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Hlla, ha V" said the baiiif, lauigbing snccriîîgly iii the
peasant's ficc. "A kw days ago you hiad little desirc ta
ceichrate a wcdding, sa you shall fot do so ta-day. D)o
you uîiderstand mie? Fake off your Sunday claîlies and
ilien g ) ta yotir %ork 1 1

A miurmutr of dispilcasure arase front the whale circle.
lieinrich %vas about ta give an angry reply ta tic bailiff ;
but bis fatber put lus hiand on bis ai and rcstraincd biii.

I )on't, Hcinrich ! lie said, wvithl grent difficulty
inastcring luis own teniper. Il Ie caînii, fricnds ! 'l'lie
Count lias given bis consent ta niy san's niarriage, lie
knows that the wvedding is ta bc to-day, thercfore lic
cannot desire that you shauki %vork for ini na%%."

"He cannai, iidccd ? " cxclainmed the lîailiff. " Wihll
you, perlîaps, hinder itai thcn ? H-a, hia i Vau arc
serfis, and notbing miore I You niuist obcy %%-len the
Cauint connands, or you ivili taste the whip soon
eînughi !

Still loudcr bec.uie the cxprcssions of discontent
aîuîang the peasants nt tbis harsliness, and thiat the hall-
piness of the day shotild bc disturbcd iii sucli a bitter
inanner.

Sciiober tigbtly camipresscd bis lips. lie wislied ta
miaster lîinself, but lic liad not strength ta do sa.

II know that we are serfs, aîîd that wc miust obev P'
lie exclaiîaccl. Il Friends wve intst subinit. A fcw days
ago the bailiff swore vengeance against nie, becausc 1
would flot give îiy daugbîcr ta lus son for lus wvifé- -ibis
is bis revenge. We iil go ta %vork aftcrwa.rdls ! W'c will
obey lus orders as soon as the ccrcîîîony is concluded."

Thc bailiff's face 'vas red with fury.
" To church you shall nat go I" lic cried. "Tl'le

wcedding shahl not take pilace, tlîe Count bans given bis
arders !t"

Heinricli sprang forward agbast.
"'llie maarniage flot take !. .?»lie exclaîmced. "T'he

Caunit bas given nie bis c)sent, and no anc shall binder
mce from going ta cburcl-you lcast of ail ! "

IlSilcnce, you rascil " tic bailiff intcrruptcd biuu.
Not an i froni this spot shial you niove ! You %vill

not be unitcd ta tbe girl-no, ncvcr ! Go ta work evcry
anc of you ! '

'lle angcr of the pensants now brokce forth loudly aîîd
opuaîly. Tlircats were uttered, the yauing men ivaîted ta
attack the bailiff. Sciiober lhad rcgaincd bis camiposure.
He kcpt tie lads back.

"No violence," lie cxcl;tîimned. 'Il wihl liasteti ta the
('asile ta tlîc Couni, lie c..nnot bc sa cruel ! "

1le %vas about ta hurry off wlicn the Caunt liiiiseîf
staod iii the courtyard. His cvc loakced dark and
thrcatening. 1-leitîricli alone sîepped forward boldly
lus lîappitucss ias at statke.

"He lias stoppcd Uie wcdding procession froin going
ta cliurch," lie said iii a tremnbliîîg vaice ;"lic %visbes ta
drive us ta work !"

I b ave comnianded liiinî ta do so, and you la ive ta
abcey," reîêlied tbc Coutît.

IlGracions lord and nuaster, yout -ave tie yattr consent
ta thc iiîa-rriagc," cricd Heinricli, full of despair, scarccly
niîastcr of binîscîf ; "lyou dare not break youi word, niercly
bcc-iusc the bailiff lintcs my fatiier, anîd wislies ta revetîge
lîinisclf on uis i '

l1 ipudent fellawv 1 " cxclainîcd the Cotint. "lSerf, I
will shoaw you what 1 dare, and cati do!1"

lie raiscd tic riding %vhip) whicli be liad in lus huaîd
over liciîîrich's bead, and 'vas about ta strikec hitîî. A
slirick of borror rase front tic bystaîîdcrs. Scliober
steppcd hnstily forivard nip to Uic Count, and, witli bis
htrong lîand, bld back lus arm.

IlNot so, iiiy Lord Counit ! "lie cxclaimcd, in a stcrn
voicc ; Il ny son is right : you darc not brcak yoîîr word!1
Voi îust Lkccp your promise !"

H-is anxicty about sotî's iapîuincss lîad nuade liuai go ta
sucli a lengîli as tlîis. lu1 a violent passion, the Cauint
turned utii liiîu, and puslicd Iiitîî Iik.

