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DISCUSSING THE CONTRACT

The Wiunipex Buard of Trade
Pronounces on the Raiiway
Contracts.

The adjourned special general meet-
ing of the Winnipeg board of trade
to conaider the committees’ reports
and the raltway question was held
Tuesday in the grain exchange board
room. Ald. Russell, vice-president of
the boatrd, presided at last night's
meeting in the absence of President
Georgeson. ‘The attendance was
large, the followlng members belng
present: John Ruswell, J. H. Brock,
A. Macdonald, 1>. W. Bole, T. D.
Robinson, T. Gliroy, A. L. Johnson,
A, D. Iriah, G. A. Muttlebury, A.
Strang, D. W. Buchanan, A. H. Balley,
H. Beliveay, J. E. Ruby, D. E.
Sprague, D. D. Wood, T. H. Webb,
J. Alrd, J. H. Oldfield, J. Porter, N.

Bayly, J. Love, H. W. Hutchinson, W.

A\
war, C. H. Cordingly, H. 8. Crotty,
Captaln Johnasson, G. Olafson, A. F.
Banfield, E. D. Martin, A. J. Magurn,
W. A, Cavannu:l\. C. H. Steele, J. H.
Ashdown, W. R. Baker, D. K. Elllott,
J. M, (.hl:holm. M. W. Rublee, A. M.
Nanton, J. R. Grant, R. T. Riley, Alex
Reid, J. Persse, I. Bulman, E. H.
Macklin, John Stovel, H. E. Sharpe,
C. H. Enderton, J. C. Crome, A. A.
Andrews, \W. A, Black, Jos. Maw, J.
G. Morgain, Capt. Roblnson, W. W.
McMillan,

In calling the meeting to order Ald.
Russell exp.eswed regret +that the
dent was out of the c\ty. In Mr

s absence he re-

‘b a b o( to*
meeunsuulhehndac-

when -the of committees ap-

THE COMMERCIAL

thing out of the sale of his bonds.
More public attention has been turncd
upon this clause than any other; and
it has been shown to be & most im-
portant conslderation, yet the premier
passes it off as of no effect, and the at-
torney-general as an uct of courtesy.
“l say,” sald Mr. Brock, “it s a dis-
&race, that the members of the board
of trade and our repressmtatives in
the legislature should be treated us
school children, and asked to swatlow
such an extraordinary statement."”
The opinfon of the government, he
unld, is not aven backed up by the
mllcnor for the contractors, Mr.
Lash, and he had no hesitation in eay-
ing that the opinlon of no reputable
lawyer in the Dominion ocan pro-
cured to back up the opinion of the
premler or the attorney-general,
r. Alex. Macdonald askzd i & large
amount of the stock had not been sold.
Neither M. Brock nor the chairman

the contracts. Mr. Gliroy was heart-
lly applauded.
My, Sprague. .
Mr. D.'E. Sprague dld not propose

to have the reports 1 He kne.
of no good object to bc served by thi«
motion, especially at such a late tim-
in the day, and while they agreed on
3 good many polnu, there ‘were u')'m-

10 discuss the morltu (: the

aa he
Since the laat mcetln: ot the bolrd.
these bllls had been up in the House,
and a division had taken place on
strictly party \ines. One has
been given its third reading and no-
Uce ol motion has been kiven for the
other. He considered that, as the
board have got the required Infovivi-
tion and mmade thelr that

ure concerned. £ Mr,
tice was pressed it would introduce
purty politics in the board of trade,
Cries of “No, No!"
Mr. 8prague repeated’ that it would
and he was informed that it would

noz.
JUFor my part,” continued M.
“I am a supporter of the

were prepared to tha
Mr, Brock then read hls motlon,
seconded by Mr. Gilroy, as follows :
“Resolved, that this board disan-
proves of the contracts and the acts
aftecting the Northern Pacific Rall
way Co. and the Canadian Northern

loe-l government, and you don't sup-
pou 1 am (olnl to vote for a motlvn

at
I have “t mneh confidence llnh u\e
in the momberl of the board ot trade "
He the

t the

Railway Co. as drawn and
before the legislature. And In view
of the great importance of the sub.
ject, the great habllity to be assum-
ed by the province, the number of rail-
way proposals recently made to the
government -~and the uncertainty as
to future rallway extension, this
board is of the opinion that the Acts
confirming the contracts lhould not

e passed at this session of the leg-
lllltut! but that ample time should
be given the country to study fully
the wholT railway l:mnmm.”

ng remarks, Mr.

