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Ws-nî the gesieral disposition ta incercnscd
tariffs ii bte direction o! protection, so notice.
able with sn miany nations nt tbe present pcriod,
it is somnewhiat af a change ta observe thant Mer.
ico Ilas decidcd ont a fiftccn per cent. rcduiction
in lier cuistoins duties tîpon imparte. Tito nsw
barifl wenb into operation about tbc flrst of bte
mentit. It wtiil probably restt ta the ndvaît.
tago o! the Uited States, tiiongit Creit Bribuin
aiso commiands a very large sitare of tbc 'Mcxi.
can trade.

TuE sub-contracts for the grnuling of te
Rcd River Valley raiiway htave been let ta S.
IL Strevel, Egait Bras., attd Bryson t Irwin.
Work oit te grade is îtowv procecdiîg. Menu.
tiine F.aterni Catiadadian jaurnîtis at-e kecping
up tbeir hostility to the buîildintg of tite tond,
aud doiiîg tlîcir bcst ta dcstroy the credit of
titis province abroad, with tbc hope tliat it will
be foutud impossible ta maise tha ftimds for carry.
ing otît te work. Tite Local Governinctît,
bowever, elain Oitnt tîto fuitds catt bc sectircd,
whetbcr or not tîte bolids are floateul. W~itlt
the powcrfîtl backiîtg of the G'raud Triîuik and
bbe Nortbcma Pacifie comipaîties, it is net liIccly
the prajeet wiil fail tlîrotngl for tue lack of
funds, as bte neessary ainount %wotild be a
sutali matter for citîtar cf tte-se corporations
mentioncd ta maise. It lias been rninorcd that
the Governmletît wvill refuis.) Clistomis facilities
ta the road if coînpicted, aîîd the Mo,îtrenl
Gazretie, the organ cf the lIon. Thioumas Whimte,
jîttimnates titat titis course will bc adoptecl,
whicb eeutainly gives considerable forte ta the
ruiner. Ib is net likcly. iîowever, tlîat snich an
arbitrary policy woîîid bc long toieratcd by the
people cf Cantada, aven if it bc faîînd practicai,
cf whltii thtere is grave rcasei ta cloubt. Ib
must titerefore bc rcgarded more in the nature
cf a bluff titan a poiicy fniriy dcteritiiicd upen.
But siîotld te Domtinioun resort ta stîci qtîcs-
tionable mecasitres ta destroy tue uscfutlncss cf
the road after it is contpleted, Mauitobans
muet bc prcparedl ta mucct anîd overcotaie sucit
obstacles witlt tue saine resolute (atCrmnination
wbich lins brotiguît nboutt bte prescrit phase o!
bbc question.

Tite JIfoîîetary 'J'iue refers te the Deceased
Mtînicipalities Bill as follaws. "Tae legisla.
turc of Manitoba lias passcd a law under wltich
bbc debts of bte mutnicipality o! Emnerson,
WVest Lynne, Morris, Portage la Prairie, Glad-
stone, Mlinnedosa, and Rapid City--a formnid-
able list-are sealcd down ta witat tliese mtuni-
cipalibies aan itiford to pay. Thîrec commis.
sieners are ta try ta f'nd out wbat tbis is. Tbis
is bbe first set of rcpudiation that bias ever dis-
crcditcd a Canadian legisîsture. Grant that
tese utuicipalities, or saine of tltcm, are un-

ablo ta meet their obligations new, that is no
resson for repudiating a part cf titeir debts, or
for scaliug clown. If tîte scaling down bc fifty
per cent., tite Goveruiment may guarantee threc
per cent. interest on the amount, and as it
utay refuse ta do so, bte leverage for squeezing
the creditors is likely ta prove effective. Some
cf thes& munielpalibies wiil certainly recover
from the deprossed condition la whicit they
zre now, aud be able ta pay. For tItis reason,
the debt.s ottgli ta have rcmained ut thoir
original figure; rcdîîtçtiaîn ls ti opçe titjutifi.

ablo attd iiciredlitablo." In te abovo the
2'i,îe inukes it appear titat tue 1bi11 coînpells
tua "Iscaiing clown" of mttnicipal liabilities.
Titis is liot tue ouqe. Tite Govumrnuient agrees
ta gitaraîttec a portion o! tîte dolît cf ail ini.
vnlvcd municipality only ýfter ti& municipal
autîtorities have caine ta ain understantuing witlt
blîcir ceîitors. Tite creditars are net farced
ta accept any arranîgemnt wlîatever whîci
tiey nuty net be williiîg ta agreo ta. Time most
regretabie featureocf the bill is secît fraînt tue
staitdpoint that it inay bave bte effeet of en.
coîîraging saine of the involved mîtiicipalibies
ta bc nie intlepîtdeitt witlî thîcir creditors,
ani iess anxiots ta ineet tiir obligations.

