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ENGLAND IN AFRICA.*

kt is more difficuit to get a ivell-digested
accounit of the events of the last fifty
years tlian of the timoes of the Coesars or
Antoniimies. Hence the imîportance of the
service -%vlich Mrs. Latiier lias rendered
Engiish readers in lier recent bookis on
France, Russia, and Turkey, and England
in the nineteenth century. She condenses
in a sing~le volume what one can only
otherwise find in endloss files of news-
papers, magaçrezines and reviews.

Thirty yeara ago the initerior of Africa
was a vast unexplored region. It is now
nearly ail partitioned out between the
great powers of Europe. Already the
jcalousies of tlîeir respective frontiers
and spheres of influence threaten the
ponce of the world. Vie have ne reason
te be ashamed of the preponderant in-
fluence of Great Britain in this great
country. While her combined posses-
sions cover less area tlian those nominally
un 'er the contrel of France. mnuchi of the
latter is iu the great desert of Sahiara,
while in her civilizinCz and Christianizing
influence Britain surpasses ail the rest
togetiier.

Four interesting chapters are given to,
the recent history of Egypt and the
Soudan. The rccklessness of the Turkish
rulers is astonislîung. Meheinet Ali ae.
tually proposed to Lesseps to tear down
the great, pyraii of Gizehi to, iniake a
damn on the Nile. Rie pulled down the
temples of Abydos, Arsenice ani maiiy
others to build bis manufactories, and
only a %Yholesomne fear of Buropoan in-
tervention prevented- further vandaiim.

The stery of the revoit of Arabi Pasha,
is weil told. Soine hundreds of European
and native Christians wvere killed in the
husy commercial city of Alexandria, the
very boot-blackis iii the street takingy part
in the fray. The gunq of the Britisi
fleet and the forces under Colonel WVolse-
ley soon put an end to Arabi's revoit, and
a han. f ni of Britishî cavahry, makzing a
forced inarch over desert sands of one
hiundred and thirty miles in two days,
took possession of Cairo with its popul-
tion of four hundred thousand and its
gaý-ris<'n of ten thousand inen.

Dii the dock of a Nule steamner, fromn
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the lips of a British oficer who took part
in the caînpaign, we heard the story of
thxis vigorous canlpaign by sea and ]and.
It did us good to see the Royal Stafford-
sbire Regixuent holding the citadel of
Cairo, the stronghiold of the Marnelukes;
and, on the bordois of Nubia, a dapper
Englislh subaltern, with bis Soudaniese
caniel corps, iwore a guarantee of law and
order and liberty beneath the tropie.

The story of General Gordon, the
niodern B3ayard, scans peur et sans re-
proche, is like a page of ancient chivalry.
At ]Khartoum, wbichi lie bield for Egypt,
lie l)ut up boxes at the gyates to receive
petitiens from the peorle. Hie inspected
the prisons, axxd to reassure the debtors,
who dreaded dexnand for arrears of taxes,
lie burned ail the ledizers in the tax office
and made a bonfire of ail the wlîips and
instruments of torture.

The strangle fanaticisni of the Madhists,
looking for their Mosiexu Mlessiahi, took
revenge in the niurder of tîxe kingliest
min iii Africa. He could easily have es-
caped but lie refused. - Whn teek
yc ?" lie asked, gazing on the sea of
angry faces of the tierce der'ishes.

"GodonPasa,"the cred."Iaiiiho,"
ie answerel, and in a few momnents his
lifeless body wvas hurled doiwn the stone
stairs. Othier victinis of tlîe ftlacili were
Father Ohrwalder axîd twvo nuins, who
after eight years' impriscumient escaped,
riding on camnels five hundred milus ii-à
soven days.

Mrs. Latinmer traces succinctly the ho-
niign rid of the British in Egtypt. The
finances of the country are in as sounid a
condition as tîxose of any of the states cf
Europe. On aIl sides are to bo seen signs
of prosperity and content. Trade and
commerce are flourising)«; va= refomnis,
affecting thxe well-being of the Nvhole pop-
ulation, have been carried out. Seomes
of irrigation, costing $4,000,000, hiave in-
creased the aniual value of the cotton

crop$15000.00,and still greater works
are coiîtemplate(i.

The storýy cf the exploration cf IlDark-
est Africa," tlic heroismi of Livingstone
and Stanley, the missicîxary tr.uiinphs
cf IUgandiia and ICaffraria, more lieroic
than any military acîxievonients, are well
sketchied. Engiand's IlLittle Wars " ini
Abyssiiîia, Ashanti, wvith Buei-s and wvith
Lobengula are concisely and clearly told.
A British armuy cf twelve tlîousand mon
drawn frein the Bombay Presidoncy, in