Brock pointed out that a dlvidand
on the stock is requested in fAixing the

. 1f the words in the cuuu

are not understood, why not with-

diraw them or change them, It s

most significant that while words

could easlly have been put In that

wauld hnve cxpreued the meaning

they 1§ these words

rtl
polnted.:n conrer with the
were recelvad, he 'ﬂlount “no further

‘Was and  de-
¢lared the meeting open.

Mrx. - Brock..
Hr.i.H‘Bmckﬂmmﬁhﬂm‘

had weconded, but not piaced be-
fore the meeting, and whux he had
before him. Since the last
tire quentions they had met (o con-

sider on that occasion has changed to
some At that thne the

M me: el had been given 4o
believe from the information given by,
the r 0 -mambers  houed..
ntly bad the unamended:
ooy e At e !
roey-general - in --the-oons,
- referred to clause 8 as
given one -gentleman outside the
a great of canse for: Pt
fite me -exactly,” -said - Mr..

“and I do nt:: hnﬂau on,
aocept

for me.'”’ He then quoted the clause
In_question, and u.o w&g& had ‘been
sald In oonnecu »y

Relurhx hge C beﬂ":

r. Camp

on that the clause only meant
that the sovvrnmt iatended 10 be
courteous, Mr. Brock sald : "It shows
how courteous we must be when
in Axing the rates they Bave ingerted
fn the bIN that the government muat
be courteous.” At the last meeting

organ.

v

woulallncur on the

e attorney- °

on
in.  Mr. Brock closed by oharacter-
izing the contract as having been
carefully drawn in the interests of the
raflway company and loosely drawn
f11_the interests of the province. In
taking his seat, Mr. 'k was given
& hearty round of applause.

T M, Glivey.

The seconder to the hauon. l(r Gll-
the next. speaker. .. :

10Y,: WAS.
siderad the matter should be vhwed
tmm a businm atandpoint, and

‘better ¢ nla
agree.to dieagree. . The matter h one
of thé wtmost lmnoruneo. never has
the province had more important
quastion, lad ‘he tbou:ht it_.should be

congidered ol merits. Proceeding,
Xn—qllmy dwol'. upo:‘ th: large mort-

he

province. In round
244 would amount to $17,000,-
Wulbdm little more, & very large

! sum-for & y«ung yprovince liks Mani-.
* tobs, with & limited population and s

futwre to make. should be
taken to protect.the.future, and leave

clusion, -and
conclusion but that the province is
assuming too large a dobt. Tt i- he-
yond the resourcés of ths province
tnd will take away all its pogsibilities

of Next year {f the

the inter of the fec’'s

explanation of um clause had been

¢lven that it meant nothing at all in
fxing the ra ‘The thu.

'provlm! is ‘calléd upon fo pay the in-
terest on the montgege, dnvolving
$600,000, % would not be in a position
0 pay, as there i3 no surplus and the
different resources have long ego

explpfﬂ! as far as could be done wn.h-
the people. In the face

it takes
pvovlnet the
oy consideration, which by the atate-
ment otweoumkrdheymferm

result of which the mvvlneo may tlnd
1toelt

Linhle for Seme $18,000,000
in additlon to the amount of -the
bonds. The enormous amount which
in the course of certain events may
find ¢the provlnce lulal‘; for, mmre;

ot such a isrge llabllity the mon:y
id not De saked to lend
es of accommoda-
tion paper which ﬂn bonds represent
on the part of the province to the rait-
way company. But not only one year
has to be considered and if the prov-
fnce has not the money !n hand then
it would not bofe &ue or m.d:ntl ;h;:
the paymont ¢ money shou|

It would likely ‘havé ‘to
be reised by -excessive taxation, as
difficuity would be experienced in ne-
gotiating.a losn. It is a matter which
the tr ahould trace, and which

some
the governmemt wers careful: 10 ex-
plain that the consideration received
was the right to fix the rates and o
say that Mr. Mackenzie would have to'
live 80 years Defore he could get any-

should receive the fullest and most
careful consideration from everybody.

In the face of such & financial aspect
the government is not ‘wine in ratitylng

mean
introduction of politics into the board.
He saw 1o reason the contreof
nmndnot un. He advised the mem-
their influence, one way or
the odm‘. jndividually, and to receive
the wi passing any vote.

'Would m?mud the x‘m to
" orw
zsho government T’ asked Mr.

trang.
s e answered in the affirm-
ative. s.wmuwmw
to the buiidings, 'vrhm e ascertained
that the is incorporsting
several of the mmum of the

Mr. Gllmy: ‘M. mam-u is re-
mte.d ny‘lnc‘in 8t. Paul the con-
are hrough as they are;
is that so 7“0 e
“I am not responsibie for what the
newspapers say,” wes the answer re-
celved.
My, Macdenald.
Mr, Alex. Maodonald sabd Teoom-

mendation to the governmeait that the
best avallable legal talent employ-

4 to ldopt lm ohanges sug-
gested by the board of trade and the,
expecud the government to fulfil thut
promise.

