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Oﬂ { Thott who.dricst lho mourutr's tear,
How dark this worid avonll'bey

1, ' on decelved ard wounded bere,
We cunld pot tly-to thep?

rho frhnds wha- In our sunshire live,
When winter.comes, aro Dovnt ;

Aud e who has but tcars to glve,
Mustweep thosn tears alone,

Bat thon wilt heal tho broken hean,
FWhich, dike the plants that irow '
Theit fragrance from the wounded pare,
Breathe stveetness ons of woo

Oh ! who conld bear Jife' s‘swrmy daom,
Did tot thy win of love

Catne brightly wartting from.the gloom,
Gur.peace-branch from sbave.

Whén § joy no longer soothps archecrs,
And tven the hopa that threw

A momont’s sparkle ¢’er dar tears,
Is dimmed and vanished too.

-

Tuea sorrow touched by theq yrows bright
e Avith morc than rapture’s rxy.
As darknossshowsus worlds of light
e nevcr saw by day.

Iizlxgumn sainteuatm
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[The sulject of the following notico filled a large

space in the oye of the DB, (,hurch. and the work

mentioned has doubtless been repd by many among us.

It produced a powerful sensation, and has been the

' means of leadiog many to that Church, which theforce
of truth led himsel{to embrace.

Weo presume therefore, that the following affesting
account of hisclosing scene, in that land whither so
mapy g6 for the pgold that porisbeth, but to which he
-yore the * unsearchable riches of Christ,"—will be per-
wsed with interest.]—Ep. C. T.

THE LATE REV. E. S. MINES.

It was cccently our painful dufy to record tho de-
mise of this devout and zealous servant.of the Lord at
San Francisco, California, on the bth of August. A wri-
ter in the Churchman, (we presume the exccilent Rov.
Dr Berrian,) gives somo interesting particulara in rela-
ton tobis life ; from which wa fearn that Alr. Mines
was born in Virginia, and was the son of a Presby-

- *orian clerasman. He recetved his academical edu-
<cation at Princetown College,and ¢ntered the Theo-
Jogical Scminary at that place, in order to prapare
bimsclf for the Presbyterian Ministry, in which he soon
“attained 2 high position and inflcenco.  Ho very catly

. gave indications of doubts and strugples in his mmd
whxch continued to harass and disquiet him, before
? hesettled down in thoroagh conviction, and foand
“peace 1a (he bosom of the Chiurch. The motive by

. which he wasled-to change his ccclesiastical opinions
. a0l views are forcibly set forth in & series of cenys
“which originally appeaved in the columns of the

e Umrcl:man, and have since been published in a vol.

- nme. entitled, % A Presbyterian Clerayman Iooking for

#¥ibe Chureh” Immeduuc!y after his admission fo | our

7 fninistry, he was engaped as assistant to the Jate vener-
-'nblo Dr. Mitnor, R..ctor of St. Georgo's Church, New

- York, but reon accepted an invitation toa parish at St
Croix, W.T, whero be remained for several vears, and
%ad tho happiness of sceing bis labonrs crowned with

" most abundant success. But his health suffering from

o ~tho effects of thatwarm and Jebilitating clxmntc he re-

*, turned to tho United States; and remained in the

vicinity of New York, until the discovery of the gol-

.: -i

1. R

-stepped without one fear of anisgiving

frnesd-porr——pur g 2oyt -

den rogign in California ct(nlmg such a vast txde of
amigration thither, hiy ardent spmt was inspired with

19 desleg to * preach among them the unsearchablo
riches of Gumst.” Ho deparied to that distant sceno
ofhig short remaiming laboutrs,and hud just succeeded
in gathering & large and devotedly attached congro-
gation, and in erecting » suitublo tewplo to his Mas-
ter'a honour; whea his frail body gave way, and bis
Epirit entered into vost.

