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The Presoupterian.

AN APPEAL TO OUR READERS
AND SUBSCRIBERS.

“ll‘nrg:::i December number we urged upon
®Xertin ‘3‘8 and friends the necessity of
ain r§, ‘lemselves on our behalf, and we
then, 1ew the request we then made to
bur g Oll(l} presont is the first Qu\l\ber of
Quently ( Volmne;. and this is conse-
E"’"iption Seasonable time for renewing sub-
igt, 8 anfi.obt,aining new names to the
mtensi;‘e]anhmpation of our appeal being
toff 5 fow Y responded to, we have thrown
o that waddltmnal copics of this number,
E'“bSCribee may be enabled to supply new
hear Withrs. We trust our readers will
their attxus{ in urging our claims upon
ur oy cntion, i We do  so, because of
Wian”ege anxiety to see « The Pres-
ecome a striotly self-supporting

The expense, or even a propor-
%vA“Ociat‘ » should not fall upon the Lay
lisheq ton, under whose auspices it is pub-
| e’“&n.d That Association has so many
Tany ms\ made upon it, and there are so
the ; caus of turning to a useful account
the me':“lt)ed fm'xds at its disposal, that, if
{ "0Vinen (tirs of our Church throughout the
®fite }fr O not eontnbu-te to the support
Brusteq tli.e Schemes, (which, it is earnestly
hg yea’ ey will in the course of the com-
at lea.st.r:(;? it thely duty to do), they should
With pq e :;we it from any greater liability
’ Ountg&\r to The Presbyterian, than the
of th at the respective subscrpions to
© Several members of the Assoication

0
@O:é?jesaver' We again repeat that we
Frieng Y rely upon the kindness of our

hax % and believe that theywill not re-
. sb\lt, on the contrary, increase their e}-

forts to extend the circulation of our Jour-
nal. We look back with pleasure to its
commencement. After anxious considera-
tion, it was decided to make an attempt to
occupy the fleld, which, it was believed, was
opening up before us. With some doubt,
with many fears, the first number was
issued. Orders at once flowed in, and the
second month exhibited a large list of sub-
scribers, while each successive month has
shown a slow, but gradually progressive,
increase. We are tiuly dedml::’s %mmr
should continue—we feel confident that
there is material enough to be found in
connection with our Church, to maintain
an unflagging interest amongst our readers
in the contents of our sheet; and we be-
lieve that this material can be made avail-
able. Hitherto, with the exception of a
few parties to whom we are under espe-
cial obligations for their assistance, the
whole labour has devolved upon the Com-
mittee, but this should not continue to be
the case in future. There is & rich mine
of talent lying undeveloped amongst our
brethren of the Laity ; and we solicit com-
munications from them. Again, is it too
much to expeet that cach of our Clergy-
men would prepare at least one article for
our columns annually 7 We hope not, and
we believe that it has only to be hinted to
them, to ensure their acting upon the sug-
gestion.

While then we ask their increased ex-
ertions to extend our circulation, we soli-
cit communications from the Clergymen
and Laymen of our Church; and, if these
requests are acceded to, we believe that
The Presbyterian will at once start into
greater usefulness, and will assume a posi-
tion as a Religious Journal second to none
in the Province.

SABBATH DESECRATION.

In our May number we made an extract
from the Halifaw Guardian, commenting up-
on the legalised system of Sabbath desecra-
tion, which has unhappily been so long in
force in this part of the Province. '

The evil i3 a crying one, and so wholly
repugnant to the feelings of all, who consid-
er the Sabbath to be ¢ a holy day unto the
Lord,” that our contemporary might well
e surprise at its existence. Numerous
efforts have heretofore been made to effect
some change of the law in this respect, but
hitherto without success. Asit is, however,
now generally understood that a measure
for the revision of the Judiciary system is in
progress, and will be presented to the Legis-
lature for approval in the course of the
ensuing session, the present juncture is a
most suitable one for a combined effort to
abate this outrage upon the Divine law ;
and we call upon all denominations of
Christians in Lower Canada to unite in a
respectful but firm remonstrance to the
Legislature against the perpetuation of this
practice. The doing away of sales at the
Church-doors, and the forbidding of legal
proceedings on the Lord’s day, cannet, we
conceive, in any way infringe on the rights
or offend the prejudices of any class of the
people. It may be said, that our Roman
Catholic neighbours do not view the obliga-
tions of the day in the same light as we do ;
but the laxity of their ideas on the subject
is no reason for the perpetuation of these
objectionable proceedings, nor for our silent
acquiescence in what we believe to be a
moral wrong of the deepest dye. To say
« Am 1 my brother’s keeper,” or to remain
calmly and inactively looking on without
any attempt to remove what we consider to
be a foul blot on our provincial escutcheon,



