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GENERAL SURVEY.
y T iii.. year 1896 wvas one of' titusual tincertaitity

litp business circlcs. It was a year of politkcal
o,,Jseturbantces botlî iii Canada and the United
e,.ttcs and iri the latter country the (lepression

tiflio the commercial interests wvas aggravated by
lie filet that thie adopt.on of a national monetary

pp4tandard wvas made the buisis (if the clection.
e 141e lumber trade sufféed as a conisequence of
Ir,,,'bese conditions. Tite closing down of indus-
le( ries followed tleîc Presidential nominations across

lie border, and titis iii turn caused a fiîlling off
n demand for lunîlber. Large stocks wc-re field
tt the mills in the white pille districts, and as a
*,,esult prices gradually weakened, until beforc

rit: h close of tie year they liad reachied the lowest
rit ioint knowvn for many years. XVliolesale dealers
5..vere flot disposed to ptircllîa.e on a declining

%%* iarkct unless good prospects wvere presentcd of
of >lacing their stock, and the oilly lumber wlîiclî

lutve i th ready sale was tlîe better grades.

to 4arge failures iii Michigani induced still greater
:aution on the part of purchasers.

:rThe foregoing presents the conditions of the
.:rade so fiar as the United States market is con-let -erned. Tite year did flot pass, lIowvever, witlî-

Dut its encouraging features. Tite depression

'i.nthe United States %vas counteracted to a large
extent by an increased foreigii demanld, as wvili

li t e abserv'ed by the statistics of the v'arious
3ovinces pubîislhed below.

The, Iritisli market wvas particularly active,

1ve nd large quantities of spruce and pine deals and

ca, Doards front Ontario and Quebec and the Mari-

1icetme provinces were placed at goodi prices. A
not , arger amouint of tlîiu lumber wvas sliipped than

l1 eretofore. Tite trade is fast declining front the
port of Ouebec, aithougli the sailings îIn 1896

,ndr liow. a slighit gain over the previous year. li~îe
'tr nnuat report of' the H-arbor Master at Montreal

(tz;osthat tîxere wvere shipped from that port
, iurîng tlîe year, to the United Kingdoni and

ontinental ports, 219,032,178 feet b. ni. ofber: ,ltices fS,,o
torumber, sîoingrI anices f5,6,50 feet,

and ta, River Plate, 7,790, 166 feet, a decrease cf
583,834 feet front tlie previous ycar.

s t,, The foreign trade cf British Columbia w~as cf
-c s!tide distribution and considerably grenier ina
Isinbvoiume than iîî 1895. Tite formation cf the
'S cCentraI Lumber Comnpany enabled m antiacturers
tS6ta obtain better prices, but iunforttunatclv the
Lherzonmb1in lias beeui broke *n and the narket is now

,ar f st'ate cf uuiccrtauinty. 'llie iNtîu>toli. market
I&wt firni tlîroughout hie 3'Car.

mngs Speakiuîg geîierally, the lumiber trade of the
2.year was flot characterized b)y the scvere depres.
fion whiclî is generally belicved. AIl tlîiugs con-
~ sidered, it must be adiuted that the volume cf

s PusineCss %vas saîisfactory. What condit ions wvill
pre91revail in 1897 it is diflicult ho predict, althloughl
,,,.ndicationîs point te ant inîprevenient unless tariff

f th9regulationîs should disturb the market.

rail TheONTARIO.

unn iiisettled financial conditions which prc-

iii,.. . tlîe United States accounct in a large
;neas re for tlîe depression wvlich cliaracterized
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the lumber trade of Ontario inii îci6. Takiuig
the province as a whole, lunîiberneuî look back
uipon tlîe %.car ais one cf unsatisfactory results
and disturbiuîg features. Altlîougl thie oiutput of
legs% in thie winter of 1895.96 %vas less tItan the
prevucus scason, and notwithstanding the fact
that many nîlîs were uîot operated, tlîe quantity
of lunîiber placed at the disposai of purchasers
%vas toc great for tîje liuîîited denîand, and prices
sufféed ina censequenice. 'l'lie volumîe of trade
compares favorably wvitl tliat of tlîe previofis
year, but profits have slîown a wvide diver-
Suty.