My, Brock ‘here {nterrupted the
speaker and asked whether, if the
government accepted the suggestion:
made in the resolution to adjourn the
House for the purpose of discussing
:he‘ matter fully, they would not he
n

Mr. Anhdown replled that they
would, but from the conduct of the
government he would not be inclined
to think that the government wouid
act on that requeat. Thelr action su
far in pressing it through the leglsla-
ture showed otherwise. He was po-
litically opposed to the government,

but their promises to the board
of trade were sufficient i
they were fulilled to  natisfy
him, and it they did not fulftil
thelr promm they would bé gullty of
a flagrant breach of falth. , He saw

that one of the gentlemen of the mi-
nority report wanted government
ownership and he was with that gen-
tleman in that desire. He was not
afraid of government ownership be-
cause of the liability that existed, be.
cause it would be necessary for any-
body operating over 1,200 miles to
take uu.t risk, but he thought that

w;'lould tulllly eon}unntod tormby
benefits for lhe inhabitants of the
pmvlnce. ‘While they had been fight-

ing the C. P. R, for a numbor of years
for better freight rates, there was one
thing to be said in favor of the C.
I R., that both to the west and east
of Manitoba there wus & large amount
of unproductive territory, and it was
therefore necessary to charge in Man-

that.

sald in uvor of the Canadlan North-
ern, that nearly every mile was pro-

gucuve. He had no fear whatever
ut

thorough paying road first

year ;‘t. was in operation and the whole

in  operat

year was &
the committee seemed 1o be satis-
it, and when they took into

an e mortguge must be

in , otherwise it - will fall
to the nd, that is, that h t
pert at dt w would hold beoaise & was
nntl.:hcu lt hqd'ou-d Iﬁa Houme it
could cha tln

Mr., Gilroy with uvﬁ ‘other gentle-

consideration the growth of the pro-
vince in the past they raust expect
that that would continue and that
the road would become a paying road,
He took it that the whole force of

t
aid not like to see the board of trade
divide on political lines, they had al-
ways tried to avoid splitting on that.
In conclusion, he

they would know how to deal w
them; it they did Xkeep
would get all they wanted.
M. Maw, .
Mr. Joseph Maw uld he ‘was of the
and he

men were 4 Mr, Macd
ald,; at tive of
that there-would be if the company

falled to unllu ends meet, but he was
£ thit because this had to
be paid off yearly by the ciiizens of
Manjtobé; and there would only be the
one way, dlrect m. It went on
turther to that urtMn‘ short ut
doubls tnr_ilnt lulcm charged t

expense account, and from the um-
ples of book-keeplng from the N. P. R.

1t could sasily be seen that there would
be a deficit to.cover the whole of ths

int action of
the board of trade had been used and
re] sing in favor of that

“bel the public had con-
sidered that board had practically
endorsed the contract with certain im-
08 He 4id not thing

that they had done
anything {ike that. “Mr. Ashdown

port that he (Mr. Ashdown)
eftect it was stated that the commit-
tee

of "No. 0. and “Yog, yea) that the contract could be
contract as § Drousht before thy e 7
rne a8 it was lore the 3
House. He was not apeaking of what :::M mn.nﬂ mm ‘!‘;:tc:.ieg:
umwlnxlobe. The majority Te- o4 that the chief polut to consider was:
lemned the contract from be-  Are thowe figures that had been placed
xlnnlnt to end and he would ask any before the commmittee correct? The
man was on that tiee board as » whole ad not seen those
stand up and sey in & ward whether figures but the board as & ‘whote had
they were, or are, favor .of the _ heard Mr. Roblin make certain state-
conl upubinltted and de'could as- * ments. The statement he referred
M-M' 3 was - the Rot
e, ey e I e sopaty Shetr
.3 ot B¢!
- Me, J. H.oAshdown 3ald" BR WAS i eight 1 lars,  Mr, Mcllen
sorry motion brought "up  neq .ld‘igh “g.o that that
its Bt shape, hecaume valuation he Dl on the Unes was
thought ‘they were to--contimue: $5,2658,000 as- shown - his pencilled
adoption of the re- nmwmoranda. He emd Mr. Brock had
port.- - His own ln’n-lon ‘was thal, on that perticulsr point -asked Mr.
having -the matter out thor-  RobMar w was. put i
oughly; it wo Mubﬁm‘vﬂmu.h with that part-
not-to- t. to adopt sither.the ma-  nerehip’ desl, and z nld t-r No”
Jority or ty report, but simply. thet nothing . hind Skie. gt M- writisg.



