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polygamy was passed. This being found insufiicient to accomplish the
end in view, in 1874 the Poland bill was put-upon the statute-book ; but
the theocracy enthroned and supreme in Utah were able to nullify this law
also. Bat finally, in 1882, the Edmunds law was enacted, which, with
various decisions of the Supreme Court to_establish and define it, as well
as certain amendments since made, with such eminent judges as Zane and
such prosecuting attorneys as Dickson to enforce it, has accomplished the
herculean task. The entire polygamous fraternity was disfranchised, by
the hundred the many-wived were clapped into prison, with heavy fines
imposed, while a larger number fled and lived for years in concealment to
avoid such evils. All which was a surprise at first, but presently sore
disappointment deepened into dismay.

As for the leaders, for a long period they were stout-hearted, full of
bluster and defiance, while they called loudly on the brethren to stand
firm for ° conscierce’ and ‘‘ religion,” promising that in due season
victory and peace would come to *‘ Zion,” while their enemies would be
brought to confusion. At length, however, even the most deluded and
determined began to sce that no hope remained of being able successfully
to resist the will of the nation. Brought to bay, though not in the least
to repentance, in October of 1890 *‘ president” Woodruff, the head of the
church, uttered a piercing cry for quarter in the shape of a manifesto, or
¢¢ revelation,” alleged to have been received from the skies, suspending
indefinitely the practice and teaching of polygamy on account of the evil
times on which the church had fallen. But much more, and decisively,
in December of 1891 the officials of the Mormon church united in a
petition for amnesty for past offences, conpled with solemn pledges that
never more will they withstand the law. After waiting a full year the
boon thus humbly sought has wisely been conferred. | Thus, ezit polygamy

as a public question, a national menace, and source of continual disturbance
and disgust.

Thus far I have spoken only of what the law has done working through
the President, Congress and the courts, as though it was by such weapons
alone that the great battle had been fought and the victory had been won ;
but at least two other forces have heen at work, and most efficiently,
throughout the entire period of struggle, without which the consummation
over which we rejoice could scarcely have been secured, at least its advent,
wonld have been indefinitely postponed. The first is quite material in
character. My reference is to the discovery in 1863 of rich mines of
silver in Utah, and by the soldiers from California, who the year before
had been sent to Salt Lake to keep the ¢ saints” within bounds. This
for the first time introduced into the territory a large population ready te
bid defiance to Brigham and his practices, and able to keep the nation
well informcd of what was said and donc in the Great Basin.  With these
‘¢ Gentiles” the newspaper also made its advent, and when the story of
the downfall of polygamy is written, most honorable mention will be made