ilanufacturers in tîte Ottawva valley catered
largely ho tlîe B3ritishi tradte, and succeeded in
closing contracts iii tîte faîl cf 1895 for a large
portion of their output cf the followving season at
satisfactory figures. Ici tle wvest, particularly in
tlîe Georgiail Bay district, wvhere large stocks
%vere field by both Canadian and American Pince
manuifacturers, sales necessarily depended largely
uipon Uhc United States market. Late iii the
spring seasoui tlîe demand increascd soniewvhat
and contintied fair until cariy in tlîe summier,
wvlien the effects cf the then approaching Presi-
dential electiouî across the border simply demor-
alized trade in general. Titis condition con-
tintued uintil after tlie election early in Navemiber,
during whi1ch time prices were reduced te alrnost
the cost cf production. This wvas particularly
tlîe case in tlie lcwer grades of white pine, cf
wvhiclî there wvere v'ery large stocks nt the milîs.
After tlîe election a better feeling prevailed, and
sales iuîcreased as a result cf a desire te ebtain
stock before the close cf navigation, but the
inîprovemeuit proved to be only temporary, and
the closing niontlî of tic year exhibited little
activi ty.

Our enquiries fronti manufacturers regarding
tlîe season's trade met witlî a hearty responise.
Front tliese it is learned that the total output of
luîîîber wvas slightly less titan thie previcus vear.
Sales also show a îalling off, while 75 per cent.
of the replies tell the one story cf smiall profits.
Pine stocks carried over at the milîs are large,
-and consist principally cf box and coninion
lumber.

In lîardwoods a noticeable feature wvas the
enquiry for nîixed lots, indicative cf the hand-to-
moîuth policy wlîich puircliasers land purstied
tlîrougliout the year. Maple and elm sold quite
freely ear-ly in the season, the latter for bicycle
purposes.

l'le silingle trade wvas net active early iii tlîe
year, but during the faîl there spruuîg up a
demand wvhicli pretty wvell cleared out stocks and
placed the industry oui a stronger footing.

'l'lie absence of transactions in timber limits
wvas a featuire cf the year. No sales of any
importance were negotiatell. The sale in Tor-
onto in j uly cf i io square miles, te close up the
partncrship existing betwcen Messrs. Beck, Mc-
Sherry and Spolîn, proved almost a total failure.
Tite Ontario goveriiaxent placed uipon the mnarket
6o,oco,ooo feet cf burnt timber iii tlîe Nipissing
district, and received satisfactory returns.

Tite cut cf thîe milîs in tlîe Ottawva valley com-
pares favorably with the previeus season, beiuîg,
perlîaps, a fewv million feet less. Tite production
inî 1895 wvas 627,000 feet, whlile tlîe estimate
given beloîv for 1896, altlîough not including one
or twve cf thîe snîaller milîs taken into acceunit ini

the 1895~ cileutllaticu, Pl-'ces the eut nt 614,250,.
cee feet.
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W. î. ~dwrd'& Co., Rockl.î,îd 430,o00000
Si. Ad 11;Iuv I.uu1111r CoI., \Wiit uît-% 40,000.cXKo

Giliiotur & 1 luglion.>1 Il ii 3t',noo,Co

slefflît'rtl & Molrse' Co., Nt'w Eiidun-
h>urgu ....... 2.5,0000

caucudia 1.1uuî,hwr Co., C.arletonî IlIacet' u.000.o0o
RZ. & 'VW. Couu-oy, l»l,,lstu0s0Suî00
NWuîî. M.1souî & st, Oîtawa......5000,000
Ileuîubu oketiluumihr Co. . 12.oooooo
(Ouuawta I.uifflier Cv., Caluutine .. 9 2,000.000(
Ros Brs, huckiuîgliauîu .. 8 mu 0oo
iîlt-l».reuî EJatc, Iltivkrnuugluaw 10.0oooo0
RZ. 1l. I<Icck & Co., Ayluier . .. . b.000.00
J. R. & J. Gillies, Ariijritar .. 3..;00,00()
A. 1 Li:gar & CO,., I>I:iu1t.tg.1ICt.u. 3-250,000
A. & Il. Wh'Iile, I'eiiubrtike...........2,500,000

louai.614,250-0S0

rThe expert cf forest products front Uic coni-
sular district cf Ottawa ho tlîe United States, as
furuîishied by the United States Consulate (aeui-
eral, shows a (lifference iii favor cf 1895 cf
$289,361-53. Th'le detailed figu res are a-, fol lows:

