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d ,u. t .,ucatxaî1, inconsi.4teît %wîth

the ex\ercise of any other î,rofeeqioîî."
Tiiese attaiîîineiîts tlîercfore arc i

the Iîighest degrc nccessnry to the
Christian Mistcr, not uîîly to quîaîlify
hin l'or disclîargîng bis ordiîîstry fuinc-
tion of tcanîg, but for stopping the
nhatith of the gnînsayer, and inceting
any discussion tlîat niay ari:se among
Chîristian interpreters, w ho tire always
ciîtitlcd to appeal from the ctimmion ver-
nucular translation, to the inspircd Au-
thor as hoe speaks in the original lan-
puage. Protestants iii their discus.sions
%vith ecd otlîcr concerning points de-
pending on critîcal construction of lan-
guagre, are frequcutly obligedl to make
tlîîs oppeal ; but far more is it required
in combating withê Roman Catholie con-
troversialists, who arc apt ta charge our
English version of the scriptures with
inaccuracy, and ta seek shlcter for their
peculiar dogmas under some gloss, or
intt.rpretation of their own. By such
appeal both parties refer ta an acknow-
lcdgcd authoritat ive standard. Farther,
it is the more necessary that sltill in the
ancient languages should hoe requiredin
ail Ministers of tle gospel ta preserve
the integrity of scripture translation.
Betwcen the years 1479 and 1820, the
scriptures have been translated into forty
two of the modern languages of Europe.
Within a later period the whole, or parts
of them, have been translated inoaforty
of the languages, or dialects, of Asin,
and into eightof the Indien languagesof
North America ;-and rclying on the

aTile-e statements must ie rccoivcd wvlth soute
limitationj In so far as they respect the liomieh
Church. 1Some iloctots of tiat communion, as-
sert that thc Vulgate or Latin translation, lu flot
oniy çuperlor t. ail ollier traoslations,but even to
the Orcek t ext lIscîf, in ihose places where they
disagice. Suri, assertions, however, do the more
conlin the generai argument for thec oeccssity ce
skia in the incient loocuages, la order to the
riglit interpretîUton cf ihe sacred scripturcu, and
the dîofence of true Christian doctrine. If fi be
alleged that there are corruption, in the textt,tbe
greater erlîleul skill la needeil for tlîeir dlscovery
and emendation.

sure preîlict*.oiis of<iod, ntelook furward
to tlic time, wlicn nil the words of tliis
Book slînll bie t çanslated ino every Imu-
guage under Ileaveîî. Now, itnmustbe
deeîuîed a ufesigiiet? arrangemenit of'tfat
%% sc Providenîce % hicli watclies ovem aîl
the intoresti, of the Clîurclî, tiîat the
origuinal languages iii wlîuclî tle inspircd
books wvere written, have acqtîircd a
permanent aîîd u niversal chîaracteŽr, from
tic circumqtatnce,tlîat thîey have so long
ceaset? ta have place among the livisig
«mi spokien laîîgîîages of the world.-
Thîeir lterature, ~i% ietlîer sacred or pro-
finie, can now undergo no change.-
W hat thîey were two thouéand years a-
go, or more, thîey arc now ; and the se-
cret? records whiclî have been liandoîl
down ta us, in the words whicls Moses,
and David, eutd Isaiahi spoke, end in which
the Apostles of aur Lord announcedthe
glad tidings af great jay, will descend
ta thie letest geiieratians unchenged and?
iînperishable. The interpreters of the
faith iii every nation will eppeel ta their
authaoritetive vaice. Every new trans-
lation will be cumpared with, and mede
froîn, the originîal, and thus the Churcli
Universel will meintain hier adherenceto
the saine form af souind words ; and the
pure light of heavenly truth will flot bie
dimmed or refracted biy its varied trans-
mission thîrough the coarse and imper-
fect veliieles of thîougitwhich prevail in
thîis mauiy-tongued earth. May we nat
infer from aIl these premises, that it is
the designofa the Head af the Church,
that those who are chosen ta, be the in-
struments af dissemineting revealed
trnth, shauîd be ecquainted with the o-
riginal languages in which it was writ-
ton, that they may know ta present a
fair capy of it to thosoe mang wbom they
labour.

Nawîif it be conceded tiîat this degree
af learning is necesâary for a Christian
Minister, and it will at leaat be univer-