MRt. VA, IloîNuz stated net long ago tht tîte
reasen tîto Ncrtbern Pacifie was amtxionîs ta get
inta Winuiipeg was ta place that cetpany in a
position ta force the C.P.R. ta côme ta terme
ont bte Ptuget Sottnd trade. Thto Canadian rond
bias becettting inta the Northcrtî I>acific tmade
oiu Puget Sotund, anti aecording ta MNr. Van
Harne, aîl tîte C. P. R. hîad ta do was ta sigu;fy
btat lb wotthi cesse operations in bte Seînnd,
and te latter roand wouid at once withdraw
from its praspective Wintnipeg business. In
aler words, the Nortbern Pacifiq would net
cut on rates ta Winnipeg if the C.P.R. wdulul
agrea ta the samne propositions rcgarding Puget
Sounud businîess. Mr. Van Horne may bcans
itear the trît in luis assertions cf tue wiiling-
nies cf the Northern Pacifie ta withdraw frent
the Winnipeg business, providcd tîte C.P.R.
would witltdraw front Puget Sound, as ho wns
in making a soewlt simiiar statemntt ta tho
shtippers cf Victoria, D.C. The Colunibiait
newspapcr of tlîat provinte says: "ILI will be
remenmbercd thiat Mr. Van ilome stated whcn
ut Victoria lateiy that overtutres hiad been re.
ceivcd front the Nortltemu Pacifie railway pro.
posing ta witlîdraw front te British Coltumbia
brade on condition that the C.P.R. people with.
drew from tue Soundl trade. Mî!r. Qakes, vice.
presiclent of the Northern Pacifie, writcs ta the
Victoria agent as follows : ' Yeu cau assure bbc
sitippers o! Victoria ini bte inost positive terms
tlîst the Nortncrît l>acific railroad coipaîîy
docs net contemplate ratiring freint tîte businîess
of B3ritisht Colunmbia, sud lias mnade ne avertures
stîci as 'Mr. Van Horne dlaims la lus inter-
view."' lb will ba sean titat IMr. Oakes very
flably contradicts Mfr. VAi Horne. Bath men
caîtnot have stated the trutb. If M,%r. Van
Horna bc the prevarieator, it 18 talerably cer-
tain thînt bis stiteineiits la regard ta the WVin.
nipeg linoc werc of tue saine nature.

lima agitatioîn against disallowance, and the
stîbsequent movesinent on tbc part o! tha Local
Goveruimnt to buiid the Red River Valley
road, lins brotiglit aboutt considemable discussion
iii Eastern Canada rcgardiug bhc Hudsou's
Bay rond. Journals whiehi s short bime ago
oppoed tîte nortitaru route, are now strongly
advocating thec daims o! tite road ta Mudseu's
Bay, probably iuflucitced. ln this course by the
ides that Manitabaîts could bc induccd ta abats.
dion the road ta the boundary in favor of bte
Huldson's Bay road. Ib will undotîbtedly bc a
source o! pleasuro ta bte peoplo o! bhe North.
wcst ta learn thtat mauy Easternt journals are
now favorable Wç the conîstruction o! the nor.

thorn road, but nt the saine tinte Manitobans
woul nevcr think of abaîîdoning the rond ta
tho l>ouli(aiy îuercly lipon a few andefinite
promises of aid ta the Hudson's Bay railway.
In reply ta Titr COMIMERCIAL, the Monireai
Iferald hastens te state that lb cannot bc
ciasseil with these journal.% whieh formerly
failed ta rccognise the feasibifity of the nor.
:iîern ratite teBritain sudlEurope. Tbeilkraid
says of this route : «"AVe ray bave doubtWd its
boing a paying commercial route, or dibbelieved
the statemients tiîat were madle as ta the num.
ber of menths it the year that it was open ta
navigation, thougit the press andi publie are
open te further information oven on 'these
points. But, inasnch as thie'world la aware
that the Hudson's Bay Company have for a
grat nunuber of ycars used that route, and
have annually sent one or two ehipe ta Fork
anti Moose factories with the supplies for the
Interior, it was not possible for lis, or for any.
oue, ta regard the route as purely visionary.
Everyonc knows that it is î'avigable for sailing
ships, and thereforo more easily navigable by
steamers titring certain months of the ycar,
anti these niontls-he the opinion as ta .the
limitation of timo rigbt or wrong-are thosu in
which tce rush of immnigration ustnally takes
place. Knowinig the indisputable, as well as
the questionable, capabilities of the route, it is
quito possible ta tbink that tho time hau not
corne for ite use."

AN oxchange, in spcaking of Conmmercial
Union, argiles that it is a step in» the direction
of fret trade, aud therefore sbould bc favorably
receivcd. Tihis is a remarkablo lino of argu-
ment ta pursue. It is smiiply wonderful Ilow
'allcged free traders eati juîup ta the extreme of
Commercial Union at a singlo step. If free
traders are apposcd ta the present Custoins
duties upou imuporte into Canada an the groun'l
that they are ton, highi, how, in the name of
contîton sense, eau they countenance a miove-
nment which wi-cl result in nearly doubling
the duties? The proposed Commercial Union
scheme with the United States la the very
opposite of freo trade, and cannot but clash
with truc free trade principles ia overy par-
ticular. Commercial Union -with the Uniteud
States would mean the increasing of aur tarif?
ta the standard of the United State, which is
vcry much higher titan the Canadien tariff. It
would, morcover, give the entire contrai of aur
fiscal matters into the bauds o! a people very
luach mnore strougly protectioniat than aur-
gelves. If aur duties are aIready tee, high,
why double them by adopting a Commercial
Union arrangement such as proposed ? If fair
trade priîtciples are right, as opposed to the
polity of protection, how can alleged fair
traders approve of a policy opposed in every
particular ta the very primary principles of
free trade aud fair trade. It is remarkabla
that irce traders are taking the lead ia "«boom-
ing "the Commercial Union ery, notwithst-%ud-
ing that the movcett, if suceessfully earricd
out, woidld resuît in increasing aur tariff front
.50 ta 100 per cent Titat bte proposed com*-
pîcta reciprocal trade arrangement la diametri.
cally opposed ta free brade princîples 'May bc
shawn freont tho statemnut that every increase
in the Ctandinn tarir makçs çQItnçiflVCI Union