" Bailiff ! "hlie e.\elziiued, Il bind tlîe inmpertinuent scoun-
drel ! Tl'le dog ! lit: lias dared ta lay liands tîluot nie
Bind liinî, lead liiîn u1) ta tlîc Ca'stle-tirowv liiii imua
prisoni, lie shahl atonec for it, bitterly atane for it V"

Witlî a look of crutel malice tlie bajhjif, assistcd by lus
son, lîastoîed ut) ta the pensatnt and seized huaii.

Seliolier oflcrc*d no resistance. I)cspair took passes.
sion1 of lieitîricli wlicî lic saiw lus fithier cipttîrcd.

l atlîer ! fatlier !" lic cxclaitîied ; lie wvislicd ta hiasten
upI to bllt, ta frec liitii.

"Back "' exclainied thc Cotint, and a licavy blow
front the riding whîil struck the youtig niati il% Uic face.
"Thlink about yaur own safcty, and take care iluat 1 do
tiot shut you up, too !"

Heisîrieli rececd backwards. His bride, lus tiiother
and sister, screiicd ahoud, but not one af tbc pîenantts
hiad the courage ta support liiini. They liad been brouglit
ni) iti bandage, and iliere wverc fcw anaang thin whlin îd
siat alreadv' suffered a siiiîilar cliastisenient frontî tlicir
îaïd tiaster. Tlieir courage liad long sitice becti broken.

Seliaber cavercd luis face ivitl bath lus lîaîîds wlicî lic
sawv lus son sa savagcly niiisused. A wvild, ('terce thtouglît,
indecd, passed tbrougli luis îîîiîud ; if lie liad lîad a
weaîboîi in i s hiand lie %vouhd, pcrliaîs, by tlîc Cotint's
deatlî have revcîigcd the insult wluich i s son luad
reccivcd-bîîit lic %ias wcaikand powcrlcss.

byt1Ilclp tay fathier hîlelp) hîitî ! " cricd Heinricli ta thec
bstiders ; lie ivas lîiîîself scarcely able ta stand on lus

fecu, and nat a hîand dared ta tnove for the îîaar niati's
deliverance.

Mlitli a1 nialiciauis, iritil)liatit sile, the Cotîlt re-
inarked tlcir tiniiidity.

onl1Y ta iove, atîd 1 ivilI whl you ta death likc dogs
whlu ivil1 nat obey nie ! like dogs "'li have bittcîi ibeir
master ! Hclp) huai ! lia, lia 1 1 ivill put tliose wvords ta
the rascal's acraîttit. Serfs yoît arc I Voit shlîal tremble
Mdien voit sec tie, Miecn you liear îîîy îaicc. \'au shail
tiot dare ta look at tac. \'ou lîold your lîeads too ligh.
'l'lic whlj shlual lietd your backs for you ! To work with
Vou ! be off!"

Not anc of tic nuen venturcd ta reply by a single
wvord. Hastily thîey lcft thc boause an<i tlue court-yard.

Selioher %vas led ta thie Castle. Tb'li Cauint followcd
liiiî. Silence ni reigticd itu the îîeisant's farta, wlicrc
a short titiuc before ictee luad been sa iuucb life atud
tierrinient. %Vitli otie hilow the universal liappincss lîad
hîcen destroyed. 'l'île wreatlis aîîd dccaratianls.sîil lîutîg,
ris if iii niockery, on the ivails atnd doors.

Still drcssed ii luis %vedding suit, 1liirichi sait in lus
fatlier's roorji, staring vacat]), on the grounî<. Ile did
îlot liear-itie lotid linicntatiais and the salis of lus bride,
]lis tîiutlîer, anîd sister ; lue did îlot eveni sec thîeîî. 1-lis
thiotiglits lîad followcd lus uîiifortttia.te fatlier ta tlie
Cistle. lie sa'î haw tlîe bailiff thîrîst Iliîîu juta a dark,
dauil> dungeou ; lie hîcard, iii iniagitiation, the mraster's
laîîd, mocking lauglu, as lie sliot tue doar behîind lîiiîî.
le kîîcw% the cruel disposition of tue Coule, and lie

caîîld flot hope for nucrcy. Atud slîould lic e lu is faîher
suifer far bis sake? Aîîd whîat putiislint would the
Cotît itiflict an huaii ? Would lie have lîiîî wluippîed, as
lie lic li( sa îîîanvy otiier vic îiîîs nip ii tlîe Caste-yard
laslîcd tilI thîcir criecs of agaîuy sounded dawnr i.nto tlîe
village, aîîd ivith stîc barbarity thuat the traces af the
whlil) .çere nftcr ilue lapse of ycars, still visible an the
backs of the wretcbed men ?

Could luis faîluer be dcstincd ta such a fate? Ile did
tuot îluiîk of hitiself, of luis own coiplctcly destroyed
hapîticss, lie thouiht ilot even of bis bride.
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