For tha fllomag acconat of his last hours wo ara
indgbted ta a correspondent-of the é‘alcndar, in a let-
er frpm-San Francisco, dated August 11,

Our Rev. and beloved Brother, FLAVEL S. Mrxes,
departed:thig life oo Thursday evening tho Sth, at alt-
tle past §.o'clock. His last sickntss was protracted
aora than exght months, althongh from Lt to last
without local pain. The comumphoh of his lunps was
gradually aud finally entire. A distressing cough and
inereasingly difficult bredthing with large expectora-
tior:, were the predominant features of his illness; but
both couzh and expectoration dimimshel gradually as
hisend drow near, until shortriess of breathing, daily
and at length almonished us'of the final scone. Ho
died witbout a strugznle, or even g motioa of the linvbs.
His breathing ceased and ho was gone. But when a
brother dies we always feel disposed toknow how he
died. Did he realize the consolations of faith ? In thisit
s my rarepriviloge to assure you, baving enjoyed from
£irst tho unrestricted intimacy of that sacaed chamber
of deatb, and an unreserved communication of bis ho-
liest and hoartfelt cmotions, ustil having knelt alone
with him and hisconsort by his bedside in the uso of
tho ¢ Prayer commendatory for a sick person at the
point of departure,” ha-died as I uttered tho words
s presented pure and withoul spot Lefore Thee” You
well know his clear perception of things, his calm de-
meanor under all circumstances, and his warm but
ever chastened exhibition of mind and heart—so charac.
terised wero all his spiritual expressions. e fully
exemplified upon his death bed slihe bad inculcated
of the consolations of faith:-from the pulpit, and taughs
usthere how a Christian, and a minister of Christ
should die. During many wecks he reccived the
Holy Eucharist at my bands every Thursday morning,
and those coinmunion seasons, Iam ¢ree to say, wero
the boliest and most precious I bavo ever mitnessed or
enjoyed—at every successive occasion, his aspization
ross higher, and appeared more boly, until it became
ruanifest, that he had quito overcome the world and van-
quished the king of terrors. On the day of his decease
2s I entcred in tho morning formy  usnal Thursday's
office he took me warmly by the hond, with a smile
which I can never forget drew me down to him (for he
could speak ooly in a whisper) and said, * brother, it
is tho Inst ime””  Tho solemn service over, be beck.
oned his little boy to him, and laid bis band upon his
head, and prayed with and for him. It was indeed tho
blessing of a dying father.  But I am antering perbaps
minutely intoa detail of the scencs of that sacred -
treat, the Holy chamber whence the good man's soul
took kis flight from cartb. Ay mind reverts to that
chamber by day aud by night, and never, to my latest
breath, can 1 forget those scends ; Ilove to dwell on
them. Thes forman era inmy life, a privilego rare
beyond description.  His mied was never more sound,
healthy and clenr than during hislast sickness: and
without any cestaeies, calm, placid and sorene, be

7, from timo into
eteroily, from carth to heaven.  So lot me dio,

Of bis 1abours, privations, and-suecessin San Fran-
cisco, you will learn in detail hereafter. Suffice it to
say, ha shrunk from no toil or privation in his Master's
causo, evening, moraing, and at noon day, until be had
gathered around him & Iarge congregation, not inferior
in intelligence to any one I have overseen; and bad
erceted a fine largs Church edifics, filled to over-
flowing, and entirely freo from debt—in which ke was
allowed to proach buf oncs before being prostrated on
his ked of death. e dicd universally beloved and ro-
speeted, and of course Tamented.  His funcral, which
took place on Sunday last, wasattonded by an immense
congregation of hearty monrners,and we laid him down
under tho chancel of bis Charch, to rest till tho great
resurrection in tho last day.

1

TIIB l’OWER'OF ABQOLUTIOI\'

—

1 The Onlmauon Sotvice~In tho ordination of
priests tho ofliciating bisbop is-directed to usea form of
words, feunded upon those of our Lord, recorded in
John xx. 22. 23, to which sorioug objoctions have
been sometimes made : viz,, » Recowvo the Holy Ghost
for the affico and work of & priest in tho Church of
God, now committed unto thes by the impuosition of
our bauds. W hose sps thou dost forgive, they are for-'
given; and whoso sins thotr dest rotain, they are re-
tained. And bethou a fawthful dispanser of the Wword
of God, aud of bis hol, sacrnments; in the name of the
Father, and of tha Son, and of the Hely Ghost. Amen.
Now, our Charch cannot be supposed to-claim for her
ministers by the use of these words, any higher au-
thority than the Lord himself meant.to confer, and ac-
tually couferred, upon bus aposties by the uso of these
or similar words.® It must beeither an-equal, or an
inferior authority. And that it is clearly an inferior
and limited autbority is ovident from the fact that our
formula is a modification and adaptation of the Lord's
words, so far as they may be applicablo-to tho fenc-
tions of a presbyter—to “ tho office and work of 2
priest.” For our church adapts the Lord’s words to
present circumstances, saying, * Reccive the Holy
Ghost for the office and work of a priest.’t And

oy egred

*® Not oven to the spostles themselves way given the au-
thority to forgive thoe slns of the lmpenlum aod to reun
thoso of tho penitent. Dr. McNeilo fnhis “ Lectures on
the Church of England™ shows that the apostles them-