E\Po'Tis FitoNi OTTA3WA CONSu'u-.lt DISTRICT FOR YE.9R
u9xuIust;' h)EcIE3î 31, 3895.

IJr esî,iug 1111 fn.iu Q etiin.l Qiron

112(1<........ 6-5.00,> 4,21 5.o,2
t.uardni l iý às,,ci 29 24,908-.$ 23,Il7 $.

u,)g, an.d 1,,nIer. a. 999 ,.,87 26 2.717.25
Lustner a i' 8.7 %S 3 56,>>44 47 M-5706.15 597.90) t<4

.. lo.nd 1Ct t( ei a IM5 69 17,23J 95 35.34> 07 47.04D-93

Plt. sjiî,hie I7,7ý.7 *19 w9 >4,4784 >9.3n9 10
l'ice, ... 3-(90->73 3-:>6.74 16254 t4

R2irot ,c 452'~ .9>0.0 m,-730 4.,8.8.40

'roctt . $381,24% 4t,">.~ 88 $785 63...99 $704,31j.so

hXî'OaTS FRui» OTTAWA LONsit 1-%Ru DuSTRut.t FOR VLAR
EsuIisc, DhczaîuEstR 3, 1 Px6.

(hir enti>.g Or ending g,,r .ending yi ending

i12%k S1,70402 S

Lniblei.............2)7.16% 25 60.T4>3 82- 584,979.03 505,229 4
1143q), Sulhu>ise . ,

6
,o;ý' 95 a4. .àS eoeW.SÇj 3.76J.12

Cordwml>47S
Stiîngici................V0o .. li ,.9%743 5 ,17.
Railroad 'rie.....'99.> 9499 eM.2o 6.j>6

Timnber......... ... 2 $.,Y S-'. 5,743.8> 154.12
1>,ctet-, .. ..... î9.. 749 90 0'4-74
CurLtan Suicks
Mantch Itoct
I'lots and Pol"t
P>,Ipwoo20.. .

Tota...$3»3.349.'>

3,58J.73h
2.739.ds

91--o

3.704.92

739-25

297.00

$569,223 34

9qOU

'r>uat, u89)5..... ........ S2,46o,35z.23
Total, î8o6 .......... S2,170,990-80

l'le total output cf sawv legs iii tiie Ottawa
valley duriuîg the seasouî cf 1895-96 wvas 48o,-
ooo>ooo feet, b. ni., and tîte estilnated ceut tits
wvinter is 3175,000,000 feet, or 22 per cenit. less
ttanî last year. ln other sectionîs cf the nrovince
the production ks being curtailed to a greateu'
extent, auîd probably nct more tlian haîlf the
tusual quantity cf legs wvill be taken eut. WVitlî
a fair demnud a more prosperous season i tliere-
fore looked for, altlicugli tariff changes nîay
affect the market te sontie exte,ît.

Tite trade cf thue province a! Quebec lias
depended almost entirely upon the markets cf
tlîe United Kingdtoun, wliil haste reuîiaiuîed firmi
for nearly every class cf Caniadiauî goods. Tite
shipmeuîts cf pine anîd sprtuce deals have been
made largely from the port cf Nosntre.il, auJ
were sliglîthy less thanl in tîte previelus year, but
prices advanîced early iii the season, and business
wvas conducted oui a nmcre renîuuierahive basis
tlîan in 1895. Fromi tlîe Unîited States tlîe priuî-
cipal deunand wvas for %pruce %%ood for the unanu-
facture cf pulp.

The fellowing table will shlow thîe quuautit: cf


