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bitter rup of want and wi*etchedness, a strango and
lennol iing siglit it was4 to sce these two, between wliom
ln the eyes of the world she was an impassablo
barrier, deprivlng- tbemselves of comfG.VLq and p'icas-
tires tbat thoy miglit support and caru for lier duringc
ber ruiserable existence. Certtalnly it ivas the crown-
ing, aet of human benevolence 1

But the grandest resuit of this union iras the de'
Ivelopment of that dormant genius, whieh till now had
elumbered, unconselous that ere long it should cbtarm
the world. She was now thirLy-seven years old and
thoroughly ignorant of ber power as a novelist, but
Lewis keen and discerning, cauglit gleams of that
great spirit as around their fireside she related
scenes fromn lier carly lite. At the suggcestion of lier
affectionate husband and supported hy his constant
encouragement, she dipped lier peu deeply iuto the
fonntain of huinan joys and tears and presen' .d the
ivorld witb ber first intellectual. birth, IlScenes from
Clerical life.» For a first attempt lier .iuccess Nvas
tinparalleled and clearly annouced the advent of a
new and mighty power union- novelists. This was
tonfirmed when ln tie followingr year 'lAdami Bede"»
flrmly establislied the position of the author aud mni-
inortalised the naine of George Eliot. Thea one by
-one with the passing years suie laid upon the altar of
the world lier many acceptable gifts, amongy which
"1Middemarcî' "lias received tribute, as lier muaster
Wvork. The applause that followed lier appearance as
ai noveiist was Ioud and continued, and aniongst tlîat
inigchty tlirong were recognised the pleasing, voices of
fliekeus anid Trhackeray enthusiastie in lier praises.

Not simply as an interesting story-teller did George
Eliot discover the liecret of success, nor did she find
It.in amusing, lier readers with. man's inconsisteucies
and absurdities, nor yet agala by ridiculingc bis fauits
tind follies. Hers iras a higher mission, for sue
pierced down deepljy to the very source of human
,actions and successfully unveiled the motives that
artuate men in their bebavinur. 'Tis. this that
Ydistinguishes lier froin other novelists; for whist
Scott, Brontèà and a few others may occasiouailly
ýerform, this diity, yet with George Eliot it la the
,end slîe bias in-vlew, to whicli ah. things eisc are sub-
servient. She thus uses fiction as a vehiele for a
grand purpose and that purpose is to teach us to
know huinan nature, to analyse motive, and tlums
truiy tohlnow ourselves,

Ber ebaructers are neither God-like nor Satanlo,
but eartlily mon and women living and acting as we
find theni in daily life. Ber most successful charse'
tare beiong to village sud provincial life, wlith which
suie is more intimately acquainted aud hience more
successful in dellineattng. Clear-cut and well defined
are they sudi posessed with a personaity which stamps
theni indelibly. So real are they thut tliey become
our acquaintances and witu a more tangible existence
for us than actual historical cliaracters. But lier
greatest akili lies in lier synthesis of cliaracter, ia
that graduaI life-likie growth and development, Pihl
is constantly guing on ln eat~h of us subjectee as wo
are to the more or less mouiding influence of events
and circuznstances. In this power George Eliot)
that keenâ and sulitie studient of humau nature, lias
neyer found an equal, aud stands so far removed -
froni other novelists as to be witliout even a second.

But ânalytical mode ot' tliouglit lias left its imprees
deeply traced upon lier rlietoric, and accotints for
for botli the excellenciem sud defeets of lier remark-
able style. P'ure, pellucid, snd ornate is that styleb
but sometimes marred by a sujperabundauce of scen-
tille words and plirases. Some of lier sentences)
witli mucli propriety, have been descrlbed as mental
lundscapes. Her terse, e--*grammatie expressions
have given lier rendors such keen pleasure and de'
liglit, that tbey have passed into those popular sud
widely circuiated quotations, wbicli bave gained sncb

afinm grasp upou the Englil world.
Lawr is inexorable, was the great tesson that this

wise and salutary teaclier ever strove to impress upon
maukiad. In vain is repentance and- mental anguish,
the affect must follow the causa, thr> quality of the
barvest wilI lie as tlie seed sowing. Yet when man
did cmr noue knew better thie secret spriugs and'
causes of bis wrongy-doiug, hence 'twas with pitying
tears slie viewed bis follias and frailties, whIlst
from lier yearning beart ivent forth. sympatby deep
as the sen, and bouindless as.«c aînity.

Fa itl in liumanity was George Eliot's religion;
the love of lier falloir-man, lier inspiration and
God. 'Twas this faith that cheered sud' supported
bier wben borne down witl afluictilag. disease; 'twas
this faith tliat caused ber to forget ber natural dis.
trust of self and gave thc inspiration ia writin- lier
immortal books. Tnluy lier mission was to malte
mankind bâtter, to take the accomplisiaent of good


