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MODERN NECRUMANUY’L '

#. When wo cxamine the character of the cun-
rauhaticns which profess o come from the spint-
xzd, we thall find abuadaat and overwhelming
s for rejecting them,

1tz 2 eaffeiznt reason to reject them, that almost
=il with scarsely any exceptions—which hase
boed pablizhed to the world, plainty contradict the
oyt procious truths of the Bible. With a view to
frepae far this discourse, I havo looked aver a
trgp number of theso alleged communicauons.

A28t tho mass of puerilities, absurdities, stupid:-
z!p blasphemics, which would dis-

tizs, volgarities, an
£722% 20 ordinary intellect while in the budy, 1 have
-3+t P2 meet with moro than one n which the pre-
tended epirit profusses to have been saved by the
wxatment, and to bo in the presence of tho Re-
vecmer,  The book of Judge Edmonds cxplienly
wxerly, that these spiritual manifestations planly
jrov *that 44 is no viearioua atenement that 1s to
fedoim us; but that we are to work out our own

afvedon.” It denies all tho distinctive doctrines of |

s Qespel. T tho midet of theso spurits we find
¥eg in soriely very difitrent from that glonous
ceapeny whom St. Johin veprosents os castng their

~&s%rs heforo tho throno, and singing tho new song |
- %ot Lamh that hath redecmed and washed thewm |

s &t blosl. Spirits that profess to bo bappy and

Fepaeing lowands perfestion tostify that matter 18 !
Garisd 1t rean never fell 5 that bo dors not need f
LR feesting spirity that Jesus Clrist was a mero o
w38 48d 2 yeformer 5 that bo mado o atonement ; |
S B v o from tho depd 5 that be never |
gl toinclen 3 that the Biblo is the work of die- |-

o

coxbalad epicits, and not of God 3 that itisa bad
A, Rl of ervomy

and fmplotis ; that thero i3 o

i €ro was a pur-

| gatory, and that it was esscntial to

testant mediam insisted, by the most enesgetic raps,
that there was no purgatory  And s» in all thoss
cases which I have heard of, in which truly pions
euntiments have been expressed, they came thiugh
!'a medimn or to an inqurer who entertained them.
!'So elearly docs the communication teke its huo and
} ehameter from the medium, or tho person communi-
I eating through him, that when Georgo Washington,
sud Benjamin Franklin, and Henry Clay, commu-
nicule through, or are summoned by an illiterate
medium, thoy not only utter deplorable nonsense,
but they uso bad grammar ; they spell incorreatly,
they write in a mnst vulgar style. [ have been une
! abla to find any instances in which the style sad cha-
! racter of communication seem at all above the eapa

! eity of tho medium
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raplures of carlsin ywvelations from Lord  Bacon,
, Swedenborg, and Danicl Webster, as fur transeond.
! ond all the philosophers of the world.  But T think
! they do themsclves great injudtice.  Thoy are teo in-

telligent men oot o havo known all that thoso com-
muunications reveal before they were mado, for when
they are intelligible, they do but reproduce tho sen
timeuts ¢r dreaws with which tho world has been
long familiar. What i tho uso of hearing from the
other world, if we hoar only tho conflicting opinions
that provail in this? What is the uwso of hoaring

through 3 medium from a spirit, just the same kin
of sentiments that wo might bear from S0 medium
without the spirit ?
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few sentences of unimportant intclligence, or of sen-

pass throuzh its | timental and my<tical absurdity, of which they would
| cleansing fires ; While anather spirit through a Pro- | bave been ashamed on carth.

It is another reason for rejecting these communy-
cations, that thoy exbibit nune of the increased v
gor of intelleet which we aro'led to Leliove will be-
long to cur glonsied being  On the contrary, these
revelations exhitit a melancholy falling off st mental
power, in clearness of thought, and purity of style.
In the appendix to Judge Edmond's volume there
are inserted some cunanunications said to have been
mado to Governor Tallmadge by Daniel Webster.
It is stated by the Governor, that it * was well re.
marked by a gentleman of tho highest onder of intel-
leet present, after tho connnanication closed, that
he had read all the old philvsophers from Plato down
to Bacen, and had never seen anything equal to
theso communieations.”  Now, I venture to eay,

Tt is truo that Judge Edmunds thgt any man of onlinary sense, not infected with
‘ and Dr Dexter, aud Gov. Tallmadge, speak in | this new witcheraft, who had not reed eithor Plato

or Bacon, but had read Mr. Welster's published
volumes, would at once assert, that while on carth

. ing not only their own intellects, but thoss of Plato | Mr. Webstor never wrote a half a pago of such un-

miligated absurdity as theso protended communica-
tions T am tempted to give a specimen of what is
considered the very highest and subiimest style .of
spiritual communic. lons. I quote a passage which
*0 of the disciphs present praised as peculiarly
tlear and strong, and ko M. &'ebster.

.- If you wili keep open we wil} give you ideas of
life which you havo not et recoived. It is tho ac
tive past of light wo cling to, and you can as mach
sco 16 85 tho light that incites it to action.  Lifp is
tho ative principle, and light the essenco of that
principlo. ~ Wo can extract principlo-escences ss you

R Tt is a reason for rejecting theso communications, | extrect wino from the &rape. Yuu smme printiple
¥ Bice 3 Ll that theao sl bo mio resurrcetion | gt they aro very ofien erroncous. Thoy fuil to , under the grees, such as hfe, motion, &c., by tom-
» 2 2o fedggent 3 fht the churchos ehould bo bro- | 7 e Srronoatis, Thoy Gl o sy rees, sueh s lifo, motion, fe, by

&4y b vl govaroments should bo sbolished 3 |
ity Inetitetion should b2 dono avay. |
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trll the trath Tt has occorred in hundrods of in-
etaneas, that from what professed o bo departed spic

tits there havo been a grost number of crroncous

pressing thew we get or mther let out tie light, and
it flies awag, and wo have the hulls o life, motion,
&cyy 1eft us for cur troutle,’
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