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polygamy ivas passed. Tlhis being found insufficient to accoinplishi the
end in view, in 1874 the Poland bill %vas putuipon the statute-book; but
the thicocracýty enthroned and suprerne in Utali wec able to nullify this Iawv
also. But finally, in 1882, thec Edmnunds law was enacted, whieh, witl.
various decisions of tlie Supreme Court to establish and define it, as wcll
as certain amendmients since iade, -%vith snicb emincut judges as Zane and
such prosecuting attorneys as flicison to enforce it, lias accomplished the
lierculean task. The entire polygamious fraternity -was disfranchiscd, by
the hundred thie inaniy--wivcd wcvre clapped into prison, with lieavy fines
iunposed, -%viile a larger nuunber lied and lived for ycars in conceahuent to
avoid suehi evils. Ail wli vas a surprise at flrst, but prcsently sore
disappointmnent deepened into disînay.

As for thec Ieadcrs, for a longr period they were stout-lIearted, full of
bluster and deflance, whie they called loudly on the bretliren to stand
firmn for " conscience" and " religion," proinisingr that in due season
v'ictory and peace -%vould corne to " Zion," wvhiie thecir eneniies would bc
brouglit to confusion. At lcngyth, liowever, even the înost deluded and
determined began to sec tl.iat no liope rcrnained of being able sucessfully
to resist thie ivill of the nation. ]3rouglit to bay, though not iu the least
to repentance, in October of 1890 "«presidenV' \Voodruff, the head of the
ehjurcli, uttered a piercing cry for quarter in the shape of a manifesto, or
4 trce'lation, " allcgcd to ]lave been receivcd fron thec skies> suspending
indeflnitely the practice and teachiing of polygauny on accounit of the cvii
tiuncs on %vhichl the cliurchi had fallen. But inucli More, and deeisively,
in ])ccniber of 1891 tlie officiais of the Mormon clîurch. united in a
petition !or amnesty for past offences, couplcd witli solemu plcdges th t
never More wili lîey witlistaind tlie law. MXter ~viiga fullyear the
boon thus humnbly souglit lias -wisely been conferrcd.< Thus, exit polygamuly
as a public question, a national menace, and source of continuai disturbancG
and disgust.

Tiîus far I ]lave spoken only of wist the law lias donc working throughî
thîe ]irsidcnit, C<mgessl and the courts, as t1loughî it was by suchi weapous
ahone tluat the great battie liad been foughit and the victory hiad been wvon ;
but at heast two otler forces ]lav'e lieen at work, aud Most efflciently,
througliout tule entire period cf strugghle, withîout vhichi the consaiînnation
over 'wlichî we rejoice could scarcely have been secured, at least its adv-ent,
wouhd have beeni indefinitely postponed. The first is quite niaterial, in
cliaracter. Mfy reference is to thie discoverv in 1803 of rich mines of
silver in Utali, and by tlic soldiers froin California, whio thic year before
lîad been sent to Sait Lake to kecep tuie <'«saints"1 -witlîin bounds. Tlhis
for thie flrst finie introduced into the territory a large population ready te

bid defianc g to n ]3ihan d is practices, and able to -cep thic io

wehi infornied of whîiat wvas saidzsud donc iu tlie Great. Basin. Witli fliceo
'<Geutlles"e' lcewspaper also mnade its advent, aud wlien thie story oï
the downfall of poiygaiuy is Nvrittcn, inost honorable mention %vil] bc inaile


