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ciple must merge them w'ith one of tho esisting partie. They tire not
sîrong cnough, and Mieîn the first burist of excitement is over, thicy ivili
net; 6e important enouagh te form a c4pparate pnrty of thieniselves. The
very sensation which they have been enablcd to crente lias been oYng to
tIbe accident of their position. The importance of a man's acts is oftener
the resuit of the opportanities hie enjoys than of any particular qtîalities of
mind or body duit lie possesses. w l 1 They are
strong enouglî to be powerful auxilinries ta any party, but flot strengr
eneaghi te remain a separate pnrty of thce1elr,. To rem«iin together es
a party at ail, they must have a clear, defined, practicai object in vian' ;
and this they wili only attain by embracing vithiouî reserve the prineiples
of the Dissenters-the niost important one tlîcy have adopted-but they
must eventually go fartier, or Iliay have aireacly gone tee thr. On ivhat
ground have they qîiîittd the Establishment? bernuse, nccording te flie
intarpretation of the law, it vras unehiristiani. But if that be their opinion,
cia they stop therec? â1utt they flot cro on ta say, dent ivhat is se obnox-
ious must ha grot rid of? Such is the view îvhich plain, practicai in
mnust feel flîat the framers of the Free Church are shat up te. This
indeed is their only justification for the course they have already adopted-
ihe oniy practical resuit they can hiope froin it-oherwise it miust appear
that, as regards the Establistiment. they hiave inflicted very gross and
wvanton raischief, %viiîhoat holding out any publie advanIage to ha gained
by thecir emphiatic condennaron of that thc hey are flot uniilling I0
perpetuate.

~V are looking boyonl flic preFent moment. We believe the changes
we rinticipate will ha broualht on by the slow bat sure progreass of avent,
and not at flia biddir.gr or design of any set of mnen. If is diffieait for the
parties we are speaking of to sec their position ail at once. 'J'lie smnoke
and dust of the engagement have îîot yet clenred nway, and it %vill talza
soe lime before thçîy can discrimninate between enemies and allies. But
,we feel no doubt whalever ais tu the trnth eveiitunlly of what vve are pre-
(iietin-thIat those who hTt'. l-ately left the E-ia hlish ment riiust ere -longr
nvotv îhemselves w'ishers for ifs aoniîl nd tient tley ivili 1e drivan Io
this, riot by a regard te thecir prineiples alone-not Io preserve their con-
sistancy or their ehanracter offly-l.-ut te preserve their very nama and
existence as the Frc esbtr Church. They haTe othervrise no
principle cithier of union or darabifly, nnd unsupported aithar by sympathy
or opinion, they xvill diwindie inio nothingness long hefore the prasent
gemeration lias passed away.

Notwithstanding, hotvever, the union w'hich we have predicted, the ac-
cession of strength thereby given Ie the dissenfing bodies, and the blow
-which hias lately been deait at the Church, ive are far from snyingy that
arny immediate or natural change could bc e\pcted or apprehendcd frein
thase events, important rs they may ha. Viewved by thamselvas, 'hcre
is nothing in thera to disturb the happy draams of iiose w'ho repose con-
tentedly and with good reason on flie love which our ceuntrvînen have foi'
thie institutions îvhich are estnblislied by laiv, and the unwihhlingness îvith.
whicli they consent te any great or reveolutionary chanD.ge. Our cnndidI
opinion is, that the Chureh Establishmient cf Scotland is yat far too stroag
for ail the assailants thnt cen bo brouglht against lier.

-But we takae these evants in conjanetien ivith what is passing alsetvhere,
and in that viaîv there is ample foad for very serious contemplation. The
avent 'ivhich lias takzen place among us is oniy an indication of a far nie
gaeneral meve thiat is goingy on busily in flic religioas %vorld. The first
hIow at «Estublislimcnts lias been struck in Scotland, and tie =.und lias
beacn inflicted from iihin. The Puseyites in England have been Jes