-selves evidently consldired the commission given 0 them

by our Lord by the useof theso words, to be purely minis-
trrial: and quotes A. s v. 30,32, X. 40, 43, 311, IR 39,
xvl, 2, 32; 1 Cor. 4il. 5. 7, and 1, John §{. 3 &,
ag examples of the manner which they exercised at. ( Lee-
. pp. 70, 93.) Secalso Rev. J. B. Marsden’s Discourses
fortho Festivals, xvil. pp. 118, $19. In Aets xxifl. 18, 23

wa read both how St. Poal received this authorlty, and

also how ho exerelsed it. Tho only jndicial power of ab-

solatlon ever exercised by the apostles, ot doleguted by
them to others, rccorded In the Seripturcs, is that of ab-

solving from cccleslasticul ceosarcs, and removing the

sentence of excommunfcation, as wefind {t recorded in

2Cor H.10. ™ To whom ye¢ forzive aunything, f forzive
also - for, If I forgave apsthing, for your sakes, for-
gave 14t in the person of Christ.” Thas this was no
more than ccclesiastical absolution., or restwraton to
the privilego of church-membership is esidunt from the
preceding verses (see verses 7, 9) From1l Cor v 2 4

&, it would appear that this offender had been dealt “wwith

!r& accordance with our Lotd's cqmmand to Alatt. xviii.
18, 20.

The Rev. J. Baylee thus explains Matt. xxiif. 1o, 58
That {s, your forgivenoss of your repentant brother,Sshall
ba accompanied by the divine approbation and forgivencss
in heaven ; and the stubbomess of an unrepeniant brother
who will notyicld 20 thy solicitation to reconeiliation will
be visited by the dirfacdispleasare. and heshall suil re-
seain under the weight of his transgressions” Agata 1o
2 Cor i 8 10. he reroarks, * The unclean iiver has not
only sinned agafust God, butio had brought 8 scandat
upon the church to which he belonzed: and hiz oxampic
mighs have been the means of leading others astray . ina
word, ke had sinned agatnst his bretbren: for his tiwo
fold sin hic had manifested contnuon~the church forgave
bim ; and, be being pcnncm. what hey had Joosed on
carth was loosed in heaven.” (Institutions, p. St.and p.8.)

Detween the authority of theinspired apostics and the
nninspired ministers of saceeeding apes, there is a great
differcence respectiog the power of the keys. Tho teaching
of the apostles was 10 be reevived, “ mot actho word of
men, but, 28 {tis fn truth the word of God.” (1 Thess.u. 15)
The apostles too, could fuflict miraculuas discascs and
even death itself npon gricvous effenders, so that -~ great
fcar came upon ali tho chnreh"™—{Adts v. 11). Bot the
preaching of thelr oninspire:d suceessors becomes effectuat
for thesalvution or increased condemnation of their hear-
ers(5ee 2 Cor. il 14, 17,) only so fares Itis agrecadle to0
God’s written word, by whick it is to Bo tested and wned,
Theo meany, t00, wheredy open offenders arc to be punish-
cd ** that others may fear 10 Jo the bke,” i¢ by thelr be-
fug * rebuked openly™ (34M article,nnd 1 Tim. v 30,) and
by the ¢no admintstration of the disciplinoof tho church
and the Lord’s sacrament.

t It has Leen observed that. “highly a3 we May deem
of the apostolical cLarneter, it Was snecly o wors »>or-
prising act of condescensioi In the Savour to sav (o any
ercated being —* As mv Fathor hath seot me, cven s0 send
I youl—~than 1o transter that vathorite from any one feail
mortal to anothier, for the highest apoctle was certainle
far moro unworthy to be piared on & level wim Clriat,

than the humb!cstcltmxlan is with anapostle™ [Rev. ELG.
Marh 's Sermons, p. BL)



