî bc fosiad. The execution ai-
togetuser le highly creditable to the Ainerican
îurest


